
PUBLISHED 1975 

BEING THE ANNUAL REPORT 
O!= THE ROY AL NAVAL 
BIRD WATCHING SOCIETY 

1973/74 VOL. 24 



One 

ROYAL NAVAL BIR.D WATCHING SOCIETY 
Affiliated to: 

The International Council for Bird Preservation, British Section 
The British Trust for Ornithology 

Patron: 
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, K.o. 

President: 
Admiral Sir N. S. Henderson, G.B.E., lLC.B. 

V ice-Presidents: 
The Master, The Honourable Company of Master Mariners 
Commandant. M. 1. Talbot, C.B., Hon. t\.D.c., Director W.R.N.S. 
Miss C. F. J. Cooke, R.R.C., Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.R.R.N.S. 
Commander Sir Peter Scott, K.B.E .. n.s.c, 

EXECUTIVE CONlMITTEE 
Oluiirmasi and Editor: 

Captain G. S. Tuck, D.S.O .. RN. (retd.), M.B.O.u. 
Vice-Chairmen: 

Captain Sir Thomas Barlow, Bt., n.s.c., R.X. (retd.), M.B.o.u. 
Capta.in E. F. Aikman, R.D., R.N.R., representing Merchant Navy 

membership 
Hon. Secrelctry and. Treasurer: 

Lieut.-Commanrler E. S. \iV. Maclure, R.N. (retd .. ), x.s.o.o. 
Assistant Editorial and Secretarial Staff: 

Captain N. B. J. Stapleton, R.D. Meteorological Bird Reports 
J. H. Agnew, Esq. Ocean Weather Ships-Sea 

birds Analysis 
Commander M. B. Casement, R.N., Nl.B.O.u. Landbirds at sea. 

Analyses: (a) Ocean Weather Ship records, (b) Sea Passage Report 
Sheets records, (c) Land.birds examined in the hand 

Captain E. F. Aikman, R.D., R.N.R. For all applications for Sea 
Report passage form replenishments 

The following Ornithologists kindly assist in an advisory capacity: 
Dr J. G. Harrison, Dr B. B. Roberts, Professor V. C. Wynne 
Edwards,c.B.E., D.J. Watkins-Pitchford, Esq.,IUVI. Lockley, Esq. 

Addresses for Correspondence: 
Chairman-e-S Little London, Chichester, Sussex, P019 lPH 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer (and for details of membershipj= 

"Melrose·•, 23 St David's Road, Southsea, Rants. P05 lQH 
Captain E. F. Aikman. n.n., R.N.11.-"St Cyrus West", 48 Hep 

bum Gardens St Andrews Fife, Scotland, KY 16 9DJ1' 
Commander M. B. Casement, R.N.-Dene Cottage, West Harting, 

Petersfield, Rants. 
Captain N. B. J. Stapleton, R.D.-38 Wilbury Crescent, Hove, 

Sussex, BN3 6F.J 
,T. H. Agnew, Esq.-210 Main Road, Broomfield, Chelmsford, 

Essex, CMl 5A.1 
Dr W. R. P. Bourne-University of Aberdeen, Department of 

Zoology, Tillydrone Avenue, Aberdeen, AB9 2TN 



'l'wo 

l J 



rl'hree 

end paper FINANCIAL STATEMENT, Hl73 

CONTENTS ~ 
EDITORIAL 5 
OBSERVATIONS AT SEA OF SEABIRDS IN THE SUB 
ANTARCTIC Af..T]) ANTARCTIC ZONES SOUTH OF 50°S - 
LATE NOVEMBER, Hl73 TO LATE MARCH, lfJ74 

Collated and Surnmari ·ed by Captain G. S. Tuck, D.s.o., n.x. 7 
BIRDS FEEDING ON LOBSTER-KRILL OFF THE FALK 
LAND ISLANDS 

By Dr W. R.. P. Bourne (from specimens forwarded by 
Able Seaman M. F. HoU011·ay) 22 

WHITE - CAPPED NODDIES, Anous minutus, OVER 
SOUTH-EAST BLIGH WATERS - APRIL, 1974 

By Lieutenant M. K. Barritt, R.N. ... 24 
RECORDS OF WADERS, PLOVERS, ETC., IN PENANG 

Extracts from a report by Lieutenant M. J. Colwell, R.N. 25 
SEABTRD OBSERVATIONS FROM OCEAN WEA'l'HEH. 
SHIPS IN NORTH ATLANTIC 

Summarised by J. H. Agnew... 27 
OCEAN WEATHER , 'HIPS - STATION REPORTS OF 
LANDBm.Ds 

Summarised by Commander M. B. Casement, R.N. :~o 
SUM1"1ARY OF LANDBIRDS EXAMINED IN THE 
HAND, 1973/4 

Summarised by Corumander M. B. Casement, R.N. 40 
LANDBIRD SUMMARY. SEA REPOR.T SHEETS. AN 
ALYSIS BY , EA AREAS. TABLES A-I 

By Commander M. B. Casement, R.N. 42 
EXTRACTS FJWM METEOR.OLOGICAL LOG R.ETURNS 
(Birds) 

Summarised by Captain N. B. J. Stapleton, R.D. 61 
SHOH.T NOTES 63 
BOOK REVIEW 64 
OBSERVATIONS OF SEABIRDS 1970-1972 

By W. R. P. Bourne and T. J. Dixon (The Seabird Group, 
Zoology Department, Aberdeen University) 65 

NEW lW.EMBERS, 1971 (To 1st November UJ74) 88 
R.N.B.W.S. Representatives. New Associate Members, 

Museums, etc. . .. !)0 

Page 
l EXE CUTI VE COUNCIL ... 

CONTENTS 



Five 

For many years, apart from the help of the Meteorological 
Office in fostering an interest in birdwatching at sea within the 
meteorological log returns of merchant ships. the strength of 
R.N.B.W.S.' membership has relied principally upon contact 
between existing members and shipmates at sea. The fact that 
over the years, and allowing for normal wastage, membership has 
not declined reflects upon the interest inspired. by members in 
this way. Our information and assistance given to sources outside 
R.N.B.W.S., has also steadily increased the number of our associate 
members. 

Bird study at sea is clearly of increasing appeal among sea 
farers, and during 1974 we have not been alone in furthering in 
formation on the advantage to be gained by joining R.N.B.W.S. 
A special approach has been made throughout the Royal Navy. 
At the same time Dr Ronald Hope, Director of the Seafarers' 
Education Service, has recently published his most valuable and 
instructive book entitled "Space time at sea" which includes a 
section on ornithology with special reference to membership of 
R.N.B.W.S., and which will have a wide circulation within the 
libraries of merchant ships. (See "Book Review" included in this 
volume.) 

The results are encouraging, and during 1974 up to the time 
of preparing Sea Swallow for publication 34 new full members 
have joined. 

The accumulation of information on a world-wide scale of the 
distribution of birds at sea is one of the principal objectives of 
R.N.R.W.S., and it. is a matter of regret that as Editor I have not 
time to acknowledge personally each passage report that I receive 
from members. As always each return is carefully studied and the 
information and position of every positively identified species in 
the case of seabirds plotted on the ocean maps which I hold. The 
lists below show the details of returns received over a great variety 
of sea passages since 1st September 1973 to the preparation of the 
current volume of Sea Swallow. 

My sincere thanks to all who have contributed. 

SEABllWS - SE,! PASSAOE REPORTS. Total :~7 paesaqes. Lt. M. K. 
Barritt, R.N., 2; Radio Officer J. Breen, I; Radio Officer W. F. 
Curtis, 2; I. G. Hall, 2: Capt. R. S. Hawkins, l; 2nd Officer R. W. 
Joughin, 2; Chief Officer D. Mobberley, 5; Chief Officer W. C. W. 
Price, 1: Capt. K. Salwegter, 6: Lt.-Cdr. R. A. Smith, R.N., 3; 
Capt. J. W. Walcl.ie, 8; Capt. R R. Will, 4. 

SEABIRDS - CENSUS PASSAGE REPORTS. Total 17 passages. Lt. M. K. 
Barribt, R.N .. l: Capt. P. W. G. Chilman, 10; Capt. R. S. Hawkins, 
2: M. F. Holloway, J; Capt G. H. Phillips, l; Capt. J. W. Walcl.ie. 2. 

EDITORIAL 
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G. S. TUCK, Editor. 

L.~NDBlRDS - SEA PASSAGE REPOR'l'S. Tota,l 19 JJassage8. Lt. :M:. IC 
Barritt, R.N., 3: Capt. P. W. G. Chilman , 5; M. ]T. HoJJoway, 2.: 
2nc1. Officer R. W. Joughin, l; Capt. D. W. Luff, I: Capt G. H. 
Phillips, J; Chief Officer W. C. W. Price, 2; Capt. K. W. Sal 
wegter, 8; Capt. R.. R. WiU, l. 

SEABIRD EXAML~ATION R.EPORTS ON PASSAGES. TOTAL SEABIRDS 
EXAMINED IN HAND, Total 3. Lt. C. A. Howeson, R.N., 2: E. D. 
Macdonald, 1. 

LANOBIRD EXAMINATION H.EPOR'l'S ON PASS,.\GES. 1.'0'l'AL LAND 
Br.R.OS ExAMlNED lN HAND, Total 7. Capt. P. W. G. Chilrnan, 4; 
A. Van Gaan.T; Lt. C. A. Howeson, R .. N., l: Capt. K. Sawegter, l. 

LANDBIRD OCEAN WEATHER SHIP EXAJIUNA'l'ION REPORTS. TOTAL 
LANDBIRDS EXAMINED TN HA..L~D. Total 5. M. Allwright, 2: J. H. 
Halls, 1: A. W. G. Johns, l; N. E. Marks, B. P. Cooper, i. 

The above figures do not include the passages by RR.S. Shackleton 
and H.M.S. Endurance into Antarctic waters. 
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P H,ESENTATION 
Observations by both ships have been traneterred to plotted 

maps within the area covered (see maps 2-7). FfLLED-ff PLOT: 
refer to Shackleton'» observations, OP.EN PLOTS to Endurancez 
observabions. In the largest plots, larger flocks, in many cases 
far exceeding LO in number, were estimated, and can be considered 
best al' "MANY''. 

The following species observed have not been included. in the 
maps and are mentioned as applicable in the summaries of voyages: 
Aptenodqtes [orsieri, Emperor Pengu in. Aplenodytes 7Jcitagon:ica, 
King Penguin. Garrodia nere1:s, Grey-backed Storm-Petrel. Phala 
crocorax albiuenier, King Cormorant. Phalacrocorax atriceps, Blue 
eyed Cormorant, Larue dominicamus, Southern Black-backed Gull. 
Gabianus scorseinn, Magellan Gull. Sterna liirurui.inacea., South 
American Tern. Sterna vittata, Antarctic or Wreathed Tern. 

ENDURANCE OBSEH.VER.S. Capt. C. J. I. Isaacs, R.N., in 
command, Chief Observer Admiral Sir Nigel Henderson (President 
of R.N.B.W.S.), Able Seaman M. Holloway (R.N.B.W.S.) and 
others. 

Shaclcleton·s observations were presented by detailed tables for 
each species showing positions and estimated numbers seen on each 
of the ship's 4 voyages, together with covering narratives. 

Endurance's observations were recorded in narrative form as 
the voyage proceeded, with additional note: covering positions 
where each species occurred. and remarks on colonies visited ashore. 

Both R.RS. Shackleton and H.M. . Endwrcince visited the area. 
the former from late November, 1973 to rn id-March, 1974, tho 
latter from late February, J 974 to late March, 1974. The overall 
dates cover the latter period of the breeding seasons of the species 
quoted when chicks and fledgeJi.ngs occur in the majority of colonies. 
The greatest numbers of adults were seen therefore in the vicinity 
of breeding islands, 

SB ACKLETON OBSEHVERS. Capt. G. Selby-Smith, Master. 
P. Warner, Chief Mate. R. Graham. 2nd Mate, and. P. Coombs, 3rcl. 
Mate. Valuable guidance Ll1 identification was afforded by Dr M. 
Harris, ornithologist, of the National Research Council. Periods of 
observation covered 0800-1200 hrs, 1300-1500 hrs and 2000 hrs 
to sunset, but all deck officers as ·isted. . o that most daylight 
hours were covered. 

Collated and summarised by Captain G. S. Tuck, n.s.o., R.N. 

OBSER.V ATIONS AT SEA OF SEABIRDS 
IN THE SUB-ANTAR.CTIC AND ANTARCTIC ZONES 

SOUTH OF 50°S - 
LATE NOVE'NIBER, 1973 TO LATE l\'lARCH, 1974 



GENEJ~AL SU1VI.MAl{Y - H r , H..S. SHACKLETON - 
ALL 4 VOYAGES 

Diomedea exulomslepomophora. In all cases throughout the species 
were classed as "exuloms" Wandering Albatrosses, many being in 
immature plumage. There was no confirmation of "epomophora", 
Royal Albatross, and it. would seem doubtful if adults would be in 
the area c.uring their breeding period in New Zealand from November 
to February. '!'he majority of adult and immature "exulans" were 
observed between fi2° to 60°S, the greatest numbers between the 
Falkland Is. and 8taten I., and again i.n the areas surrounding 
South Georgia anr. between the South Sandwich Is. and South 
Orkney Is. Very few were observer' south of 61 °S. 
Diomedea melamophris. Black-brewed Albatrosses were by far the 
greatest num bers observed throughout all 4 voyages, large numbers 
around the Falkland Is. on voyage 2 near their breeding colonies. 
Immature and moulting birds increased towards the end of the 
perioc1• in late February. 
Diomedea chrysostoma, Grey-headed Albatross. rnaU numbers 
were seen south of the Falkland Is. where small numbers breed: 
regularly between 54 ° and 60°S and one sighting at 67°8 on voyage 
4- (see also large numbers west of Biscoe Is. in Enduramce:e voyage). 

ICE CONDITIONS, WHALES, KRILL 
Shackleton·s report. During voyage 1 (late November to early 

December, 1973) icebergs were first seen in open water every 1-2 
miles half-way between South Georgia and South Orkney ts. 
Bransfield Strait was full of bergs and bergy bits with several 
packs of Killer Whales . Many grounded. bergs around King George Is. 
During voyage 3 (late January to early February, 1974) many 
tabular bergs at 55°S south of South Georgia and extensive surface 
Krill choking water inlets. 20 miles north of Zavodorski Is. (South 
Sandwich Group) the volcano smelt and enormous numbers of 
Penguins occurred. 2 Humpback Whales "buzzed" the ship. Whole 
area east of South Sandwich Is. thickly covered with bergs, and a 
huge concentration of bergs near the 100 fathom line south and 
east of South. Orkney Is. Voyage 4 (mid-February to early March, 
1974). At 60°S extensive Krill choking water inlets. From 63°S 
onwards bergs, bergy bits, brash ice, and at 72°S pack ice with 
main pack 30 miles from the Caire. Coast. At 73°S over 100 Whales 
sighted, Fin, Sei, Humpback, Killer and Sperm Whales all identified. 

Endwrance's report. (Late February, 1974 to late March, 
1974.) Icebergs were fast seen near Elephant Is. on. 28th February. 
The weather was exceptionally fine during the passage southward'> 
from then on anc1• only a little brash ice was reported around 
Adelaide Is. Even at Marguerite Bay (March 4th-17th) there was 
no pack ice which was considered exceptional, and only a few 
stranded icebergs were seen at the end of the period. 
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SNOW PETREL, Paqodroma niuea 
Lt. P. J, Ford, R.N., n..N.B.W.S. 

GIANT PETREL, 111 acronectes gigante11.s 
Photo: J. H. Agnew, H..N.B.W.S. 



'MAGELLA<~ PENGU[NS, SJJlieniscii.s maqellosiicus 
Photo: Lt. Springn.ll, H .N., H .. N.R.W.S. 

By courtesy of A.N.A.H r , E. Eulmarus glaciaboides. 
SOUTHERN FULMAR or STL\'ER-GREY PETREL, 
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Phhoebetsia palpebraia, Light-mant.led Sooty Albatross. The 
majority of sightings occurred between 5:1° and 60°8, in groups 
rather than single. off South Georgia where they breed, , outh 
Sandwich and South Orkney Is. Scattered ·ingles were seen on 
voyage 4 between 60° to 67°S. 
Macronectes gigcmteiis, Giant Petrel. These were constant com 
panions during all 4 voyages, in various stages of maburiby, the 
darkest birds immature .. Nearer the Antarctic Circle to the ice 
edge at 70°S their plumage appeared paler and on three occasions 
white species were reported. In contrast with other species quoted 
below they seemed uninterested in icebergs. 
Procellaria aequinoctialis, White-chinned Petrel. Seen regularly 
on all voyages between 50° and 60°8, in greater numbers in the 
Falkland Is. and South Georgia breeding areas. The most. so utherly 
sighting was ab 63°S. 
Daptuni capensis, Pintado Petrel or Cape Pigeon. Seen only :3 
times in small groups in Falkland Is. area. In all other areas they 
were observed. regularly parbicularly around. their sub-Antarctic 
breeding islands. often occurring in large flock· particularly around 
icebergs in company with Southern Fulmars and Prions in m ixad 
flocks. One small group observed at 68°S on voyage 4. 
Fulmarus qlacialoides, Southern Fulmar or Silver-grey Petrel. 
Most northerly sighting at 56°S, north of South Sandwich L. 
Large numbers were seen around. 60°S near South Sandwich, 
South Orkney and South ShetJand I.·., and also on voyage 4 south 
wards between 60° and li5° with sma lJ sightings at 67° and 60°S 
at the pack ice. 
Paqadroma niveci, S11ow Petrel. Occurred mainly, sometimes in 
large flocks, at intervals between 55° and 60°8. Later on voyage 4 
regularlv south of 63°S to the Cai rd Coast where they were plentiful. 
T'halassoica omtarctica, Antarctic Petrel. r o sightings north of 
60°8. Seen in small numbers in the Bransfield Strait, but mainly 
in large flocks on voyage 4 between 62°8 onwards to 72°8. 
Halobaena caerula, Blue Petrel. No sightings north of 55°8. Small 
numbers seen at intervals on all voyages between 55° and 60°8. 
Large flocks occurred however on voyage 4 between 63°-70°S. 
Pterodroma brevirostris, Kerguelen Petrel. No sightings north of 
55°S. Large flocks occurred on voyage 4 from 61 °-64°8, thence 
smaller numbers south to 70°S. 
Pterodroma lessoni., White-headed Petrel. Singles only observed 
twice, at 56°8, 26°\IV and 55°S, 56°W. 
Oceomites oceamicus, Wil ·on's Storm-petrel. 'een regularly 011 all 
voyages principally around the Falkland ls. and. other sub-Ant 
arctic breeding islands. 
Ereqeua tropica, Black-bellied Storm-petrel. Seen principally in 
small groups regularl,v between 53"' and 61 °8. 
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SPHENJSCJDAE - PENGUIN~. Voyage l. Pygoscel£s Papua. 
Gentoo Penguin. Pygn. ceiis adeliae, Adelie Penguin. Pygo.scelis 
amtarctica, Chiu-strap or Bearded Penguin. Eildyvtes crestaius, 
Rock-hopper Penguin. Eudyptes chrysolophus, Macaroni Penguin. 
Spheniscus maqellamicus, Magellan Penguin. 
Voyage l. Considerable numbers of Gentoo and Macaroni Penguins 
sighted off South Georgia. and Chin-strap and Ad.elie Penguins, at 
the South Orkney Is., and later oft King George ls. (South Shet 
lands). 
Voyage 2. Ship spent one week hove-to in hatched area and was 
frequently visited by Penguins, both Macaroni, Rock-hopper and 
Magellan species. 
Voyage 3. Penguins seen in large numbers during the voyage 
particularly Gentoo and Chin-strap and. Macaroni species near 
South Georgia and Chin-strap towards the South Sandwich Is . 
.At the latter islands the water and ice around Zavodovski l. was 
"full of them" (Chin-straps), and on the norther n . lopes of the 
island a solid rookery stretched to about 500 ft. The rookery ex 
tended around. the shoreline: "there appeared to be millions". 
The South Orkneys were also well populated at sea and on floating 
ice, but no rookery observed. 

Fseqeua. qrallaria, White-bellied Storm-petrel. The very few obser 
vations south of Falkland. Is. and west of South Georgia are con 
sidered doubtful. 
Pachyptila sp., Prions . p. Large groups seen in all areas were 
constantly in evidence, frequently around icebergs. 
Those in vicinity of Falkland Islands would. probably have been 
Pad1yptilr;, belcheri, Thin-billed Prions. which breed locally and. on 
the Patagonian coast: those southward. from South Georgia, more 
probably Pachypt1:la desolaui, Dove Prions, which also breed on 
South Georgia and the Antarot ic Continent. At sea, specific species 
could not be identified. 
Pelecanoides sp., Diving Petrels. Observed principally between 
53° and 58°8, the large flocks around South Georgia more probably 
Pelecanoides qeorqicue, Georgian Diving-petrels, but could not be 
identified specifically as iuch. 
Puiftnns qriseus, Sooty Shearwa.ters. Observed in large flocks. 
Almost entirely confined to the sea area around the Falkland ls. 
where they breed. 
Chionis alba, Yellow-billed Sheathbil.l. One was seen 92 miles 
south of the Falkland ls. during voyage 2; on several occasions 
40 miles north of South Orkney L. during voyage I. 
Catharacta. Sima, Southern Skua. Sighter'. chiefly around the 
Falkland I'>. and. South Orkney Is., following ships occasionally 
elsewhere. 
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Fifteen. 

H.M.S. KNDUK-LVCE - SUiV.OVLl.RY OF 
AD1VITR..AL SIR NIGEL HENDEHSON'S NAl{,RATIVE 

FEBHUARY 26th, 1974. Approaching the Falkland Is. Prions, 
Grey-backed Storm-petrels and both King and Magellan Cormorants 
were seen at .ea together with large num bors of Giant Petrels and 
Southern Black-backed Gulls. During a short trip by helicopter 
vast numbers of King Cormorants, Reck-hopper Penguins, Oentoo 
Penguins and <1 few Macaroni Penguins were seen. many moulting. 
Some King Penguins were clutching their young. Magellan Penguins 
were also seen in great num bers at their nesting burrows. 
PASSAO.E ·ro ELEPHAN'l' rs, - 28th FEBRUAJW. Giant Petrels accom 
panied the ship for 2 days and Blackbrowed Albatrosse were 
constantly present. A few Wandering and Grey-headed Albatrosses 
were also seen. Near Elephant Is. large numbers of Wilsou's Storm 
petrels, Black-bellied Storm-petrels and. a small flock of Blue 
Petrels were seen together with ma.ny Pintado Petrols and Prions. 
The first icebergs were seen. Chin-strap 'Penguin: were also seen 
off the island where they breed in large numbers. 
MARCH 1st. DECEPTION IS. Enormous rookeries of Chin-strap 
and Gentoo Penguins with young were seen on the snow and lava 
covered slopes on either ·icl.e of the entrance to the harbour. Hund 
reds of Antarctic Terns were seen on an adjacent hill, one bird. 
noted with young, also two Yellow-billed Sheathbills. HMts of 
Pintado Petrels were in the harbour, and. Wilson's Storm-petrels 
and Southern Black-backed Gulls never far from the ship. 

Voyage 4. Large numbers of Magellan Penguins were seen clo~e 
north of Falkland Is. Thereafter sightings were confined to Arlelie 
Penguins far south at 67!08 ancl off the Caird Coastline at 72°8 
where one Emperor Penguin was seen on loose pack ice. 
SHACKLETON - SEABIRDS NOT MAPPED 
Aptenodyte-0 forsteri, Emperor Penguin. One only seen during 
voyage 4 four miles off t.he Ca ird Coast .. Phalacrocorax albiuenier, 
King Cormorant Phalacrocorax atriceps, Blue-eyed Cormorant. 
Phalacrocorax maqellanicus, Magellau Cormorant At the Falkland 
Is. both King and Magellan Cormorant: were see.n in considerable 
numbers offshore. Blue-eyed. Cormorants were seen both at South 
Georgia and again off King George Is. Laridae. Laius dominicomus, 
Southern Black-backed Gull. Galnamu: scoresbyi, Magellan Gull. 
, outhern Black-backed Gulls were seen offshore both at Falkland 
Is. Routh Georgia, South Orknevs and King George I.: in Routh 
Shetlands in considerable numbers: Magellan Gulls at the ]< alkland 
Is. Sternidae. Always difficult to identify at sea. Very large numbers 
were seen in the far south during voyage 4, many flocks roosting 
on icebergs and ice floes or wheeling over pack ice. At 63°49'8, 
35°W. 3 or 4 definite Sterno uitlata, Antarctic 'Terns. spent some 
ti.me diving and. pocking at the ship's whip aerial. 
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Seventeen 

Sea, Swallow, Vol. 20 -1968. Bird observations in the Weddell Sea - 
George Edwards. 

Sea Swallow, Vol. 22 - 1971/72. H.M.S. Etuluramce Passage to 
Antarcbic - General Sir Gerald Lathbury, G.C.B., n.s.o., M.D.E. 

FORMER REFERENCE. 

M .. uwH 2ncl. PASSAGE TO ARGENTINE rs. Passing through the 
fantastic snow and mountain scenery of the Neumayer and Le 
Maire channels in bright sunshine not rn uch bird life was seen 
apart from Wilson's Storm-petrels. Ashore near the Argentine 
Base, Wilson's Storm-petrels were nesting with young, and Southern 
Skuas in evidence. On leaving the Argentine Base and outside the 
Biscoe Is. very large numbers of Black-brewed and Grey-headed 
Albatrosses were sitting in rafts on the water of up to 100 birds. 
The Black-brewed outnumbered the Grey-headed by about 10 to l. 
Giant Petrels continually with the snip . 
.MA1t0R 3rd. ADELAIDE rs. BASE. Some brash ice about and the 
first Adelie Penguins seen. 
MARCH 4th. M.uwuERITE BAY. 2 weeks surveying. The bay was 
surprisingly free of ice. Avian I. is one of the rocky islets used as 
Decca Hi Fix stations and. most interesting for bird observations. 
Large numbers of Adelie Penguins, Giant Petrels, both dark and 
pale, Wilson's Storm-petrels, Southern Black-backed Gulls and 
Blue-eyed Cormorants were on the island with young with predatory 
Southern Skuas in attendance. 

The commonest birds seen within the bay in descending order 
of frequency were: Antarctic Fulrnars, Pintado Petrels, Wilson's 
Storm-petrels, Antarctic Terns, Southern Black-backed Gulls, 
Southern Skuas, McCormick's Skuas, Blue-eyed Cormorants, 
Giant Petrels, Antarctic Petrels and Snow Petrels. In fact only 
:3 Snow Petrels were seen during the two weeks. 
MARCH 17th. Ship sailed north past Adelaide Is. in perfect s1.111ny 
weather. Probably about 1,000 Antarctic Terns seen sitting on 
brash ice. Antarctic Petrels and Snow Petrels followed the ship 
with other species seen previously. 
MARCH 18th. Clearing South Shetland Is. Black-brewed, Grey 
headed and light-mantled Sooty Albatrosses seen. 
MARCH 19th. Drake Passage. Besides the Albatrosses, 2 Blue Petrels 
and 2 Kerguelen Petrels seen. 
-ri'lARCH 20th. Passing Staten Island. Large nurn ber of Black 
browed and Wandering Albatrosses and some Grey-headed Alba 
trosses in company with Giant Petrels and Wilson's Storm-petrels 
following ship, Kerguelen and White-chinned Petrels and Common 
Diving-petrels seen. By e\ening the ihip was again passing the 
FaJklltnd I.·. 
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Mr Holloway reports that between 1100 and 1200 hrs on 29th 
March, 1974 H.M.S. Enduromce passed through 1,200 birds feeding 
in parties on the water upon reel. patches of Io bster-krjll about 6.6 
miles off the East Falkland Islands. They included about 500-600 
Black-brewed and 50 Wancl.ering Albatrosses, Diomedea melamopliris 
and D. exulans, over half immatures, about 300 looty and 12 
Great Shearwaters, P1ijfln:us qriseus and P. grcwis, 20 White 
chinned Petrels, Procellaria aequinactialis, seven Giant Petrels, 
Marconectes sp, two Diving-petrels, Pelecamoides sp, ten Wilson's 
Storm-petrels, Ocean·ites oceamicus, one Skua, Oasliaracta skua, 
50-60 Magellan Penguins, 8vheniscns maqellarucus ; and. 200 Ma,g 
ellan with 50 King Cormorants, Phalacrocorax maqelianicus and 
P. albioenter. One Black-brewed Albatross had an unusual orange 
flush around the back of the neck. 

By Dr W. RP. Bourne 
(from specimens forwarded by Able Seaman l\lL :~'- Holloway) 

BIRDS FEEDING ON LOBSTER-KRILL 
OFF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 

Lo bster-Kri u, 1-Yfimida 
(enlarged from actual life size of about 1 inch. 2.54 ems, 

from tip of claws) 
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Lobster-Krill-Sooty Shearwaters, Puffinus qriseus wins the feast 

t 

Two specimens of lobster-hill, il1unida, which he collected in a 
dip-net, are shown in the photograph which is greatly enlarged. 
from their life size of about one inch (2.54 ems). 

It is discussed by L. Harrison Mathews in Discovery Report 
5: 469-484, 1932, summarized by Sir Alister Hardy on p. 208-0 of 
his account of Discovery investigations, "Great Waters" (Collins, 
1967). In sharp distinction to the normal krill, Euphasia swperba, 
which forms one of the main foods for birds and marine mammals 
in the far south, it is the juvenile stage of a small rock-lobster, 
JYhin:icla qreqaria, and. remains swimming near the sea surface 
long after immature forms of other large crustacea, including 
those of the closely allied species Mvmida suruqosa, which occurs 
with it, have migrated. to the sea floor. It also appears to form a 
major food. for marine animals in areas with water temperature 
ranging between 5.5-9°C all round the sub-Antarctic zone, not 
only off South America but also New Zealand, where it is known as 
"whale feed", while it appears to be replaced. by an allied species, 
Pleuroncodes planipes, off the west coast of Mexico. 
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During the latter part of the 25th and the morning of 26th 
April 1974 the Fiji Group experienced the effects of minor cyclone 
'Tina', which was associated. with a complex trough extending 
from the Solomons to Tonga. 

H.lVI.S. Hydra was at anchor throughout this period. outside 
the reef passages four and a half miles WNW of Vathia La.ilai, Viti 
Levu (Admiralty Chart 381). 

At 1700 on 25th April the first groups of a large wave of White 
capped Nod.dies were observed flying in before the squally north 
westerly and congregating over the shallowly-covered inshore 
reefs. By 1720 there were not far short of 1,000 birds low over Sali 
Sali and Tavutha reefs, most of which were in three small areas 
which were completely blackened with birds. At sunset (1750) 
large groups were still present as the wind gusted to 25 knots and 
rain squalls closed the visibility in for the night. 

At 2040 I was called to the quarterdeck to witness a large 
flock of about 1,200 Noddies flying round the ship. The waists and 
fo'csl were full of birds trapped in corners. Some birds perched 
quietly in areas out of the heavy rain, but the majority appeared 
to have been mesmerised by our bright lighting and its reflection 
in our white paintwork. When taken clear of obstructions for 
release, or when placed in a sheltered but open spot, they almost 
immediately took off and flew back ouboard down the lit waists or 
against bulkheads, I eventually switched off all upper-deck lighting, 
and lowered the after anchor light which was illuminating the 
hangar door into which many birds were careering. They continued. 
to fly round the forward. anchor light, round a fishing light which 
was almost at the water line over the stern, and round the bridge 
windows. 

By 0600 on 26th the wind had gone round 180 degrees but 
there was no sign of a break in the weather. Heavy rain continued. 
No birds were flying round the ship but a large number were still 
onboard, including about 60-70 on the Captain's Bridge Deck 
sheltering behind the screen and. clustering round the galley exhaust. 
Only this group remained. after 0640 when, during a slight slacken 
ing of the rain, other birds departed into the growing light. 

At 0730 the ship weighed. to proceed. towards Vanna Levu. 
About 40 Noddles remained ou the Captain's Bridge Deck. At 1300 
a break in the clouds became apparent to the West. At 1420 the 
rain stopped, and at 1445 the wine. veered to Westerly at 10 knots. 
At this time the remaining Noddies departed into wind. 

By Lieutenant M. K. Barritt, H..N. 

WHITE-CAPPED NODDIES (Anoiis minutus) OVER 
SOUTH-EAST BLIGH WATER, APRIL 1974 
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l. .Iolutor.g mudflats on tbe eastern side of Penang, a stretch of rich 
mudflat.s between the city dump and sowerasrc outlet, at its 
extremities. 

2. Tanjong Tokong outer sand spit., 
ii. Habu Muunjr nrea, mudflats and Padi Fields. 
4. University fields .. 
i). Bayan Lepas Airport and surround ing Padi Fields. 
6, Racecourse area. 

From September 1973 to Julv 1974 ma.ny observations of 
specie: were made by Lieut. Colwell at least twice a week, con 
centrated mainly in areas around George Town. 

The following areas appeared most popular. 

Extracts from a report by Lieutenant lVI. J. Colwell, R.N. (recently 
returned from 2 years liaison with the Royal Malaysian Na17y). 

RECORDS OF WADERS, PLOVEH.S, ETC., IN PENANG 

Large flocks of White-capped Noddies are common in South 
East Bligh Water over the inshore passages off Viti Levu and 
Vanua Levu which are rich with fish. The largest concentrations 
of the species were seen in the vicinity of Mbua Bay, Vanna Levu, 
and in the area of our experience of 25th-26th April. Here huge 
shoals of small fish, as well as tuna and other larger types were 
frequently observed. The birds which came onboard. were well fed. 
and. in their fear regurgitated almost complete small fish. Through 
out the remainder of April and the greater part of May on leaving 
our anchorage off Vathia Lailai in the morning and on return in 
the evening we observed large close-packed rafts of White-capped 
Nocldies to . eawards of Sali Sali and off the reefs of Mboromboro, 
Vatututotolu, and Masi, together with large and small flocks fishing 
throughout the area. The largest estimate made, on Sth May, was 
of about :~.115 birds, most of them in four large rafts. 

An adult and. an immature bird were measured, sketched and 
photographed on the night of 25th April. The immature bird had 
a brown tinge to its plumage, and the white markings on the fore 
head are more limited than in the adult, terminating abruptly on 
the crown without the lavender-grey on the nape which, in t.he 
adult, shades between white head and dark charcoal-grey mantle. 
The immature head also seemed somewhat narrower when viewed 
from the front. Bill dimensions were identical. 

From our records made between April and August 1974 the 
White-capped Noddy (Anoils 1m:ni1.tus) appears by far the commonest 
ofitsgenu. in Fijian waters. 



STINTS 
Three species have been recorded in the Malay ian Peninsula, 

The H.er.-neckecl. Stint is supposed to be \7ery common in flocks on 
mur'flazs and coastal stretches of sand. The Long-toed Stint is 
considered to be not so common and. prefers inland. Jying marshes. 
T'e.uminck's Stint is considered a very rare vagrant and not recorder! 
in Penang .. All these Stints are passage migrants and winter visitors 
to Malaysia from October to May. The Stints were only observed. 
on the Jelutong mudflate, the estimated number at any one time 
being usually over 500. On these mudflats many other waders can 
be ob. erved .. 

H.ED-NECKED STINT. Very small, back and. top of head light 
chestnut-grey streaked with darker grey. Forehead in front of eye, 
throat and breast appear very white. Side of head behind eye and 
si(1.'.l of threat grey. Supercilium stripe white. Bill and legs black. 
ln flight a white stripe can be observed on the wing; also the tail 
appears whitish on each side of a dark grey centre stripe. 

On 4tb May, 1.974 some birds were in summer plumage with 
side of head, throat, and. upper breast very reddish-chestnut neither 
striped nor spotted, the top of head. reddish-grey ThP superciliurn 
stripe anc1• forehead whitish. These Stints left, for their breeding 
localities on the 8th or 9th May, 1974. 
General observations of Red-necked Stints: 
Seen in flocks of 200-:300 in company with Curlew Sandpipers, 
L'=!SSer Golc1.en Plovers, Common and Terek Sandpipers and Long 
toecl Stints Preferred open areas of mudfiats, moving and feeding 
am'. so constantly in a crouched attitude. 
LONG-TOED STlNTS. Very small, back and head chestnut 
brown striped with black. Breast white. Long superoiliuru stripe 
light brown. Throat and upper breast striped brownish-grey. 
Bill black, legs yellow. 

In early April the birds were coming into summer plumage 
with back and head very rich chestnut. Throat and upper breast 
becoming very rich chestnut-grey with blackish streaking and 
Hecking. 

Couuuon Sandpipers. 'l'riuuo hypoleucos. 
'I'urnstoues. AM11(tria iuternres. 
l'h-l nil Snipe. Galli1wao -~·li,11·1uu. 
:-l:t1Hlcrllng. Oulidris atb«. 2:lrd l\larc·h. 197+. 

'l'n ninng 'L'okong outer :H•ndspit. 
Curlew Sa ndpipers, C(l/idd.<Jerr1t11i11.a. 30th 

.June. Ifft+ .. Jelutonz sewerage outlet: 8 
in winter plumage. 2 witli slightly 
n·ctclish hr:ui and unperbrcn-t , 

lt ed-uet-kerl ~tint.~. ('q/idrix rutwolti«. ·lfh 
)In~'· I Ui-t. 

Enstcn1 or Collared Pru1irt(·Olf1~. f,'/r1rN1/l..1 
p1fflinro/r1, 

ll('d \Vattled Lapwlug, l'ouellu.(; ind'icu,.1t1 

~ncl nN:. 107:t J.h1L11 1'1.auwz Padi l;'ields 
l.osser uotdcu Ptovor, Pluoiul!» domiuica, 
l.iUlr Hin!!cd Plovrri::. Chn nulrin» dubiou«. 

2 ith J1u1. 107-1. .lc•h1tong 11111d l\nis. 
\'\"inter plumage. 

Lesser Sand Plover. Ckuradrius 1uo11r1olw~. 
Ea,citi.·rn Curlews .. vumenius arqual«. 
)lar::;ll :-i:lPdnipcr:;. 'l'rin11'1 «uunuitili». 
I: rcenshuuks. '!'1 i11r1a urt.utnri«. 
Wnnd ,..;1rnclpipcr:-1. 'l'rint1rt atareot«. 
A \'O:·ol S;lJ1clpipc•r~. 'l'rinstn lrrek, 
l.ou r-tued Stint:-i. Calidri» .~ut>otinul!t. e:lrl.v 

A1•ril. 1~:4. 

The following species were studied: 
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GREAT SHEARW ATER The feeding habits of this species 
raised comments a: well - this time from Station Juliet: "On 30th 
September very large numbers came close to the ship, which was 
steaming slowly forward at about 2 knots. The Shearwaters were 
attracted. by herring heads, guts, etc., thrown to them, crowrling 
so close behind the ship that it would have been very easy to catch 
dozens with a hanc1• net. When the supply of herrings had run out 
the galley was raided for any other available food, which was 
eagerly awaited by the throng of Shearwaters, Cooked chicken was 
liked, also raw steak, bacon: one or two ate white bread but none 

OCEAN WEATHER. SHIP OBSERVATIONS SUMl\lIAR.ISED 
FULMAR, PETREL. The extracts included in this paragraph were 
all from Station India. ln January one Blue-Phase bird seen was 
so dark that ··it might easily have passed for a Sooty Shearwater .. 
to someone unfamiliar with that species. In contrast, on 24th 
August, "All-white Fulmar seen. Completely white v v ith the ex 
ception of a pale cinnamon patch on primaries and dark eyes. 
Legs not seen. Flew straight past the ship and not seen again." It 
was al ·o remarked on another occasion that the Blue-Phase varied: 
some being noticeably darker than the others. Behaviour: seen 
cl.i ving two or three feet under water for food - bread and sand .. 
wiches! One seen pecking at stalked barnacles (Lepas sp.), but did 
not eat any. 

Table A include. all the figures for 1973. Some of these have 
already appeared in volume 23, but have been included so that 
they may be the more easily referred. to when reading these notes. 

The observers who provided the detailed reports from which 
these extracts are taken were: R. C. Aran: R. Dyer; C. 1. Griffiths: 
P.H. Hoare: A. W. G. .Iohn: E. D. l\facDonalc1.: D. Ogle: R. Philp: 
T. D. Rogers. 

JNTR,ODUCTION 

Hl73 OCEAN WEATHER SHIP A.1\TALYSIS 

'een in small flock: of 18-36 in company with other waders 
feeding sporadically and. in an upright position more often than 
Rer' .. necked. Stints. 

It was hoped. that future information of their migrating move 
ments would. be obtained. by limited. mist netting. 

REFERENCE : A. G. Glenister (1971). The birds of the Malaya 
Peninsula. Oxford. University Press. 

Robinson, H. 0., and Chasen, F. J (1936). The 
bird ·of the Malaya Peninsula, Vol. IV. Witherby, London. 
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ate chocolate pudding (much favoured by Fulmars). Most food was 
taken by diving, the Shearwaters often poking their heads under 
water to see what was about, then diving swiftly to retrieve it, 
using their wings to swim. Tried on other occasions with cooked 
pork (not much liked) and squid heads (much appreciated) . 

. MANX SHEAR.WATER. On several separate occasions (Station 
India in August) they were reported in the company of Dolphins 
and Whales. "Shearwaters then fed actively by crashing into the 
water in their wake". After feeding they were seen to settle on the 
water in raft, of up to 100 birds for a short while before risir-g ant! 
following the Dolphins off to the west. 

PETRELS. It was notecl. at Station Juliet (September) that the 
long legs of the Wilson's Storm-petrel formed a good identity 
characteristic on most occasions, while the "distinctive bounding 
flight" of the Leach's Petrel was not always apparent. On one 
occasion when both Wilson's and Leach's had landed on deck, it 
was observed that while the former was able to take off easily (a 
light cross wind prevailed) and clear the bulwark, the Leach's 
had to be launched overboard. 

GREAT SKUA. On 23rd July a.t Station India a bird with a 
rather pale mantle was seen with a yellow ring on the right leg anr' 
a metal one on the left. 

On several occasion: (Station India, October) one was seen 
chasing Sooty Shearwaters using a very fast powerful flight. Just 
before being caught the Shearwater would rl.ive shallow ly into the 
water, whereupon the Sirna would swoop vertically upwards for 
20 or 30 feet before plummeting down on its victim. On one occasion 
(too far distant to properly ascertain) it was thought that the 
Skua may have killed the Shearwater. 

LESSER. BLACK-BACKED GULLS. All those seen at Station 
Alpha in April/May were of the British/Icelandic subspecies - 
Larue Euscus Graells·ii - with yellow legs and c1.ark mantle. 

KITTIWAKES. From 17th January (Station India) it was noticed 
that most. birds seemed to be losing their winter plumage, and 
some were in summer plumage before tbe ship left station on the 
27th. Further south, at Station .Iuliet , in late February early 
March, it was noted that on an average about 10% of all birds 
seen were in breeding plumage - except, for some reason, on Febru 
ary 28th when nearly all of the 500 birds seen were in breeding 
plumage. 

TERNS. Referred to as "Squeaky Seagulls" by one crew member! 
they were frequently seen 'dive-bombing· Great Skuas when the 
two were together - Station India in July. At the same time of 
year in Station Juliet a flock of Common Terns arrived with the 
rain in the wake of a warm front. 
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Of the large numbers seen at Station India in August the 
observer was in no doubt that the majority were Arctic: about 
2:3% of those seen near the ship were in full breeding plumage. 
Groups were mainly of from 4 to 12 individuals, but larger groups 
followed (feeding) behind schools of Whitesic1.ec'. Dolphins and 
Pilot Whales. On 28th August a long straggling group of 1000 plus 
birds flew past the ship - taking at least ten minutes to pass a 
fixed point. They (and about 400 Manx Shearwaters) appeared to 
be following Whitesicled Dolphins and Pilot Whales to the westward. 

LITTLE AUKS. 21st January, , tation India .. One in non-breeding 
plumage swam within 20 feet of the ship for several hour .. On 
several occasions observed swimming under water (about 4 feet) 
right up to the ship's hull. 

GUILLElVIOTS. The Guillemots sighter! a.t Station India in June 
were sitting on the water close to the ship (10 to 80 yards). All 
were in breeding plumage, and about a thin'. were bridled. 

Most of the species recorded at Station Alpha in February/ 
March were Brunnich's Guillemots. All were seen in breeding 
plumage; dull greyish-black above; bills blunter than those of 
the Common Guillemot, with horizontal pale line visible at close 
quarters; no trace of brown or bronze upperparts. 

A distinctive directional movement was recorded during 
these observations, all birds moving from WSW towards ENE (i.e. 
South Greenland towards Iceland). 
The following is a break-down of that movement: 

25th February: one bird only at t220. 
2.6th: one at 1020, 2 at 1830. 
1st March: 7 at. 1:310. 
2nd March: peak movement between 1:no and. 13Mi when 8 

groups of about. 300 moved and :1 groups of about 50: often in 
long lines like Cormorants. None after 1430. 

::lrd March: majority (800) in groups of up to !)0 birds moved 
between 1805 and 1340. A solitarv group of J 2 were seen at 
18:30. 

4th March: majority (about 400) between 0930 and 1010. None 
after noon. 

:3th March: 75 from 1407 to 1706, very scattered - largest group 
of 14 at 1530. 

6th Ma.rch : n i I. 
RED-BR,EASTED MEHGAN"SER Stayed. close to the shi p for 
several hours - Station India, l6th July. Fulmars took no notice 
of it. 
TUPvNSTONE. , 'eon to alight on the sea (state 8) astern of the 
ship for about a minute - Station India, :3th July. Took off (!,gain 
with no trouble and returned. to the well-deck. It was seen to land 
on the water again later in the day for about 5-10 minutes. 
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No reports were received this year from Station Alpha (posi 
tion 62°00'N, 33°00'W). Details are shown in the following table" 
for all observations recorded on station: records made on passage 
are included in tables for sea passage reports. 

Abbreviations used in the tables: 
'v\li11d force expressed in Boaufort scale. or i11 knots where shown 
D - Dietl 
S - Settled onboard (duration) 
C - Circled-did not set.tle 
.'\ - Examined in tho hand 
13M - Cornse senL to British :\lusouin 

.>IH. - l\ ot recorded 
Latin names are shown only for the first occasion in each 

table. 

2 

D. Ogle and R. B. Dyer 
R. J. Burness and l\11. Allwrigh], 
T. D. Rogers - 
P. Hoare 
B. P. Cooner and N . .E. Murka 
l\'l. Al lwr-igh t 

nil rpt 
I 
I 

nil rpt D. Ogle and H. H. Dyer 
I P.H. Hoare 
2 R J. Burness and l\lI. Allwright, 
I J . J-1. Halls 
I P. H.. .Honre anrl J·. }I. }foils 

4 P. Ruic 
I A. W. G. John 
6 T. D . ls ogers 
I D. Ogle and R.. .13. Dyer 
I H .. C. Aran 
I T. D. Rogers 

Weather Reporter 
Weather Surveyor 
vVeather Adviser 
W<mt.her Mouitor 
Woathor Advisor 
\~;onthor Surveyor 

Wr-a thor Rouo rtcr 
Weather Mo-nitor 
Weather Survevor 
\1Vuntb1w Mon it.or 
Wen t.he r Monitcr 

Weather Advisor 
Weather Monito» 
Wea.t.her Adviser 
Weather Rcportr-r 
Wca.t her] 'urveyol' 
'v\'enther Ach·isor 

I !17:! 
6-:W M'~.Y 

16 July-7 Aug 
I 2 A ug-3 S<>pt 
:n . 'ept-17 Oct 
:J No,· 
10-30 No,· 

J !)7.j. 
1-2:! Ja11 
31 Mar 
:3-:W Muy 
:1:!-2(i J 11110 

:J-:!U Aug 

,'TAT.LON J'ULIET (Position 52°30'N 20°00'W) 
L9n 0. W.S. Paqes 01>8erver(s) 
7-30 Aug Weather Reporter D. Ogle and H.. B. Dyer 
7-l:·lSrpt Wca.thor Survcyo r 3 R.C.Arnn 
24- Sept-I 7 Oct Weather Survevor 14 T. D. Rogers 
240ct-:J No,· Weather Monitor I P.H. Honrr- 
t 4- .:\'o,·-fi Dre Weather Ropor-rcr D. Ogle and R. B. Dyer 

I UH 
I 6 Feb-U Mar 
24 Nfar 

18-:!l Apri) 
12--17 May 
:J() .Ju ly 
2-2iiA11g 

Analysis by Commander 1\1. 13. Casement, n.x. 

The following reports have been received during the period 
1973-74 (up to 1 September 1974). 

ST A TION INDIA (Position f>9°00'N Hl000'W) 
J!.)7~ 0. IV .• '. LJ"fl"" Ol1serv1:1·(s) 
27-:!8 0<.:L Weath<>r Ad viscr I. S. J. WhiLeloek 

OCEAN WEATHER SHIPS - 
'TA TION REPOHT ' OF LAND BIRDS 



s 
C 40 rnius 
S 1111til night 1 '13/ I !L \I wr-ak 

JC I hr 
Swo,111 «lose alougsjrl» [or '.lfi m ins 
S sovernl hours 
C nil forenoon 
Ono "sandy coloured" bird 1·0- 

porl.1·1 I among,!, f,111• ot hr-r Mar 
tins 

S"<' on boarrl briPfl.v 

S 2 hrs 
S sr-vr-rn.l days 

S :? days, I sAe11 to fnll i11l'O sen. 
S f(-nv hours 

Remarks 
S I dn v 
R ~ dn vs. D· 
On" rliPd after 2 da vs. r hr- seco nd 

aft.er :l , 
S I day 

S'P./2 'l Onm 

SW/:3 iinm 
W/4 5nm 
E/~ 2nn1 
E13 211111 

E/fl .')nm 
l\'E/4 finm 
NP,/4 IOnm 

NE/3 finm 

inn 

SW/6 

Meadow Pipit? (rlnlh118 prateneisv 
w h R>l!;(•IJ r 

Whcatear (Oenc111//i.i oenanthei 
Golden Plover (Clurrodriu« 

(qn'iCW'i'lls) 
:! Wbeatoar 
Whirnhrol (Nu11w11ius phaeopus) 
House Marriu tDeiichon. nrbica) 
4 T-To11se ~'lart i11 
Swa llow (Hirunrto n1,<lica) 
l~rcnf; Goose tBranta bcrn?cla) 
P11rple Sandpipnr 
I 0 lfouse i\fo 1'1 i 11s 
Sandrnnrbin? (l?i11nri11 ri7Hl1'io) 

Snow Bunting ( Plectrophenntc 
nivalid) 

t D11nli11 (Oolidr,1;s o/,71i110) 
Snow Bun!;ing 

, 'pec'ies liVind, uieather, ri . ..,· 
Sturling (81en11t8 »utqaris; Rf3 
Purple : 'andpip,.r iColulri» 111orili111") 
2 H.Pciwing ('/'11n/11.< i1fr1c11R) 

H)72 

OCEAN STATION INDIA 

?\1~1~' 6 1000 
10~0 

7 1:200 
I ·L 16-1:1 
17 tun 

p111 

I!) 17fi0 
~;3 am 

"'3 
~ 
~ 
0 onso 
;:! tu 1-HlO "' 

NH. 

r11·1:111r~ u rr 
OM1' 
NR 

Dute 
Ott 27 



C 2 mins (close) 
Settled on wnrru: 

S 40 ruins 
!"lying SW calli11g 
Arr from N. C. Dep r: 
Two seen singly 
S water ~min. flop E 

C 40 mins 
An· N\~7 flew past heading SE 
Se-en 111 ligl:Ls 1'1·0111 'balloon shod 
.Dep S 

hrs. \fobhed by 
Parti11l breeding 

c 
Verv close :H 

Kittiwakes. 
plumage 

C close 
D.X. 

Arr from X flying S 

S until rnlf'n. flci 111 Clyde l l A11g 
Flying K 

S 2 hrs 

Rcmorl:s 

270128kt- 511rn 
270/2Skt finn: 

Calm i'in111 
N/4 1011111 
NIJ:/3 2011111 
I I 0/1 :lkt 2011m 
I 60/7kt. 2011111 
I 70/22kt GOOyds 
230/l 3kt J on'm 
240/20kt 20nm 
11n/:2:3l<t- 
220;2:!kt 2011m 

S/:1. I Onrn 
f'/33 511111 

S!!'i 21101 
s·W/4 l Onm 

ENEf2 Fog 11nt;il 1100 
s w /:{ Dep ~ 
S.E/2 
S.l~/:l 
F./:3 

1Vi11r/, irenther, ri» 
N\V/4 

3 Tu rns tono 
v\lillow Warbler iPhntloscopus 

tmclvil11s) 
Phalurope Sp 
Pied White Wa.gta.il (Mota6fla alha) 
Phularope Sp 
Turnstoue 
:{Turnstone 
Knot (('alidris <~tliit/u.,) 
2 Whimbrel 
29 'I'urnsroues 
2Du11li11 
Phalarop" Sp (prob. Red-Ner-kori 

(Plt"lnropc lobct/11.1.s)) 
Dnnli11 
Phalarope, 'p 

Specie» 
_Red-Breas(P.d Morgauser (F') 

(Jl!f crqu» serratori 
Redshauk ('J'ringa lolanu~) 
;i;urnst,one (A renorut 1:n1er71r-,s) 
.L umsror.e 
:J 'I'urnstono 
Ovstorcatchor (Hac1n.rtlop11s 

ostraleou«; 
3 Curfow/Whimbro: 
10 Godwit, Sp 
Turnstone 
Gniy Phalarcpe t Phatoropu» 
ful-ic"riu.•) 

Jai\7 
1500 

ssso 
(l!l:l2 
2:i:w 
II 10 
0740 
06-W 
0028 
1+10 
0722 '32 
1802 

012,; 
17:35 

liiOO 
ll 40 

12 
13 

OfllO 7 

rooo-raoo 
10:10 
JH:"> 
I soo 
J8UU 

'l'·1:mr cnT 
GM'l' 
pm 

:W 

27 
2S 

IS 
IH 
20 
2:) 
26 

14 
Iii 

19 
A11g 4 

5 

Date 
July 16 

OCEAN STATION INDIA 197:3 (couli1111ed) 



Fob 19 April 8 May 4 July I :l Aug 7 Sepn I Sept 2:1 
Mal' J4 May3 May 24 Aug 6 Aug 30 Sept 2J Oct .19 
24 days 26 days 2L clays 25 days 24 days 21 days 27 clays 

l7 4110 (4b) 27J50 14lii 5860 147 ! 28:~ (I I b) 
an! 158 awl 1294 an! '37 avd 244 avrl i avd 48 
l 6 266 5495 856 5884 

12 
25 1.25 9 31 

180 :; .13 5 
15 454 

l 
1 ij 21 

3 78 194 18 1:1 (~i) 
2;3 62 I 6·i 6 27 4 ;')8 

u 127 I :~4 (I :Ii) 
11 Ml 2 :1 8 (:Ii) 

4 I 4 (i) 

2 (i) :l (2i) 
8 11 

2 .111 887 2 217 I :3 (:)i) 
4 (2i) 4 (i) :18(i 81 ;;9 (ii6i) 2 (Ii) 

3 (i) 

1842 (167i) i535 (-HHOi) 1:1600 16 1()2 10 242 ( l 75i) 
avd 77 avd 290 avd 648 avd 7 avd 9 

IJ 17 (I Ii) 
1.8 2::! (A) :li 

10 18 :10 (LC) 
I (H.) 

" 48 2 

WEATHER SHIP OBSERVATIONS - 1973 - SEABIRD T 



F'ou11rl dead 

S. Shv 
S. Arrived singly, all emuciated. 

011e clier! soon. One died 18th 
despite forcer! feod ing 

S. 13nth in moult 
Took food. Oue died later 

Sf.ayed until 2 April when wind 
changed S/6-8 

S. Exbaustod. Dep SW. Chnsed 
hy 'Kittiwakes 

r\rr J\/t: flew puat heading SW 
c 
$. I caurrht but D next day 
, '. Tr. moult 

Remarks 
c 
C: briefly 
o 
l(M) + J(F). Adult plumage. 

Arr E. Duck remained 2 hr .. 
Both dep SW 

Fi I hr. Tired 
S Iii mins. 
CI hr 
Small, Flew past very ra.pid ly 

heading E 

-s OCEA~ STATION IN DLA I f!7:1 (co11tin'uPd) ,,., ~. 
J !P1ime arr 
~ Date G1\!l'l.' Sp~cies IV,i11,d, weather, ·v·i.-; 

~ Nov :J 1100 F'ieldluro t'I'urdus vilori.>)0! NW/:3 lOnrn 
I;{ 14-45 Purple Sandpiper :l00/22kt I 011111 
17 I 140 Redwmg ('l''ul'dus iliucv,.)'' I 70/:?7kt i'inrn 
20 ! 11.'i 2 Eider (8omotr.ri11 nto//i,~"1·11w) 2:10/ I :ikt :1nrn 

:!I I! 15 Ficldfaro 270/2.J.k t 1011111 
...... , ! 100 Purple Sand piper il:Jl)/ 1 Skt. 5nm 
:?.J. 1:3:JO Purple Sandprper 080/ZOkt 511111 
so I :l:lO :l Duck Sp (Teal: .4110.• crecca'I) 240,1 l.J.kt, :lnm 

1974 
Jan 1-~~ Nil 
'Mar :11 early am Redwing Sl~/7 dccrcnsing 

May :1 11 :lo Fieldl:i:1ro 0:10/20kt 

7 0800 D11nli11 08t)i I I kt 
1:300 Oysteron: cher I :10/ lflkt 

!) 1100 :! Meadow Pipit lii0/1:3kt 
1400 'I'urnstouc I 411/ ll)kt. 

10 1600 Redwi-rg 0101201,t goorl vis. 
12 ruso Ounli11 I !l0il5kt 

0!)00 Dunlin 
1000 Sho1·fH1n.rc-'d Owl (As1oflr11n111ea) 170/ I ~kt 
1100 Wheateur 170/l:Jkt 

].') 0700) :i Swallow l(i()/l:lkt 
1000) 
:?100) 

17 oson Swallow I :Ul/Z:>kt gnorl 1·iR 
:!o 14.()() Swallow :U0/27kt 



A1T from E, circled, dop W 
S. In moult. Dumugo to left eye 

due hitting superstructure 

Grev Ph ala rope? 
D111ilin 

J 7:10 
0600 

10 
I I. 

S. Arr from E sudden Iv nfter & 
h1·.3 continuous mod. rii.111 
2 D 9th, BM. I D 10th 

ES Ell 200ycls (mod ra.iu] 
wind SE/+ 8th 

SE/4 9t;h 
F.i:{ I 0th 

E,':J 700yrls in fog 
E/'~ 300yds in fog 

7 .1830 Sopt 

:!7 
30 

:!I 

'l'ime arr 
Dat« GM'I' Specie» Wind, uicather, vi.~ Remarks 
The following birds were repartee'. without further details during the period 7-30 Aug. 
Aug I!) White Wagt.ail 

)leadow Pipit 
vVhit·.e Wagtn il 
Tree Pipit 
White WA.gtnil 
2 House Martin 
2 Honse Martin 
l House Martin 
6 Whentenr 

OCEAN STATION ,JULIET 

1973 

NH. \\1he11te11r 

WNW/'i 2 \Vheatear (I~· + I Ml) 

S. Died after :{6 hrs 
S (i,\- hrs 
S2ih~.D.BM ~ 
One Aew off afrur 24 hrs. Other' /'' 

Bt;a,v<ld taking food but died 011 / 
24t.h _,.. .---- ___.-' 

S :rn hrs. Tended to be driven off 
by 'vVngtaiL which had estub 
lishecl its territory 

T,1111dod ~Avm·11I time!< but. never' 
Rt;ayed long 

fi',xS/5 poor VIS. 8/8 St, 
81'\ffi/4 good vis 8/8 Sc 
KNE/5 good vis 
NE/4 good vis 

Rwnllow 
Turtle DO\·e (Streptopetia t urtur; 
Tree Pipit (juv) i Anthu» lr1:·!'ic1Li.y) 
2 White Wagtail (juv) (M.11.fll!J11) 

.J11110 2:1 06(J0 
2(i ()!)00 

.'-\11g l:! i500 
J.j, 2100 

:!:! 1000 

26 



C:1rninR 
S. Weak. D next· day 
Swin1rning/divi_ng at distance 
Did not sdt.lP.. Dep N8 
S 2 hrs. Shy 

S bricflv 

S. CA.11ght.. Released fit.It. X. 
Wing 174mm 

c 

i"cecling in wake of ship 
Flow past hf'ocling SvV 

C 40 mins 
C several t.imes 
'I'wo singles. Dep SW 

/?,!.t11(1'i'k.S 
Seen in fliitht Irom l Of't, C :J.-t hrs 
S. l(illed bv cat. BM 
SH hrs . 
F'lew past hr-ading S\\I. Winter 

plumage 
Sf't;tle:I on water I :\yds. Sturdy bill 
<~1·011ps 1-H arr from N heading \V 
S until 28th. Chased Wilson 

Pnf'.r<>ls 
Flow past. Call heard 

04·0/6kt l.Ilnrn 
290/4kt :'inm 
Calm iinm 
:1.20/IOkt 
220/6kt. l nrn 

0!)()/7kt. I011rn 

15019kt 20nrn 
060/5kt. 2nrn 

I 90/!2kt IOnrn 

Ruff i Phnlomach us pii.r11rnx) 
Phylloscopus Sp 

Chiffchaff' 
2 Goldcrest, IM, 11<' (l?e11ul11s 

requlus) 
Song Thrush ('Cu:rrlu..\' 1Jhilomrlos) 
Song Thrush 
Common Sooter (M) 
Snow Bunting 
Blackcap (Ii') (Sylvi(I atrica-pilla'; 

Turtle Do,·e (juv) 

Lapland Bunting (Colco'l"ins 240/22kt I01o1n 
iapponicus) 

Phularopc Sp HI 0.128kt 20nrn 
Phalarope Sp :120/l3kt 20nm 
Phalarope Sp 200/!lkt. l nm 
Lapland Bunting 220/ I Okt 2nm 
Common Sooter (Ii') (Melo11illo 11i(1m.)200/ 13kt I Onrn 
Phalarope Sp 21O/I3kt J Onm 

17'10 
ono 
l 141i 
0902 
I 2:10 

8 

]:~46 

1120 
JU5 

171 ii 
1440 
1400 
1710 
08-tO 
08ii5) 
1610) 
0616 3 

10:14 

280/17kt IOnrn 
270/20kt iinrn 
~.50/ ISkt .5nrn 

0730 2 Grey Phn la.ropo 
080ii-l 7ii0 9 Phalarope Sp 
0940 Peregrino Falcon I Fnlco 7;erer1rin·us) 

\Find. uieathrr, v·i.~ 
E/3 600yds in fog 
R/3 600yds 
NE/:~ 600yds 
230/16kt. 20nrn 

Species 
Kestrel ( fi'o/t·o ti111111nc11h18) 
Skylark (A/,11.1((/a flruen,,is) 
3 Meadow Pipit 
:! Phalarope Sp 

1l'·i111t> arr 
(IM'I' 
1100 
2000 
0;;20 

12:10 

28 
:W 

Oct I 

27 

Date 
Sept. 11 

I:~ 
24 

OCEAN STATfON JL"Lll£T l!J73 (r·onli1<11et!) 



1723 Song Thrnsh 

11 ]620 l3unting Sp Reed? (E'mberiza 080/2\Jkt I nm 
schoeniclus) 

1646 Dunlin ? 
1725 Carden Warbler (Sylvia borins 

I~ 0740 :! Starung 090/20kt ~11111 
0810 4 Meadow Pipit 070/22kt :.!nm 

0850 Phylloscopus Sp? 
0850 Carden Wat-brer? 
0927 l:fodll'ing 
0036 Skylark 080/20kt 211111 

-s 1220-161:) :~ Song T'hr-ush 060/20kt 2nnl r 1~50 Colden Plover (Pl uoiuli» apricaria) 060/15kt 2nm 

~ 1621 Red wing 
.>, 1630 Uoldon Plover 060/18kt 2nrn 
~ 1639 Whoatcnr 060/ 15kt 211rn 
~ ] 75,-, Dunlin 060/l:)kt. 211111 

J 00/20kt 21un 

S l hr 
Groupe, 2. ii. I. Some settled 

short periods 
C f"ew minutes with Meadow Pipit; 
C sn mins. R few mins 
C few rnins 
S l hr 
c 
Arr fror» I~. I 7:30. Caught Song 

Thrush and plucked 1t on the 
wing. Ate little and dropped it 
11t I 7:l9. Near .·hip for 26 rnius 
but did not la11d 

Killed by Mcrh». Finally dropped 
and set upon by Fulmars 

C 45 mins. Did Hot call. Could 
have been Lapland 

Flew straight past heading W 
S. Tired. D L?J;h. X. Weight I lg 

at death. VV i11g 75mm. BilJ to 
skull l.4mm. Tarsus I 9mm. 
Tail 50mm 

Suntil 16th.Fed 
S. D l:Jth. \>Vt. nt death Jag. 

Wing 78mm. Tarsus 2:Jmm. 
Ri11cl claw I :~1111n. One dep \V 

c 
C severru mins 
C 30 mins 
C 9 mins 
Two flew past. 0.110 S l l1r 
Cl hr+ 
C few rr ins 
C briefly 
Few pa .. ;t \\' 
C r•losf' :; ruins 

100/20kt 211rn 

I00/20kt 2nrn 
100/20kt 2nrn 

0906 .11 Scarfing 
0745-1400 0 Meadow Pipit 

1245 Brumbling ( E'rinrtilla, mont,ijringilla) 
J345 Whcatear 
1400 Bmmhli11g 
1411 Blackcap (F) 
1502 Oyatercatchcr 
1720 Mcr-liu i Folco coiumbariusi 

10 



-s OCEAi"\T STATION JULIET 1073 (continuecl) ~ ~· .... 'I'ime arr <::: 

"' Date G1vJT Speeiee Wind. uieulhrr, ris Hemark:s ... 
«:) Oct. 13 1015 Meadow Pipit L00/18kt ;j,,m C5mins 
~ 1220 S11ow Hunting I OO/l 3kt 511111 li'le·.<· past 

1225 Kestrel (l<') 100/ 1 :~kt 211rn S until 14th. Tirorl 
.1300 Knot. (G'rilir/ris cwiutu::s) C fi ruins 
J :156 Song Thrush ]2()/13kt 111111 Flew close, heading W 
1420 Starling 111111 Distant. Fl.vi11g w 
]43,; Skylark I nm Flew close. Vr-rv low 

14 085:3 Herl wing 0:)0;J7kt :inm S JI) rnins • 
1000 2 Hodwi11ir c, pursued by Kibtiwakes 
I :~30 Rlldwing S :'i hrs 
1415 Dun I in o:JO/ t 6kt. 211m $. Caught liit;h, weak. Fed,. 

Released in Olyrlo 22nd. Wt. 011- 
capture :?6g. Wing 112mm 

1(;:30 Cardr11 Warbler O<lO/J Skt 211m S friw mins 
l:j 11 ::?O and '!. Phalarope Sp 040/:Wkt IOnrn One settled few mins. Dep SvV 

1200 
1322 and 2 Snow Bunting 340°/ I Skt One flying s. One s few mins., 
]:}05 clop SF. 
1602 Phali~rop6 Sp :330/16kt IOnm Sett.led on water· fow mins 

17 JOOO VII h catcur :{20/ J :.!kL 1011111 S few mins 
24 1500 2 Turnstoue 200/4kt C several times 
29 1.630 Kestrel (F) 140/ J 5k t good vis C 5 ruins. Dep NW 
30 0:)10 Meadow Pipit I 50/20kL mod vis S so hrs. D. BM 

!;)00 Turtlo Do\'C lfi0/22kt mod vis C few rnins 
Nov 3 0930 Bunting Sp 020/:l2kt s. Caught and released. x. Prob- 

Reed Bunting W) 
1700 Wader Sp 

Purple Sandpiper Seen briefly 
Dec 4 NR Dnnlin Nl~ 



s 
S. li:inuc:iatod. D 
, 'wimming close (I~ hrs). Nibbled 

11t broad thrown to it 
Pussed close 
s 
S. D I :1 hrs. l\o food taken 
S 48 hrs. 3 D (24-36 hrs) 
S 48 h rs 
S. Food taken 
. · all day 
. '. Caught, but escaped J 200 

Hemark»: urind, weather, viA, Ne. 

:rn0/:15kt good vis 
200/20kt good vis 
Sl~/4-6, rain, poor vis 
:WO/ I !ikt good vis 
270/l•lkt 
:rnoj1okt good vis 
I .JO/ I ll<l' good vis 
040/4kt showery, good vis 

140/!Jkt 
J !)O/ikt 
I ;'iO/(ikt 

Loi.&· long. (neare»! /aw/) 

1974 

'I'urustoner 
Whimbrel 
Swallow 
4 D1111li11 
Who11tcur (:Vl) 
Purple Sundpipcr 
Whcmtollr 
Croy Wagtail (jU\') (Nlotacilla 

cinerro) 

Specie.~ t Lot in 110111c) 
NJL l'CJ)OJ't. 
131ackbil'd (M) tT'urdus 111ernfo) 
Moudow Pipit. 
T11ftod D11ck (M) (Av1hy11 jul·igulo) 

])ate 
(local time) R~{. 
lu Feb-!) Mal' 
Mn,. :1-1 0730 

1430 
April 21 I 220 
Mn.y 1:1 l:WO 

1:1 1000 
14 1700 
17 1200 

1400 
.l uiy :lO 1800 
Aug 14· 0720 

1:3 0100 



Found dead 

D 1 day. BM 

Remarks 
S 6 clays. Wt. on 

capture 96g. Re 
leased Clyde at 
87g 

S I day. Ringed 
a n d re 1 eased 

i. Heed Warbler A. van Gaaus, Dutch M.N. JG Aug 53°fi2'N North Sea NW/3 
t Acrocephuleus scirpoceuei M.V. 'Blommendal' 03°17'E N. Holland 60' 3/8 cloud 

Good vis 
3. Wilson's Warbler (M) NR 25 Aug 52°N 060° NR 

( W ilsonia 1nm:t1a) M.V. 'Barn burgh Castle' 42°"V Newfoundland Cloudless 
520' Good vis 

4. White Wagtail Capt. K. Salwegtcr 30 Sept :J8°55'N Gulf of Chihli NR 
(Motcwilla alba) Dutch M.N. I l 8°03'E l5'E ofTientsin 

M.V. 'Arnstelhof" 

W·inrl, 
weather, 
vis 
140/2 

Arriua; Lat.] Sea A.rea of 
date/time Loruj. nearest land 
ii Aug fi9°00'N S. Iceland 

HJ0J 2'W 230' (Station India) 

Observer/Ship 
A. W. G. John 
OWS Monitor 

Species (.sex) 
1. Turnstone 

(Arenaria interpresi 

M - Male 
F - Female 
.Tuv - Juvenile 
A - Adult 
nm - vis in nautical miles 

S - Stayed on board (duration) 
R - Released 
D - Died oubcard (duration) 
BM - Corpse 'lent to B.M. 
P - Photogrnphs taken 
:NR - Not recorded 

Key to abbreviations: 

The following records of landbirds examined in the hand were received during the period (up to l Sept. 74). 
Reference is made to them in the relevant analysis of Ocean Weather Ship Station reports and Sea. Passage reports. 

Sill[MARY OF LANDBIRDS EXAi\HNED IN THE HAND 1973/74 



'"rj 5. Yellow Wagtail Capt. P. W. 0. Chilman 28 Oct 38°54'N w, i\fod SSW/3 Active on nrrival. 
(Motoci/.lajlava,) M.N. 1700 00°43'E 17' Spain V.g. vis D 29th 

S.S. 'Marisa' 
6. Meadow Pipit (juv) Capt. P. W. G. Chilmun 29 Ocb 36°14'N ',.V. Med J.igM airs D 30th 

(J}.nlhus pra.te1wi<1) M.N. 04°08'\.V 29'SE Malaga 2/8 Cu. 
S.S. 'Marisa' V.g.vis 

7. Meadow Pipit (A) Copt. P. W. G. Chilman l Nov 22°oo'N E. Atlantic NNE/3 S 7 hrs+ 
M.N. LOOO 18°00'W 52'W Spanish be 
S.S. 'Marisa' Sahara V.g. vis 

8. Swallow (juv) Lt. C. A. Howesou, .lt.N. 26 Nov J2°1.8'N Caribboan E/18kt D.P. 
(Hirundo rusticoi H.M.Y. 'Britannia,' 72°30'W .I S'C. La Vela 140° 2/8 

Good vis 

1974 
I. Swallow Capt. P. W. G. Chilmiu1 30 April 21°28'N Pacific Formosa Light airs 011eof6. S. DI May 

(Hinmdo '1''1.1.St'ica,) JVLN. JiiOO J 23°52'1!: brg 279° J 71')'. 8/8cu nim 
S.S. 'Megara' l 92'N of Luzon Heavy rain 

poor vis 
2. Meadow Pipit M. Allwright OMay 59°01'N Station India S/E3-4 Emaciated. S 2 hrs 

(Anthiis pratensis) 19°04'W S. Iceland 240' Low cloud 
Good vis 

3. Swallow M. Allwright l5 May 59°04'N Station Ir-dia 160'/15kt SJ 2 hrs 
(Rinmdo rustica; OWS Surveyor J9°22'W Overcast. 

Poor vis 
4. Swallow J. H. Balls 23 .Iune 59°04'N Station India ExS/5 D ;w hrs 

(Hirwndo rustica; OWS Monitor t9°43'W 8/8 St 
Poor vis 

5. Purple Sandpiper B. P. Cooper/N. E. Marks 30 July 52°30'N Station J u]iet 360/IOkt D 2 days 
(Ca/idris 'llwritima) OWS Adviser I 9°24'W 4.00'W Ireland 7 /8 cloud 

M.B.C. 
~ 
9 
~ 
0 ;:; 
"' 



Ji'orty-two 

It would also be helpful for understanding the weather pattern 
giving rise to unusual records of bird migration if a simplified map 
of the weather situation over the preceding two or three days 
could be included with such reports. Observers from the Ocean 
Weather Ships may find it feasible to do this, and they will be 
studied with interest. 

The tables i.n this issue reflect in parbicular the wealth of 
material and the high standard of reporting that we have come 
to expect from the Ocean Weather Ships, but also a marked increase 
in reports of interest. from Merchant Ships in unusual parts of the 
world as gleaned from their Meteorological Logs. 

AR can be seen from the Scabion Reports and al ·o from Tables 
C and D, the pattern in the Eastern Atlantic is broadly similar to that 
in Sea Swallow 23 and most falls of birds occur both in spring and 
autumn during periods of easterly winds. However, the spring 
passage of Hirundines at Station India (mainly House Martins 
!II May '7:3 and Swallows in May '74) was not recorded in '72. 
These occurred in easterly winds with poor visibility. Another 
noticeable feature is the start in early August of the Wader 
migration (mainly Turnstones, Wh.imbrel, and Phalaropes). 

The Eastern Atlantic is an area of special interest to me and 
others sbudying the possibility of long-distance migration from 
Iceland and Greenland. The birds' survival must dspend very 
much on the weather pattern throughout their flight and the 
c'.egree to which the wind shortens or lengthens their journey. 
Northern races of birds such as Wheatears, and. Redwings, tend to 
be both larger and heavier than southern races so accurate meas 
urements am'. weights of all such birds that are caught onboard can 
provide valuable clues as to their source of origin, i.e., Scandinavia. 
or Iceland/Greenland. 

The weight of a bird is also a good measurement of its physical 
state and therefore the length of flying time before capture. Most 
birds tend to take on large amounts of fuel reserves as fat before 
departing on a long migratory journey: small Warblers, for ex 
ample White-throats (Sylvia commumisi, can almost double their 
body weight before crossing the Sahara. It would. be helpful. there 
fore if observers could take advantage of all opportunities to 
record weights of birds caught and include this data in their reports. 
It is well worth while for keen observers to invest in accurate 
spring balance. for this pul'po~e. These are obtainable through 
the Brirish Trust. for Ornithology and anyone requiring advice 
should write to me. 

By Commander M. B. Casement, R.N. 

LANDBIRD SUMMARY 



Forbj.three 

M.B.C. 

Meticulous records over the years will help to build up the 
overall picture and settle for example the argument whether birds 
such as Wheatear (Oenanthe oenam.the) can migrate direct from 
Iceland to West Africa. 

Another picture which is beginning to emerge is the extent 
to which Falcon species are regularly recorded on long migrating 
journeys over the sea. This analysis includes Kestrels regularly 
off the West Coast of Africa (Table C) and also a Larmer Falcon. 
Peregrines are seen widely throughout the world, and in the Indian 
Ocean (Table H) there are records of Red-footed Falcon, Osprey 
and. Hobby. These species may well depend. on catching small 
possessive migrants for food on the way. It is well known for ex 
ample that the timing of the Merlin's arrival in the Faeroes from 
Iceland co incides with arrival of Wheatears, and there are numerous 
examples over the years of Peregrines and Kestrels preying on 
exhausted migrants onboard ships but of special interest is the 
record of actual "in-flight refuelling" by a Merlin at Station Juliet 
on 10 October '7:3. 

The only similar record I know is of a KestreJ (Falco tinnitnu.lns) 
I saw myself in September '64 in the Ionian Sea (Mediterranean) 
bub 1 did not observe it actually eating on the wing. 

The other family which is reported widely throughout the 
world are the Hirundines (Swifts, Martins and Swallows). From 
Table 0 there are indications of a movement of Swallows on 5 
March '7;3 100 miles North of the Canaries, and from Table H a 
large passage of Swifts across the Straits of Hormuz on 5 March 
'74. Most remarkable of all must surely be the report on 12 April 
'?::l (Table C) of the unidentified Swifts almost mid-way between 
South America and South Africa. What on earth were they doing 
there? 

My thanks to all those contributors to this issue and good 
bi rel watching to yon all for I 070. 



Pncific (West) 

E. At.laut ic (W. Africa and Iber 
lant 

W. Atlantic 

E. Paciflc, Behring Sea, Yellow 
Sea 

S. Pacific (West) 

S. Pncific (Wflst) 

Mod.-Adriatic 

.N. A t;lant.ic 

N. Sea. 8nglish Channel. Biscay, 
E. Atlantic ('v\i. Africa) 

E. Atlantic (W. Africa] 

('•) 
SP.11 r1 reas 
Indian Ocean 

K 

G 

R 

I 

J 

F 

B 

c 
D 

(4) 
Nefere11ce 
A 

::!::; Sept 

17-22 l\ov 

:!!i-HO Oct 

14 Oct 

14-:30 , 'cpt 

20-22 Oct 

14.July-1 Aug 

fJ ,July 

:l-10 June 

(:!) 
Drue 
18 April 

197H 

Lagos to U.K. 

R coast U.S.A. 

Sydney to Singapore 

Japan to Australia 

Portland ((J.S.A.) 
Chingangtao-China 

Fiji to Sydney, l\.S.W. 

Marseille to Trieato 

I co land Patrol 

(2) 
PC18 .. aqe 
\V. Ausnralia to Persian 

Culf 
Gothenburg to Persian 

Gulf 
London to Rio 

(I) 
Qli.yP-rver/Ship 
I. Capt. D. W. Luff 

S.S. 'Brandon Priory' 
2. Capt. P. VV. G. Chilman 

S.S. 'Mytilu~· 
:1. 2/0 R. W. Jo11ghin 

M.V. 'Drina' 
4. Lt. M. K. Barrit.t, R.N. 

H.M.S. 'Arethusa' 
5. Ch. Officer \\1. C. \\T. P1·ice 

S.S. 'Mobil Daylight' 
6. Capt. K. Salwegter 

M.V. 'Amstelhof" 
7. r.e. M. K. Barritt, n.N. 

H.M.S. 'Hydra' 
8. Lt. M. K. Barritt, R.N. 

H.M.S. 'Hydra' 
!l. Capt. K. Salwegter 

M.V. 'Amstelhof' 
I 0. Capt. G. H. Phillips 

M.V. 'Lagos Palm' 
JI. A. B. J·. Booth 

M.V. 'Arctic Troll' 

The following reports of Landbirds at sea were received during 1973/4 up to the period ending L September 1974 

Analysis by Commander M. B. Casement, R.N. 

SEA REPOR.T SHEETS 



Notes: 'l.'he reference letter shown in column ~l is used for brevity and ease of cross-referenuing into cho analysis tables for the 
relevant year. Example: 1974 Capt. Chilrnuu - Persian Gulf area 25 Mar-22 April Sen Table B reference F. 

2 The dates and sea areas shown in columns ::l and ii uro relevant only to significant landbird observations recorded on 
rassagn. 

Arabian Sea-Persian 2 July-2:3 Aug L 
Gulf 

S. Spain to Persian 28 Oct-6 Nov M Med., E. Atlantic (W. Africa) 
Gulf 

.Lf.l74 

(2) (3) (4) (5) 
Pas.w1ye Date Reference Sea A recs 
Hamburg to Port, L April A E. Atlantic (W. Africa) 

Elizabeth 
Laurence Marques to 14-lli May B E. Atlantic ( Iberlaut), Biscay 

. Antwerp 
Balbao to 'I'singtuo 22-29 April c E. Pncific 

Falkland ls. to 7 April D W. Atlantic 
Montevideo 

Buenos Aires to S1111tos 18 April E W. Atlantic 

Persian Gulf area Zii Mar-22 April F Persian Gulf 

7. 

(I) 
Observer/Ship 
I. Capt. R.. H,. w.u 

M. \/. 'Rotherw ick Ca.stle' 
2 -, Capt. H.. R Will 

M. V. 'Rotherwick Castle' 
a. Capt. K. Salwegter 

M.V. 'Voorne' 
4. A.B. M. F. Hollowav 

H.M.S. · Encluran~e' 
s. A.:R. l\f. F. Hollowav 

H.M.S. 'Endumnce' 
6. Capt. P. W. G. Chilman 

S.S. 'Megara' 

12. Capt. P. W. G. Chilman 
S.S. 'Marisa' 

13. Capt. P. W. G. Chilmau 
S.S. 'Marisa' 



La rk Sp. tAlnutlo arveu~1:s?) 

Iienurrl:«: w/11rl. weather, uis, etc. 
M.V. S'll[trtr i'Jxpm·ter (Sugar L111e 

Ltd). flying K 
JVf.V. C'ily of Liuerpool. (Ellerm1111 

City Lino). Capt . .J. I. Owen. 
Bad weather. D .12 hrs 

Lot. & lons], (·1ware"I fond) 
48°42'N 09°40'W 
!OO'SW Scillie« 
46° I 6'K 7° l s-w 
170'SW r·shant 

Species ('Duli11 nw11e) 
Redshank (Tringr1 totonusi 

Dute 
(loca.l ti111c) Hef. 
8 Aug MET 
Noon 
14 Oct MET 
ooaoz 

1973 

TABLE A 

EAST ATLAl'l"TIC (BISCAY) 

R. Atlantic (Biscay) 
I~ .. Atlantic (Lberlant.) - C. Finisterre to Gibraltar 
E. At.lantic (W. Africa) - Oibra ltur to Cape of Good Rope 
N. Atlantic (North of !i1°.l'\) 
West Atlantic (West. of :30°W and including Caribbeun and Culf of Mexico) 
Norbh Sen am! English Channel 
Mod iterrancan and Adriatic 
Lnd ian Ocean, Red Sea and Persian C11IJ 
Pacific 011d S. Chinn Sea 

Table A 
.l3 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 
}{ 
J 

~ ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS s 
~ ~ This analysis include: records received from the following sources: 
H 

a) R.N.B.W.S. Sea. Report sheets (Land.birds) - indicated by reference letters 
b) Meteorological Log Returns (identifiable species only) - indicated bv MET. 
c) OWS reports on passage - indicated by "OWS" followed by initials of observers. 

The observations are analysed in the following tables by sea areas: 
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M.V. 'I'urkistan. (P. & 0.). S 1 
day+. Prob. arrived passing 
Gran Cnnaria on 11th 

S.S. Esso Mercia (Esso Petroleum 
Co.) 

s 
M.V. ('·ii// of Liverpool (F.llPrman 

Lines). S several hours 
S ~lmrns. NNW/4 

S 40 mins. N/5 be 

S. N'W/4 be 

S 2± hrs. NNT<:/5. Overcast 

One S 6~ hrs. N x 1~/4 he 

Remarks: umul, weather, uis, etc. 
i\11.\1. Haze/moor (Runciman Ship 

ping Ltd). S l day. Released 
near Fuorteventura 

Numerous 
S briefly 
M:.V. British Commodore (BP 

Tankers). Capt. E. Henderson. 
Appeared to arrive from E, cir 
cler! HO mins and dep Westwards 

S.S. Mohseer. Capt. P. A. Cun5on. 
Last. port Trinidad 

17° I S'N ) 7°:30'W 
:3 t 'W Senegal 

29°5 I 'N J.'i03:3'W 
30'W Canaries 
:rn°24'N Ul027'W 
180'E Madeira 
21°0H'N is-co-w 
40'W C. Bh.mco 

4°12'N 23°48'W 
300'NR St. 'P1.1uJ. Hocks over 
600'SW Sierra Leone. 
Over SOO'NE Brazil 
17° 15'S 14°30'W 
S. Al;lantic. 
550'W St Helena 
34°f>4'N 13°07'\•V 
230'1\T\V Morocco 
19°.'ifi'N 18°12'\V 
JOO'W C. Blanco 
14 °04'N 1s01 s-w 
45'SW C. VPrdo 
12°111'N is-re-w 
70'SW Bat.hurst 

Lal.&: long. (nearest land) 
31°15'N 10°55 w 
60'W Morocco 

Hoopoo ( UJJUJJa epops) 

Canary (Serinu.• canaria) 

R.ac111g Pigeon 

Turtle Dove (Streptopetia. /·urhir) 

Namaqua Dove (M) (Oena ca.pensis) 
House Martin 

Swallow 

2 House 1\fa.l'tin (Delichon. urbica) 

Kestrol (F) ( Ealco tinnimcuJ.us) 

Green Boron 1 (Buieride« virescens) 

Swallow 
Bee Baster (Merops apiaeter; 
6 Hirundines Alpine Swift~ 

(A11us melba ; 

Species (La.l!in name) 
Scops Owl (juv) (Otos scops) 

MET 16 Aug 
00007. 

NrnT 12 Aug 
lOOOZ 

c 
12 Juno 
0930Z 
o ;July 

7 June B 
1030 
!) June B 
1550 
10 JtU1C B 
1240 
10 .Tune B 
1645 

:30 Anril MRT 
.1000' 

12 April MET 
0300-0100 

Date 
(local /.ime) Ref. 
(i April MET 
1800Z 

Al'l"ALYSIS BY SEA A REAS-TABLE C 1973 (conlinited) 



S Light airs b. Characteristic 
flight. Insects onboard 

S 20 1111115. SE/+ be 

S. N/'!. be 
S (one until I Ci30). Probably 

rerna ining from yesterday 
N/:3 be. F'Iymg N at 50 ft 

S. Caught and ate Red-necked 
Phalaropo 

S. Prominent pule eyebrow, dark 
line through eye 

S. Ate small Warbler. NN-E/2 be 

S. Probably included 3 from a.rn. 
S. Not posit.ive 
S. until dark. NNE/2 be 

S. NNE/3 be. Ono possibly from 
yesterday 

S 7 hrs -l-, X 

S.S. Mutaura (P. & 0.). S. Dep 
Eastwards 

M.V. City of Liuerpool ., Capt. J. L 
Owenv S 12 hrs 

S. Light a irs, blue sky 
s 
Flying round ship 
s 
s 
S. NNE/3 b 

20°3+'N 18°0l'W 
50'SW C. Blanco 
17°24'N J 8°06'W 
J OO'W Senegal 

l 2°00'N l 8°00'W 
75'W C:11iMa Coast 
00°36'N 17°09'W 
JOO'SW Guinea Coast 
04°02'S 06°30'W 
fiOO'S Ivory Coast 

21 °06'N l8°0l'W 
45'W C. Blanco 

2(1°as'N 15°5ww 
70'S of Canaries 
22°00'N 1 8°00'W 
52'\V of Span ish Sahara 

13° I O'N 18°15'W 
70'W Gambia 
I !)000'N I 7°48'W 
70'SW Maurctania 
:31°19'N 11°47'W 
120'W Morocco Coast 

F'lycatcher Sp. Species? 

St.r ike Sp. 

Turnstone (Arenarict interpres'; 

i5 Swallow 
Garden Warbler? (Sylvia. borin) 
2 Kost.rel (!<') 

3 Kestrel (F) 
3 Swallow 

Kestrel (F) 

Rock Sparrow? (Petronia vetronici) 

3 Swallow 
J Meadow Pipit (Ant/ms pratensiei 
Shorb-cared Owl (As'io flammeusi 

Turtle Dove 

White Throat (Sylvili co1nimmis) 
Black Cap (M) (Sylvia oiricapillai 
Rouse Martin 
Wheaf.ear iOenaruhe oeruuuhei 
2 Song Thrush ('.l'wrdits ericetoru m'[ 
1 Warbler Sp. 
Swallow 

Kestrel (F) 

Grey Heron (Ardea. cinerea) 

6 Nov M 

BNo,: M 
0620-0800 
LU00-1800 

2 Nov M 
0700-0800 

1000-1750 

141ii-1435 

3.1 Oct 
]()30-1800 
I Nov 
1000-1040 
8 

MET 
l\lIBT 4 Sept 

0700 
18 Oct 
llOOZ 
30 Oct 
I fi4·0-1800 



Remarl.«: wi1t1l, we-a/her, vis. etc. 
Arr from SW. Wind E/l5kt. 

S 24 hrs 
Wind W 11 Okt. L•'l.ving in group \~r 

to E town rrl~ C: ruusey Is. 

S nr:til p.m. 2nd. o.11cl probably 
IP-ft, when passing Cape Verde 

S.S .. Jervis Ba!! (Container F'leebs 
Ltd.). Capt. L. E. Rowell. 
Exhausted. S ;; hrs before dep. 

!Vf. V. Elbe Ore (Cayzer I 1Ti11e & 
Co.). S 6 hrs 

S.S. Briti"h Bombantier (BP Tank 
ers) 

Su.JI day. Kc-I P,[7 

Remarl:»: wind. uicathcr, 11is. etc. 
M.V. B111·11os Airl's Star (Blue Stnr 

Line). Capt. D. Gilmour 
M.V. Clrm Ylacfoy (Cayzer In·i11g 

& Co.). :! S days 

Dot. & Ion(/. (ncc1"esl /011d) 
n:~00:l'N 8°32'W 
60°NW Faeroes 
66°30'1\ 1 R0:30'W 
llO'N of Tcr-Iand 

7 Eider ( •• 'omateria 111.nll·issi111(1) 

S7Je.c1'.c8 ( Lati-n nn111e) 
Whimbrel (.\''11111enius JJhaeopu8) 

NORTH ATLANTIC (NORTH OF ;)l 0N) 

1973 

TABLED 

2;)' off Dakar ( W. f\ fricn.\ 

I !)000'S fi046'E 
3'10'W off SW Africa 

20°47'N l4°;J4'W 
I OO'Nl\"'E Canaries 
26°04'N 16°03'W 
SO'N'v\' Spanish Sahura 

1974 

Lal. ,(·long. (11ecn·e"1 /r111tl) 
8° I !YN 25°13'W 
400'S Cape Verde ls. 
L 005'N 10°2:!'W 
:!20'SSW T.ibPria 

Lu.uner Falcon (Palco biarmicuei 

:J Night Heron (juv) (.l\lycticorn.~ 
nyct·icom.~) 

3 R.11.ei11g Pigeons 

2 Tu rble Dove 

Hoopoe 

Small Pusscrine Quolea Sp~ 

Specie.< ( [,01·i11 name) 
!\fo.rsh Owl~ (...tsio capensi.>~) 

lie], 
J) 

D 

D<1Je 
tlocal. fimc) 
MJulv osoo-ino 
l(i -Tu ly 
0400-0800 

Date 
ilocal. ti111e) Ucj. 
17 Nov MP.T 
1 ssoz 
I Dec :MET 
1 G:~oz 

22 Feb 
H...n1. 
I Apr-il A 

IOMay 
IOOOZ 

149 .fol.v MET 

~ AN AL YSIS 13Y SEA AREAS-TAI{ LE: C I !Jn (conti11uetl) 
<; 
~ 



D few hours. X. Wing G!Jmn1. 
Wind :lOO Skt. Vis iimn 

S. Small groups (max !l). Tired. 
One died (wing 85 mm). Several 
caught aud released when in 
sight of land :2000. Two found 
deud a.m. iit:h 

Calm. Yis 3nm. S several hours 
until near coast N. Ireland 

S several times. With ~lcutlo"c 
Pipits hut call d1~ti11<'th·c 

S I hr. v t irr-d . \\'incl S\\' :30kt 
Vis IOnm 

JcJcw past X\\' to SE. \\'ind 
:1:{0/\lkt. \'1s 1011111 

L''lc\\' W to E. ht. :{0 ft. \\'ind 
:!40°/IOkt. \'is 1011111 

C. Wind :.!70 (ikt. \'i~ iinm 

S 10 muis. t>1111('. Wind :!:l0°/l:!kL 
Vi"' :1011111 

CI hr. \\'i11rl :l60°110kt. \'i~ :~Onm. 

vVinrl S\\' 6. Dep S 

Adult mn lr-s hcudiug I), 'E to 
wnrclf< the Hrun. \\li11d \\' I 

\Vind S\\' ii. :.! adult. male» Aying: 
F.SF: towards loclaud 

:)6°00':\ O!J000'\\' 
soxw Tory ]f:. 
r;(i000':-1 O!J0 I :!hr 
i 1J'S \ \ H ebrrdcs 
:i6°1:.!'S 10°00'\\' 
90'8\\' Hvbrirlr-« 
,;7° I:.!':'\ I :1° 18'\\' 
-W'S!': Hocku] l 

;;7°,;o'x 8°-tO'W 
off St Kilrl11 
ii8°00' N 15°30' \ v 
70'1\\\' Rockall 
i;7°M'X 15°06'\\' 
GO'~W Rockull 
'i7°:10' 1 I .J.0 IS'\\' 
::!O'S\\' Rockall 
56°18':\ 10°12'\\' 
l)O'N\V Torv 1~. 
:i6° I :.!'N 0!1°48'\\' 
70'NW Tory ls. 
56°00'X 09°00'\\' 
:iO'X\\' Torv 1~. 

Snow l:lu11t111g iPtectropheno» 
ll'i·1111li->) 

Rr•d\\'ing t'l'unh,» i/iac11.s) 

'I'roc Pipit (.·l.111/i11.s lriui"/is) 

\\'hito \\'agtnil (.llolacilla alba) 

Ruud V\I arblor (A crocephnl u« 
,.,cir1mce11s) 

r-. 20 :'llcadow Pipit 

.\11·uclow Pipit (A nth u« l"'"len.<i.•) 

Laplund H1111t i11g (I')~ 
((',,/cariu.< lappo11ic11.v) 

Oystorcatchcr iHnematopu» 
o.•tmlcyu.>) 

D1111ln1 (C'alitlris 11111riti111a) 

:1 l!:idcr 
Swallow (H irundo rust ico) 

:.! l<i11g EiclN (801110/erio "pectabi/i.,) 6ii0ii8'l\ :!-t02ii'\\" 
Denmark St. off N\\' 
Coast lcclund 

22 l•:idor 12.:im x of Kncla vik urbjnr 
N. Jcclnnd 

0\\"S TOH 

0\\"S TDH 

10 Xov 
1600 
11 Xov 

O!J-tfi 

11:.!6 

l:WO 

2!J .Julv D 
12:10-i 600 

:JO .J 111'" J) 
1600-isoo 
1800-:?000 
I Aug D 
1800 
:I ,'<'pt. OWS TDH 
l:l:IO 
I-IOI\ O\\'S TDH 

lfi·l:i O\\'S TOH 
4 Sept 0\ \"S T I) I{ 
0700 
nsao 
IO:?i>-1300 



Re111ark.Y: wind, weather, cie, etc. 
M.V. Oro/ova Bridge (Oil Carriers 

Ltd.). S 

Iicmnrks: ioind, uieather, vi.~, etc. 
Found dead. Not there l hr 

before. Wing J60 mm. Wind 
S/ L4kt. Vis 3nm 

C. Following ship's lights: call 
d istinctive. Winrl l !l0/l 6kt. Vis 
f>nrn 

C ~ hr. Wind SE/5. Vis :3um 

S a mins. Dep W. Dark legs. 
Wind 100/lOkt -, Vis l Onm 

An· from SE. Flew alongside. 
Wind I 70i J 2kt; 

S few minsvDep SE 

S few mins. Dop S 

Lat. &: tony. (nearest loncl) 
:~S040'N 50°55'W 
580'SSv\T Newfow1cllancl 

1972 
Species (Latin nC11me) 
Peregrino Falcon (Falco 

~pereyrim.t.s) 

'WEST ATLANTIC 

TABLE E 

:i5°20'N 07°45'W 
8' NV\i Coast Ireland 

li4°30'N 11 °54'\<V 
65'W of Ireland 
54°24''N 
70'\N of Ireland 
54°56'N 09°42'W 
40'W of Ireland (just visible) 

5:)024'N 06°30'W 
off Rathlin Is. 

Lot. &: lonq, (neare.~t loncl) 
55°26'N 06°54'W 
IO'N of Irish Coast 

1974 

2 Collared Dove (Stre11topelic• 
rlecaocto) 

Turtle Do,·e (Strev1opelfr1111rtur) 

Swallow (Hirundo rwstiw) 

Rerlwing 

Chiffohaff (Phyllosi;opu.s collybita) 

6 Redwing 

Species (Latin name) 
Redshank (Tri11ya tolanus) 

OWS MA/ 
RJB 

OWS TD.R 

OWS TDR 

O\VS MA/ 
RJ.B 

Ref. 
OWS TDR 

Dale 
(local lime) Ref. 
2!l Sept ME'J' 
2000 

9 July 
12007. 

t Apr:il 
1645 
27 A.pril 
153ii 
13 ,Tune 
J200Z 

0300--0LOO 

Dale 
(local time) 
15 Mn.r 
OOliZ 

A.i\fALYSIS OF SEA AREAS-TABLE D (cont·in-ued) 



s 
Observed catching and eating flies 

M.V. M.arkhor. S. Tame 

Circling 45 mins. 

Brief visit, returning nt 1035. 
Immature 

S t.i hrs -l-. White underside - 
yellow under tail - therefore 
probably Western subspecies 

Heading l\~ 

11. V . .lforkhor. Flying XE 

)11· P. x. Gunson. S 5 ruins 
8 Jr; mins 

~1.V. Murlihor, Flock flying N 

:1-LV. Discoverer (T. & J. Harrison 
Ltd.), Wind E/5. S J 2 hrs 

ill. V. Phe111i111J (Ocean 'I'rnnsporc 
& Truding). Capt C.H. :F. Hill 

11.V. Markhor. Capt. T. A. Gw1so11 

off Haiti 

1s040'N14°,io'w 
:W'NW .Harti 

20°-tO'N 8 I 055'\\' 
GO'S Cuba 

20•,;o'N s2°25'\\. 
:JO'S Cuba 

23°40'1' 86°42'\V 
I 20'NE Mexico 
22°-IO'N 85°45'W 
7•3'N\V Cuba 

:rn•4,;'N n1°o:Yw 
I .JO'S Lo11isia111~ 

1u01o'N S4°00'W 
:{O'N E Honduras 
I 4°07'N i7":30'W 
Caribbean 230'S. Jnmnicii 
20°N uo-w 
Gulf of Mexico Entrance to 
L11ko Charles Channel 

L!)73 

3 Great Blue Heron 
(.-lrdea herodias) 

Egret Sp (prob. American Egret) 
lOasmeroidus albus) 

Peregrine Falcon ( Faico 
peregrin11.~) 

Baru Swallow (H.rustica) 
Green Heron (Butovides 

virescens) 
2 Palm Warblers 
Palm Wai-bler 

Yellow-Shafted Flicker 
tColapte» ottralus) 

Egret Sp 

2 Swift Sp. 
(prob. Choet ura vauxi) 

2 Egret Sp. 
(prob. Leucophou» tlrula'; 

J3n1 n Swallow/Cliff Swallow 
(H .rustica or Petrochelidon 
1>yrrhonota) 

Palm Wurbler ( Oendroica 11alma.rw11) 

Yullow-Throut.ed Warbler 
( Den-lroica dom·inica) 

Yellow-Billed Cuckoo r 
(CoccyzwJ n mericunusi 

Cnt.tJc Egret (Ardea ibis) 

:W Oct MET 

0055 

"1j li25 
s 21 Oct MET 
! 1000 

101,; 
""' 1:305 "'! 

"' "' 

MET 10 Oct 
0800 
1400 

JS Oct MET 
1000- J 100 

JO May :MET 

la Sept MET 
1500Z 
17 Oct MET 



Remnrlcs: wind, 'Weather. vi8, etc. 
S. SW/4. Cloudy 

S.S. Ouren g/:iznbeth II (C1111urd 
.L111c) 

S 7A hrs. Arr S, clop N. Wind 
100fl 8kt. 

Coloured skr-t.ch. S I 0 hrs. Tired, 
Dep W. Wind :{fi0/:)kt r , V good 
vis. 

E;.S. Northern Star, Capt. W. A. 
Murison. Lust port, Barbados 

At least one still onboard from 
2Jst 

Found dead 

Remarks: wind. weather. vis, etc. 
.\f.V. J1'!rtt'khor. Fou01rl dead 

Dot. cf: /011g. (neoresf land) 
:>:3°1 :3'N O:l0:20'E 
l'<'E Yarmouth 70' 

]!)73 

Specie» ( Lari 11 name) 
Tu1·tfo Dove {8rreptopelia turrur) 

:NORTH SEA AND ENGLISH CHANNEL 

TABLE F 

20°08'N 52°~:~'N 
i\:JO'NW Leeward ls, 

Scnrk-t Tanager (Ai) (Pirongu 
olivocea) 

Co1111non Egret (Cas111erocli11" olt.JUs) 28°14'N 7G027''v\l 
!OO'NF. Bahumus 
se-oo-s ii6°1 s-w 
()O'S l\font.f'\'idPO 
26°17'S 41°1:3',!JW 
SO'SF. Braz il 

White-Banded Mock ingbird 
{M'iont.• triurusi 

Shiny Cowbird (F) (Molothn1.1 
l1011orie11.<i8) 

1974 

Dal, c(: !011~1- (•1tCW'Csl lanrl) 
I +037':\ G+0fi2'v\l 
I SO'S Vu-zin Is. 
At.lantio Coast, 
Northern S, A meru-a 
01°:'i0'N 40°48'W 
a50'N of Brazil 

Palm Warbler 

i::!per:ie8 (Latin name) 
Yellow-Billed Cuckoo {Coc<·y:u,, 

r1men·canus) 
Palm Wnrbler 

N~f, 
H 

\!ET 

E 

::VIET 

l) 

J\•IP.T 

i\'IET 

R1')'. 
:Vl8T 

Date 
(loco/. f'i111e) 
:J June 
:w:io 

:l )fiiv 
1:i:rnz 

I 8 Mar 
16:{0 
7 April 
I 2~!0 
IS April 
0900 

28 Oct 

!)ore 
iloeu! l-i111") 
13 Oct 
IOOO 
26-27 Oct 

.-\NA L YSTS BY SEA .IBEM3-TA 13LF. F. I 073 (,miti111w•l) 
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Remarks: wind, weather, vi,•, etc. 
FlyiJ1g :NR. Wind Nv\l/H. Good 

vis. S 4 days. One caught 
butterfly. Fed meat and re 
leased in Persian Gulf to fly off 
ENE. Excellent colour photos 

Lat. & long. (nearest /a,11.(l) 
I 7°23'N (i7°43'E 
:!50'W of Bombay 

Species (Latin. name) 
2 Red-footed Fn.lcon (Palco 

·11eNpert1:11us) 

TABLE H 

INDIAN OCEAN, RED SEA AND PERSIAN GULF 
1973 

S.S. Uqanda. (P. & 0.). Capt G. 
Barrett, ~LN. Owl remained all 
day. Numerous small migrating 
birds identified with assistance 
of Mr C. IC Mylne. Sky over 
cast. Winds Jight south-easterfy 

s 

Re111ark8: unnd, weather, vis, etc. 
S. Light airs, be 
s 
s 
s 

3G.5°N 32.6°E 
25' off coast SW Cyprus 

1974 

Lat. &: long. ( nearest la 11rl) 
30°] 4'N 04°08'W 
25'SE Malaga 

l Long-eared Owl (Asio utus'; 
l Hoopoe ( Lipop« epops) 
Several Willow Warbler 

iPlutlloscopus trochilus) 
about l 0 Chiffchatf (P.collyb·ila) 
l B.obi11 
2 White Wagtail (Nl.a.oUw) 
1 Sardinian Warbler (Sylvia 

melanocephala'; 
8 Lesser Whitethroat 

6 Stonechat (Sox·i.cola torquauu 

Species (Lat·in name) 
3 Robin 
Blackcap (Sylvia turicapillai 
2+ WhiLe Wagtail 
Black Rodstart (M) (Phoenicums 

achru1·os) 
Chamnch (F) 

Dale 
(lowl time) lie]. 
JS April A 
LOOO 

22Miu· 

ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE G l.97:-l (cont·in-uerl) 

Dale 
(local t·ime) Ref. 
29 Oct M 
09:30-1020 



M.V. British /-lolly (BP Tankers) . 
Cupt. F.. Henderson. Exhausted. 
S. P. Excellent. sketches 

l\1.\1. Benledi. ('npt. \\'. C. \\'atsor~ 

:'11.V. Xl arkhor, !-.; I hr 

M.V. Mark/tor 

SE/:! b 
.Light urrs, b. Bluck and white 

wing pattern 
M. V. Port AU'r<:il (Cunard). Cupt. 

M. H. C:. Twomey. S :! days. 
Loft f.l. of On11111 

.M.V. Hee/or Heron (Cavzor Jrvine 
& Cc.) 

M'. \I. An/J.:l.oc111u.~. Capt. R. M. 
Simpson. S :rn hrs. Wenk. Fed 
oud flew awav recovered 

M.V. Donegal (T'riuder Anderson 
& Co) 

S. D 8th. X. NKW/:3. b 

30°51 'S :36°2;i' E 
6.5'E of 8. African Coast 

J 3°36'N 5n°ii3'E 
Nenr Socotrn 
:~000'S li7°40'E 
:r-•w Chagos Archipelago 
700'+ SW Cevlon 

54°00'E · 
13°08'8 60°0;'i'E 
600'E Madagnscar 
;)00'1\\\. Maurit lus 
03° 17' 7!l05'E 
180' Ceylon, :100+ Malrli\"C's 
31 °2-!'S 62°5.J.'E 
700'S\\' Maurit.ius 

24°-!l'N n:J042'E 
iiO'NofOmnn 
I l 004'N 53°00'1!, 
E of C Gunrdufui 

25°3-l'N 56°:~2'E 
St.I'. of' Hormuz 

I 7°46'N Red Sen 
40°26'E Ethiopia 50' 
27°29'N 51 °31 'F. 
l<!'S\V lrnn 
I 2°03'N 55° J;i'E S.S. /~.~80 Ooledonia. S 4 rnins 
Indian Ocean 60' nearest Jund 
2:1°1 l'K 59°33'£ S. Wind variable F2 
Arabian Sea 60'N\V Ras al Flnzy 

Hacld 
24°42'N 58° I !YE S, juv. SE/'2 b 
G. of Oman. 60'1\ of Muscat 

s 
S. Sh/:I b 

C:rny Heron (Ardca ci11erea) 

Fulco» Sp (Rcd-Iootcd r] 

.Hobby (l''olco .. ubbuteo) 

Turnstono r 
- lust seen !)030'S 

fluo« Wagtail (Hluc-hondcd-) 
( M .J.jlava) 

Porogrmo Falcon 
(Falco pereqrin u») 

2 Red -eyod Dove 
(Strq1to71eNa semitorouatnv 

Roso-Coloured Starfiug" 
(Slurm1.v roseus) 

2fla11Jfl \Vngtnil (.il'lulaci/lfl flaua) 
Hoopoe 
'Kito (Milv11s 1wii'vu8) 
:i Swallows (H.mst-ica?) 
Turnstone? (A renaria. inlerpre.•) 

Hoopoe (Upupa epop-') 

Sand Martin (Hi71orici riparia) 

Osprey iPondion. huliaetus) 

African Hobby r (Falco curieri) 16 June i\'LET 
0630Z 
7 July B 
161G 
26 ,July MET 
1250Z 
'~Aug B 
1135 

24 Aug B 
0900 

1:)00 
1625 

25 Aug H 
0700 
4 Oct M 81l' 

10 Oct ]\[£']; 
OM57. 

1r; No,· MET 
a.m, 

so •10,· MET 
1720 

4 Dec i\TF.T 
1-s 1530 
~ J :1 Dec MET 
'? 
ce 

"' 20 Dec MET <:'; 

"' 11:10 ;;:! 



S. W)!"\\". 2 cfp. 

S. Arr from \\" 

S. W/2, or 

S. Light, a ir= . or» 

S. SE/2 bo 

S.SW/20 

s 
s 
Flying SE 

S. Liaht airs. Overcast. Numerous 
rnot hs and insecra on board 

Remarks: wind, weather, ·iris, etc. 
.Flying :KN\\". Ono flock i\00+. 

one JOO,-. one nO+ smaller 
groups. Rt 0-200' 

26° I !J'N :i:l02!)'h 
2fVSSW Pc rsru 
2CJ00CJ'N 5;1°ow E 
7'S of ls.la11d 
28'S Persiau Ct>ust 
04°5!YN !)8° 18'b 
46'ESF. NE Surnnt rn 
04°4a'N U8°H8'E 
7Cl'ESE Sumatra 
04°39'N 98°.J.(i' I~ 
84'ESE Sumatra 
04°28'1\ uo0or,·r.: 
l06'ESE Sumatra 

Lat. &: lonq. (nearest land) 
:Ul021 'N :jCJ039' R 
Strnit of Hormuz 
(i'\•\I of Masarufarn Peninsula 
!YSE Lt. Quoin Lt. 
28°40'N 4U0 I !l'E 
.J.G'E of Ne11t l'ill Territory 

:{ 131ac::k Drongo 

2 Bluck Drongo ( Dicrurus 
ocl.•imih8) 

Paradine F'lycatcher (F) 
(~I'e1·p<Jiph0118 parMhsi) 

2 Swift. Sp 

:Cl Whif P \\"agtail (Motcwilla al/.ia) 

l flauo Wagtail 
2 Whcatcar (M) iOenanthe oenanthei 
l Hoopoe 
2 "Ke~trrl (I!') ( F'ulco /.innunculus) 
2 Desert. Whoo.tear (Oenanthe 

de.serli) 
DL•Sert Wheatear 

Snecies (Latin. name) 
800+ Pallid Swifbr (.-lpu,; 

pal/-irlti.•) 

F 

]' 

F 

Ref. 
.F 

12.J.G 

1115 

10 April 
0800 
IO:lO 

so J\'lat· 
moo 
1(320-1800 

2!) ?11.a r 
1 lln-1150 

Dale 
(local time) 
25 J\for 
1510-15-10 

"':1 ANALYSIS BY SEA AHEAS-'l'ABLE H (continued) -.;.; 
~ 
~ 1974 .s· 
~ 



Flying W to K Poor vi" 
Flying pnsr. Wind NW/4. Huzv 

S (l 111·;;. For! with wheat gru.ius. 
Galm, gnod vis 

Flow past. Wind NW/·I·. poor vis, 
rain. Flying W to E 

S ~ hr. <.:oorl vis 

M.V. 't'reda» (Hong T\011g). Cnpb. 
I~. D. Muc Donnld 

M.V. Orotrma 81 .. idqe (Ore Curricrs 
Ltd.) 

He111ork.•: 1.,..i11d. ·11:001/ier. ·vi.,, etc. 
i\l. \I. Orotrnia Bridqe. Capt. C:. v . 

Spong. D I J hrs 

:l8°ii:"i't\ I ~0°:18' r; 
:lO'W of Port Arthur 

il:3°0l'N l:!:i000'F; 
Yellow Sea 
I SO'SE Tsi ugtuo 

Pucifirn 
fiO'E of Oki11aw11 
J I 08 I :!:J0E 
SW Roti lfdand (Ti111or) 
rW026'N I 32°lS'W 
l SO'SW Vancouver T . 
Hering 'ca 
:>4°HO'N l 7:i0:1U'W 
54°0i'N 17:;0J()'E 

1978 

Lr1/. ,r, /011u. ( ueurest /m11/) 
:13°N I :38°:10' E 
N. Puc1fie 
750'S\•\ San Francisco 

1072 

2 Purple Herons (An/ea 7nwp11rna) 
:3 Purple Herons 
2 Swallow (Hirusulo rustica) 
·10 Swallow 
5 Swallow 

6 Little Bunting (Emberiw 
pu.,illa) 

Turnstone (A renaria intrrpres) 

Chaffinch (F) (li'riugilla coelebe) 

Ruddy Kingfisher (Halcyon 
coromandai 

GrcenshanJ.: ('l'rin(ja nebulario) 

Whim brel (Nwneniu" J)haeopu,) 

S7iccie.s (Lalin no mes) 
Swallow Sp (H.ru.~lirn'!) 

PACIFIC AND SOUTH CHIN A SEA 

TABLE J. 

Ji' 

F' 

F 

F 

l\'IET 

111 s 
:rn Sept 
O!llli 

1030 

14 Sept 
. 16BO 
19 Sept 
0800 
21 Sept. 
11:30 
29 Sept 
1.01 ;; 

22 April 

:.! Sept 

Date 
(local lime) He]. 
4 April MET 



Flew past. Calm. Oood vis 

M.V. Ionic (Sha" Suvill). S 3 days 

Circled ship. Wind WSW/3. hazy. 
Vi~ 6nm 

Calm. Vis 611111 

M.V. Silve1:fjord (Silver Lino). 
Capt. J. W. Whitelaw. S 2 days, 
caught, and ate 4 small sea-birds 

M.V. H-i'11nk11m (P. & 0.). S. 
brieAy 

S.S. Benorackie (Hen Line). Capt. 
J. D. Pryde, el al. Many 
Swallows and several Finches 
remained 2 dnys 

'Flew past 

Remarks: wind, uieather, vis, etc. 
JVLV. Tacoma Oil!J (Reardon Smith 

Line). S. Very weak 
C 5 rnins , SE/I 2kt. Good vis. 

Wind WSW light 

'I'singtao Jnuer Hoods 

54°43'8 64°51.'W 
f\'NW Terra del Fuego 
il2°43'N l 26°09'E 
350'SW Los Angeles 
Near Chakoi Tao ls. 

1974 

I 3°46' N 1)8°2•l'W 
N. Pacific 
180' Const of Mexico 
3°00'N 8:1°0WW 
N. Pacific 
220'\i\' Ecuador 

Oi;050'N Jil0°l.7'E 
300'SE Mindanoa 
J 2°00'S 140° I O'E 
Torres Strait; 

Lat. cI: lonq. (nem·est lancl) 
38°18'. l35°40'E 
60'W Sado (Jupan) 
26'23°.88 I 64°5a'. 7E 
!JOO''.VNVV Midway Is. 
Barrier Reef 
3:j0°N Reef Lt. 11 nrr 
ll!036'N lJ 2°40'£ 
S. China Sett 
200' + S Paracel Is. 

(i Grey Heron (;lrdw cin.ei·ea) 

2 Night Heron (Nycticorax 
nyi:t-icornx) 

White V'1 agtnil (i\!lotacilla alba) 

3 Red-backed Hawk? 

Common 'P.grnt 

WhiLt,-collared Kingfisher ? 
(Halcyon clitoris'?) 

Common Egret (OasmcroditlS alln1.s) 
Falcon Sp (prob. Peregrine) 

Swallow (H.rusMca.) 

Bar-turled Corlwit 
( Irimosa lapponica'; 

Plover Sp 
Dotterel? 
Swallow (numerous) (Hirundo 

rusiicai 
Common Egret (Casmerodilts al/rus) 

Specie» (Latin name) 
Humming Bird Sp? 

o 
c 
c 
1\'IET 21 April 

reaoz 
22 April 
1000 
23 April 
LOOO 
29 April 
0800 

Date 
(local time) Ref. 
I Oct l\illT 
OlOOZ 
2 Oct G 
1305 
l4 Oct; lf 
0800 
2n Oct 1\'IET 

26 Oct I 
llOO 
30 Oct I 

3 Nov l\fET 

15 Dec MET 
1400Z 

~ ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE I 1078 (continued) 
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~ 



Sia:ty-one 

SEABIRDS FEEDING ON FISH IN THE HUMBOLDT 
CURRENT 
Captain R. K. T. Thomas, M.V. Orbita, at l5°02'S, 75°06'W 

on 28th December 1973, reports that while on passage from Mat.aruni 
towards Callao, Peru, the ship passed through a vast shoal of fish 
extending to a distance of nine miles upon which large numbers of 
Chilean Pelicans were feeding. 

On 13th June, 1974, Captain R. T. Riley, M.V. Orduna, while 
on passage from Guayaquil to Callao at 6°S, 81 °15'W, 5 to 10 miles 
off Punta Aguipa, Peru, a distinct change in the colour of the sea 
water was noticed, the water observed to be dark brown with long 
streaks of scum-like material streaming out in the direction of 
the wind. Much bird life was in evidence, mainly Waved Alba 
trosses, Chilean Pelicans, Guanay Cormorants and Petrels. 

Captain D. Penberthy, M.V. Eernie, on passage from Balboa 
to Japan, when off the coast of Costa Rica on 30th January, 1974, 
found nothing unusual when two of these Boobies appeared resting 
on the masts. During the following days their .numbers increased 
da ily until by 5th February, 40 birds were settled on the masts. 
Tho birds did not appear disturbed by numerous visits of people 
to the forecastle to study them through binoculars. One bird was 
found on deck, apparently a young Booby. Several small squid 
and fish were found on the deck beneath the masts, dropped by 
the birds on return from fishing trips. By 12th February the num 
bers decreased until eventually all had left. 

RED-FOOTED BOOBIES ONBOARD 

Captain I. R. Atkinson, M.V. Pairoclus, on passage from 
Yokohama to Balboa, records that on 8th May, 1974, four im 
mature Black-footed. Albatrosses followed the ship for some clay. 
later being joined by twelve others at 27°:30'N, 124°27'W. The 
adults were sooty-brown, slightly paler on foreheads and cheeks, 
a white area showing around the base of their reddish-brown bills 
and with black legs. The immatures appearer! to have whitish 
u ppor tail-coverts. 

(Note: These Albatrosses are observed regularly following 
ships on passage right across the North Pacific.) 

ALBATROSSES FOLLOWING SHIPS JN THE NORTH 
PACIFIC 

From Notes received by Captain N. B. J. Stapleton, R.D. 

SOME EXTR.ACTS FROM 
METEOR.OLOGICAL REPORTS 1973/74 



Sixty-two 

Captain S. E. E. Allerton, M.V. Flintshire, on leaving Colombo 
for London on 26th July, 1974, noticed. that a few of the local 
Black Crows were following his ship but thought they would soon 
leave. However, about 12 of these Crows refused to leave even 
when the ship passed within 16 miles of Diego Gargcia, They were 
now becoming something of a nuisance as they congregated on 
the boat-deck or in the port lifeboat making quite a mess wherever 
they went. It was thought that, they would leave when the ship 

CEYLON CROWS TAKE A LONG SEA VOYAGE 

Captain I. A. W. Williamson, M.V. Clan Macnair, on passage 
from Mombasa northward-bound from Avomnouth, reported that 
four Wandering Albatrosses in varying immature plumage were 
following hi: ship since Capetown. A close watch was kept on them 
from 20°S to observe at what stage they were expected to break 
away. On 18th Septern ber at 11 °S, I 0W there was little wind and 
they kept very low over the sea having trouble keeping up with 
the ship. In the event, they remained with some difficulty until 
21st September at 10°S, 2°W, before breaking off. 

(Note: A study of a number of northerly plots of Wandering 
Albatrosses in this area over the years, and only during the summer 
months between June and September, shows onlv two occasions 
just north of I 0°S, with five between 11 ° and J 5°S. Due to the 
regular conditions of calm windless weather at this latitude, when 
Albatrosses would find difficulty of becoming airborne, it appears 
that 10°S is probably their northern limit.) 

NORTHERN LIMITS OF ALBATROSSES AT SEA OFF 
WEST COAST OF AFRICA 

Captain R P. Royan, M.V. Hector Heron, on passage from 
Townsville towards Darwin at L0°.56'S, l39°27'E on 2nd July, 
1973, reported the appearance of a Common Cormorant onboard 
in the cl.ark. Torches to identify the visitor resulted in a rush of 
flappi_ng wings towards the light. The bird stood about 18 inches 
high, with a bill 5 inches long, was black above with medium 
brown neck appearing to show "down", and. was probably an 
immature. It was finally captured a fter a quick bite into an officer's 
hand and launched over the side. 

COMlVION COB.MORANT (Australia, Black Cormorant) 
ONBOARD 

An hour later the colour of the water had changed to sea, 
green with no scum and the seabirds were noticeably scarce. 

(Note: The Petrels may well have been Sooty Shearwaters 
which, together with Pink-footed Shearwaters, have been plotted 
previously migrating northwards in the area at this season.) 
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RER.H.ING GULLS SUR.VIVE AFTER INADVE:R.TENT 
BURIAL IN AN ICE STOH.E - Report from The 
Scotsman, 24th January, 1974 
On leaving Ullapool for Norway, and unknown to the crew of 

the Norwegian Erueer Trio herring ship, three Herring Gulls on 
board had penetrated a hold containing a cargo of iced herrings, 
and had been. buried alive when a consignment of ice went down 
the chute. On unloading foul' days later the birds were discovered 
looking stiff and dead. On removal from the store and in two hours 
to the astonishment of the crew they began to show signs of life. 
On revival they were fed, began flapping across the deck and 
were last seen heading out to sea. 

Dr W. R, P. Bourne, who had not heard of a similar case, 
considered that they had probably been frozen slowly into a coma 
tose state, and being shut in the darkened hold had slept thus 
throughout the trip. 

SHORT NOTES 

NOTE ON SOME BIH.DS ON OAHU I, 'LAfH), 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
Dr Mike Harris, Associate Member, recently at Pearl Harbour 

on Oahu Island. mentions that. the landbirds on the i ·land are a 
fascinating mixture, nearly all imported by humans. Of these the 
most common vuriet.iea, showing country from which they origin 
ated and date of import, are: Eastern Cardinals, Richrnondena.c. 
cardmalis (Eastern U.S.A., 1929): BrazIian Cardinals (South 
America, 1928): Barred Doves (Malaya, 1922); House Sparrows 
(New Zealand, 1871 ): Mynahs (India, I 865); Skylarks (England, 
1865): and of course the Nene Goose, which owes its survival from 
extinction from some rearer'. and sent by Sir Peter Scott from the 
Severn Wildfowl Trust. 

Dr Harris is hoping to visit Midway Island to study the Black 
footed and Lasan Albatrosses, Terns and other species. 

was off South Africa, but by this time six had refused to leave. 
Since the ship might have called. at Capetown, it occurred that the 
ship might be fined for importing foreign birds. A crew "safai-i" 
was ordered which succeeded in clearing the ship. 

(Vote: Some years ago four Ceylon Crows boarded a ship 
leaving Ceylon for Australia. One of t.hese wily birds, on Inspecting 
a ship's deck ventilator, was blown down into the hold and later 
discovered dead, but the remainder refused to leave until the ship 
reached Geelong harbour when all three flew ashorel) 

The above is but a small selection of a much increased number 
of seabird and landbird reports included within the meteorological 
log returns by British merchant ships which H t , N.B. W.S. gratefully 
acknowledges. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
SPARE 'l.'IME AT SEA. Dr Ronald Hope. Stanford Maritime 
Ltd., 12-14 Long Acre, London W.C.2 9LP. £2.50. The book 
follows an original edition published 20 years ago. Since then 

SEABIRDS IN THE HABIT OF LAl~DING ONBOARD 
SffiPS AT SEA 

[Note by Editor: Oceanic seabirds normally keep clear of ships at 
sea and rarely land onboard voluntarily unless caused by an ac 
cident.] 

From very many sea passage reports received over the past 
20 years I can only recall 4 occasions on which an .Albatross has 
been reported on deck (see frontispiece illustration in this volume). 

Occasionally Southern Great Skuas have been known to 
settle on the masts and. yards of ships. 

On the other hand, Tropical Boobies regularly land onboard, 
sometimes in numbers and remain for some days to make use of a 
vantage poinn, often on the forecastle, from which to pursue flying 
fish disturbed from the bow wave. Tropic-birds of all species and 
Sooty Terns, Stema [uscaui, are uJI in the habit of following ships 
in the dark in search of squid brought near the surface in ship's 
wake, and are frequently found on deck when daylight, comes. 
On these occasions they have probably become confused by the 
ship's light at night and in some cases, but not all, may have 
collided with the ship's structure. 

Storm-petrels have frequently been discovered on decks but 
in nearly a.11 cases have actually never been seen to fly on board. 
This brings to mind the cases of seabirds coming on board attracted 
by ship's lights. The notable case of White-capped Noddles is one 
instance quoted by Lieutenant M. K. Barritt in this volume. In 
1966 Chief Engineer J. 0. Brinkley's ship was loading fish meal 
at Chim bate, Peru, on 24 July (Sea Swallow, volume 19: Hl67, 
page 15) and during the night, only discovered at daylight on 
25th July when the ship was proceeding close inshore, a remark 
able assortment of Storm-petrels was found onboard. There were 
no less than 25 Wilson's Storm-petrels, 2 Elliot's Storm-petrels, 
1 White-bellied, 2 Hornby's and 8 Galapagos Storm-petrels in 
addition to 2 Pink-footed Shearwaters. lt seems probable that 
these had all been attracted by the ship's light. More recently 
during 1974, when H.M.S. Hecla was carrying out meteorological 
experiments stationed in latitude 8°47'N, 23°06'W, Commander 
J. A. L. Myers, in command, reported that between 6th and 12th 
September Madeiran Storm-petrels were frequently observed on 
the upper deck at night, not infrequently returning to the lit 
upperdeck after having been hand-launched and taken wing out 
to sea. 

Further cases of seabirds landing onboard ships at sea will be 
welcomed. 
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In our last review of information in R.N.B.vV.S. sea reports in 
Sea Swallow 22 we stated that we hoped to bring it up to date in 
the next number. Since then we have slipped another year but 
now make up three, which is a slight improvement. For the period 
1970-72 we have had. 515 report sheets, 120 census ·heets and 38 
reports on birds examined in the hand, rather more of the first, 
fewer of the second. and. much. the same number of the third as in 
the previous three-year period, representing about the same volume 
of information over all. As before, they have represented. a difficult 
problem for analysis, since it is impossible to quote all the routine 
o bserva.tions, though these will we trust sti II be valuable one day 
for plotting normal distributions, while it is often difficult to know 
to what extent it is possible to rely on marginal records. Please, if 
you see something doubtful or frankly unusual, cl.o record a few 
notes about it, rather than leaving us to take reports of Great 
Auks swimming off South Georgia and that sort of th.ing on trust! 
It is often possible to decide what value to attach to such records 
in the light of other information, but a few detail· are a.lways 
helpful. 

In this connection, it may also be stressed that records of 
birds examined in the hand. are particularly valuable. Even if they 
only involve common species in areas where their presence is well 
known details of their weight, overall measurement: (length and 
wingspan) which are hard to obtain from skins, the colours of the 
soft parts at different seasons, the timing of the moult and so 
forth may be valuable, while especially when they are accompanied 

By W. H.. P. Bourne and T. J. Dixon 
(The Seabird Group, Department of Zoology, Aberdeen University) 

OBSERVATIONS OF SEABlH.DS 1970-1U72 

seafarers' life at sea has seen many changes for the better, in 
cluding opportunities available for leisure-time recreations at sea. 

With his wide and up-to-date experience of life at sea Dr Hope 
has covered in this new book practical advice with excellent dia 
grams and illustrations over a vast range of leisure-time activities. 
These include "keeping fit" showing a chain of exercises; swimming; 
a great variety of deck games both on and below decks; "outdoor 
hobbies", including birdwatching at sea with special reference to 
the Royal Naval Birdwatching Society; fishing: life in the sea: 
photography: art; even keeping chickens! "Other hobbies" include 
working with wood and other materials: lettering; plants: pets, etc. 
There is a chapter on "study" and "spare time ashore". 

This is surely a book worthy of a place on every traveller's 
bookshelf, and not only at sea. Ed1"tor. 
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llEPORTS HEOEIVED DURING 1970-1972 

During 1970-1972 notes were received. from the following 24 
observers or groups, hereafter referred. to mainly by the initials of 
the first name, in addition to the observations from the North 
Atlantic weather ships summarised. by Mr J. H. Agnew in Sea. 
Swallow 22:20-26 and 23:29-33, some notes from logbooks returned 
to the Meteorological Office summarised by Captain J. D. Stapleton 
in Sea Swallow 22:27-28 and 23:70-71, and various individual 

by photographs they are by far the most satisfactory way of estab 
lishing the presence of birds in areas where it was doubtful without 
having to colJect them. If birds should happen to die, which happens 
from time to time in even the besb-regulated esta.blishments. re 
member that somewhere there is probably a museum which would 
be pleased to have it as a specimen, if it is labelled with its place 
and date of origin anr! frozen in a polythene bag. These are certainly 
welcome at the Sub-department of Ornithology of the British 
Museum (Natural History), Tring. Herts., where past "R.N.B.W.S. 
records are now on file, and Mr M. P. Walters is prepared to answer 
any simple queries which arise as ti result of the summaries in 

8ea Sioalloui. 
Since our last summary the establishment of a Seabird Group 

to promote local investigations i.n Britain and Ireland has also 
been followed. by the formation of an Australian Seabird Group 
[address: P.O. Box 235, Civic Square, A.C.T. 2608, Australia) and 
a Pacific Seabird Group (address: Dr G. J. Divoky, -U.S. Fis!,' and 
Wildlife Service, 1412 Airport Way, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701, 
U.S.A.), the latter dealing with the west, coast of North America, 
while similar activities are also being organised in South Africa 
among other areas. The XVlth. International Ornithological Congress 
in Canberra in August 1974 provided aJ1 opportunity for many of 
the people concerned to meet and compare notes, notably in the 
need for the c'.'welopment of uniform recording techniques, and the 
Congress programme included a plenary session of contributions 
devoted to seabirds, an evening discussion of points of common 
interest, and a cocktail party to entertain the visitors organised 
by the Australian Seabird Group: the papers from the plenary 
session and an account of the discussion will be pu bl is heel. in due 
course in the proceedings, and abstracts of all the papers given at 
the Congress in the Emu. In addition to participa'.;ing i.n these 
activities Bill Bourne wits able, as a result of the hospitality of 
many people but especially Mr J. Paterson and Associated Steam 
ships Pty. Ltd., to make a belated acquaintance with southern 
seabirds during voyages across the Great Australian Bight and 
from the Chatham Islands back to Sydney. There is clearly now a 
great deal of work under way in Australasia which should produce 
interesting results in the years to come. 
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comm unications there. 'the voyages concerned. arc listed. briefly 
here to indicate the extent of the information available, and many 
more r1.etails will be found in the original notes. 
Mr R. H. Allan. Southa .. -npton-Cape of Good Hope-Melbourne, 

Fe b.vMarch, Melbourne-New Zealand-Panama-London, Sept. 
Nov. 1.969. 11 pages of reports. 

H.M. Yacht Britannia .. U.K.-Ma.cl.~irn-Ba.rbados-Panama-Gala.pago> 
Easter Island-Pitcairn Islanc1.-Fiji-New Hebrides-New Guinea, 
.Jan .-March 1!)71, Portsznouth-Cape of Good Hope-Singapore 
Gan-Seychelle:-Mauritius-Cape of Goocl. Rope-Portsmouth, Jan. 
April Hl72. 19 pages of reports. 

Captain D. H. Butcher. Persian Gulf, May 1972. 1 page of reports. 
Captain P. W. G. Chilman. Bombay-Kandla and return, Madura 

Calcutta-Bombay, March-April 1969. Bonny-Le Havre-Persian 
Gulf-Sydney July-Sept. 1969. Geelong-Per. ian Gulf-1 ingapore 
and. return twice-Singapore Sept.-Dec. 1969. Persian Gulf 
Syd.ney anc1. return Dec. 1960-Feb. 1970. Punta Cardon-Eall 
River anc1• return-Baltimore and return-Dundee-Rotterdam 
Bonny-Tenerife-Point Noi1·e-Lagos-Curacao-ShelJhaven May-Oct. 
1970. Piney Po int-Curacao-Acajutla and return-Sweden and 
return-Maine and return-New Hampshire and return-Quebec 
and return Jan.-May 197 l. Genoa-Bonny-Rotterdurn-Cape of 
Good Hope-Persian Gulf-Maine-Venezuela Sept.-Nov. 1971. 
North Norway-Denmark April 1972. Liverpool-Frederika May 
1972. R.otterdam-Algeria-Gothenburg-Es Sidr-Teesport Aug. 1972. 
82 census sheets. 

Captain W. F. Curtis. Gibraltar-Cape of Good Hope-Bahrain-two 
return trips to Singapore-Cape of Good Hope-exercises in tropical 
Atlantic-U.K. June-Nov. 1969. 32 pages of reports, 8 census 
sheets. 

Sub.-Lt. D. Elliott. Moray Firth Sept-Oct. 1969. Gibraltar and 
Mediterranean .Jau.vMay 1970. 4 pages of reports, 4 census sheets. 

Mr I. G. Ha.LI, South-west Australia-Singapore-Hong Kong-Singa 
pore-Solomons-Auckland. July-Oct. 1970. Sydney-Fremaritle 
Cape of Good Hope, July-Nov. 1970. Plymouth-San Juan, June 
1971. 24 pages of reports. 

Mr P . .A. Kemp. Plymouth-Virginia, June, Plymouth-Mediter 
ranean and return, Sept.-Oct. 1969. Two pages of reports. 

Radio Officer L. E. Lofgren. France-Cape of Good Hope-Persian 
Gulf, July 1970. 14 pages of reports. 

Radio Officer E. L. Marchant. Eastern U.S . .A.-Gulf of Mexico 
Mediterranean and. return-Mediterranean, Oct. 1969-Feb. 1970. 
We:tern U.S.A.-Japan-Durban-Italy, July-Oct. 1970. Dominican 
Repu blic-Panarna.Tapan.A ustralia-A badan- South Africa-Poland 
U.S.A. Feb.i: 'ept. l.972. 52 pages of notes. 

Mr D. H. Ylobberley. West Africa and tropical Atlantic, May 1969. 
U .K.-tropical Atlant.ic-Cape Town-Mauritius- Rodriguez-Sydney, 
June-July 1971. South-west Australia-New Zealand and return- 
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Singapore Aug.-Sept., 1971. Japan-Queensland and return 
Vancouver and return twice-Alaska-Panama-Rotterdam-Pent 
laud Firbh-Philadelphia, Feb.vAug. 1972. Vancouver-Panama 
Rotterdam, Dec. 1972. 86 pages of reports, 6 census sheets. 

Messrs. E. R. Parrinder and J. W. Taylor. Mombasa-Seychelles 
Aldabra.Mornbasa. April 1970. 10 pages of notes, 3 census sheets. 

Cdr. M. C. Powys-Maurice. Portland-Gibraltar-St. Helena-Cape of 
Goo cl. Hope· Mozambique Channel ·Si ngapore-Maldives- Dubai· Mom 
basa-Mozambique Channel-Cape of Good Hope-Gibraltar, March 
Novem ber 1972. 30 pages of reports. 

Mr A. Rogers. Sydney-Wellington-Punta Arenas-Buenos Aires-Rio 
Canaries-Lisbon-Vigo-Southampton, Nov.-Dec. 1970. 8 pages of 
reports, 

Captain K. Salwcgter. Japan-western Australla-Hong Kong and 
return.Japan.Vancouver, Nov. 1969-lVIay 1970. Hol.land-Ca.rib 
bean-Japan-western Australia-Durban-Amsterdam, May-Sept. 
1970. Virginia-Panama-Tokyo-western Australia-Durban-Amsbet 
dam, Dec. 1970-April 1971. Durban-Alexandria-Cape Town- 
lingapore-Japanwestern Australia and return-British Columbia, 

May-Nov. 1972. 142 pages of reports. 
Mr G. H. Selby-Smith. Toulon-Southampton, March 1970. Bay of 

Biscay, Oct. 197 l. Two pages of reports. 
Lt.-Cdr. J. F. Shorthouse. Arctic cruise, Apnil 1970. 8 pages of 

reports. 
Mr D. M. Simpson. Japan-Shanghai-south Australia-south China 

Yokobama-Panama-Cuba-Shanghai-south Australia, Jan-Aug., 
1970. Borneo-Japan and return-Japan-Hong Kong-Borneo-Japan. 
Jan.-June 1972. 36 pages of reports, 15 census sheets. 

Major J!". J. Smith, R.M. Sydney-Auckland-Fiji-eastern North 
America-Pi1narna-U.K. June-July 1971. 18 pages of reports. 

Lt. R A. Smith. Persian Gulf area, Feb.-Sept. L970. LS pages of 
reports. 1 census sheet. 

Captain K. R. Stubbs. Persian Gulf area, Feb. 1972. One census 
sheet. 

Captain WI. ltrickland. London-Lourenco Marq ucs and return, 
Sept.-Oct. 1971. Four pages of reports. 

Captain J. \V. Waldie. Gibraltar-Freetown-Cape of GoocJ. Hope 
.Iapan-Daanpier-Capc of Good Hope-Europe, Jan.-March 1972. 
English C.hannel-Vi.rginia-Panama-Ja.pan-western Australia-Tar 
anto, July-Oct. l.[)72. LS pages of reports. 

Mr B. Watts. Southampton-Athens and return, October 1970. 8 
pages of reports. 
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Albatrosses: Family Diomedeidae 
The most. interesbing report by L.E.L. is of a Great Albatross. 

with entirely fl.ark upperwings but an entirely white body, inoluding 
the back and tail, associating with over 2,000 Mollyrnawks and 
smaller Petrels around a fishing boat at 32°42'S 16°46'E at noon 
on l7 .Iuly HJ70. This particular combination of characters only 
occur · with the Cha.tham Island race of the Royal Albatross, 
Diomedea epomophora sariford·i, and the locality is just under it 
hundrer! miles off the coast of South Africa, where this species 
has not been recorded yet, though it is to be expected from time 
to time. In this area Wandering Albatrosses were also seen north 
to l:J~0S t0E by W.F.C. on 4 November l!)69 and l0t0S Lt0W by 
K.S. on 21 July Hl72. 

A.R provides some useful notes of Mollyrnawks seen off both 
coasts of South America in December HJ70 on a voyage from New 
Zealand to Englanc1• via the Magellan Strait, incluc1.ing a probable 
Shy Albatross, Diornedea cauta, in the central South Pacific at 
•l!:l0S l 2St 0W, thirty Grey - headed Albatrosses, Diomedea chrijsos 
toma, but no Black-browed, D. melamophris, 220 miles west of 
Chile on 6 December, anc1• over 1,000 Black-brewed on the other 
side of South America along the edge of the Falkland Current 
around 49°S 65°W on 8 December. He remarks that Grey-headed 
Albatrosses are darker above than Butler's Albatross, Diomedea 
lw.ller'i, with an unr1.9rwing which appears to resern ble that of the 
Black-browed at all ages, some immatures having entirely c1.ark 
underwings while most had white in the centre, but that in most 
birds the bill appeared blackish, with the yellow stripe on the 
culminicorn visible in few of them, and that on the mandible i.n 
uone: they were therefore probably largely immature birds. Some 
had c1.ark grey-brown heads uniform with the back, and two 
largely whitish heads with a. dark collar similar to some young 
Black-brewed Albatrosses, while the adults had pale grey heads 
much lighter than the mantle. The white-headed subadult plumage 
was overlooked for a long time but has recently also been des 
cri bed by W. L. N. 'I'iekell (Ibis III: L02-l05.). 

True Petrels: Family Procellariidae 

Four birds reported by P .. J.S.S. as Giant Petrel, Mccronecies 
sp., seen with a mixed flock of Terns and Shearwaters at G~0J 
164!0W off the Line Group on 6 July Hl71 were unfortunately i10t 
described, though he is apparently familiar with Australian sea 
birds and. Giant Petrels are perhaps marginally more likely there 
at that season than the only species with which they are likely to 
have been confused, Black-footed Albatrosses, Diomedea nigripes. 

P.W.G.C. saw some three to five thousand. Northern Fulrnars, 
Eulmarus ql acialis . around trawlers and had about fifty following 

NOTES ON SPECIES 
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Lene Ii 's Storm-petrel P. ,T. S. 8111ith 20/7 /7 I 27°N 114°1;v :l:lo l 70, I !).) Two; pt.ly d1Lrk rumps. 
Leach's Storm-pet.rel E. L. Marchant Hi!:!.172 :20°:l7'~ 1:30°5.'i'W 
Leach's Storrn-pntre! E. L. Marchant 4/S/70 34°i!l'N 164°fi:l'E 
White-bailed Tropic-birr! l. C. Hall 2/8/70 8°55'8 I 0:)0:l:1'F. 22.!)0 010 !J ll) Raco [ulru«; wt, :rnsg. 
Red-nailed Tropic-bird 1. 0. Hall :l/8/70 1)0:!1'8 10f>005'E Ho 6!l3 11).54 Wt. 4:l9g. 
Norbheru Cannot R. Dyer :2'2/6/70 G2°N sa-w 7.'l.o 888 172fi Adult; ta.il moult. 
Kitt;iwako R. C. L. A 1·,1,11 "2/'2/7 I 58°58'N I 8°:H'vV !J. Io :mo 7!)0 Adult; found dead. 
T( itt.iwake H. C. L. Aran :1:3/ 10170 f>2°33'N I 9°32'W I :J.2° :182 800 J mm.: hooked lino. 
[( itt;iwako K. Salwegter I 9/ 1 /71 2!l026'N 157°00'W 17° :J!):l !)15 Adult, tired. 
Common Tern R. B. Dyer I :!./6/70 6:2°N :33°W (i. 70 sso 715 
Sooty Tern P. W. G. Ch ilmau I!)/ I 0/69 :'i049'N 90°56'£ tn° :3(>::} 8-HJ Lrnmature. 
Bridled Tern P. W. C. Chilman '2!)/ 12/(i!) 2°fl6'N 78°23'1': zno :HO 7(;() Wing & tnil moult. 
Hin.ck Torn P. \N. G. Chilmnn 251 l/71 13°:l3'N 89°fiO'W 28° 210 ses At buoy. I1nn1.; died. 
White Tern J. A. F. J'e11ki11.· 19/1/71 21°12'8 11;;0:!0'\V "270 :l:W 67!) Vomited squid. 
Little Auk R. B. Dyer '.!.:J/:1/70 ;;uoN 19°W 8.8° 210 ;I!]() Hadly oiled; died. 
Lit.t!e Auk H.. C. L. Aran I /~/60 50°00'N 18°14'W !l.30 188 27:.! Died. 
Little Auk H.. 13. Dyer 13/4/GfJ .~:.!0:JO'N 20°\\" 10.:3° :!I:? :l~O Body moult. 

Tcmpern turcs Cent igrado \fonsurnncP.11t·A in millimetres 
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his vessel at 70±0N 18±0E off north Norway on 7 April 1!)72, and 
saw groups of twenty to thirty around trawlers and had occasional 
individual around the vessel at 57~0N 91°E off west Norway on 
!"l August l H72. while .J .F.S. saw a pure white bi rel. at 67°N :rw on 
22 April 1970. B .. H.A. reported a Southern Fulmar. F'ulmarus 
glacialoides, off Sydney Heads on 25 September 1969, and over 
10,000 Prions, Pachyptila. sp., of more than one species on both 
sides of the vessel for more than fifty miles around :36t0S 17H0E 
we t of the North Island of New Zealand on 28 eptember 1969. 
A.L. saw thousands again at 40° l 72°E in the western approaches 
to Cook Strait on 27 November 1970: most of these had broad 
dark tips to the tail and were probably Pachyptila turiur, which 
breed locaUy. Smaller numbers of Prions were seen elsewhere. 
including nine by L.E.L. at 27J0S 34°E off South Africa on 30 
.July 1970. 

There are a number of records of large Gadfly Petrels. The 
most interesting, seen by A.R. at 45t0S 175±0W north of the Chat 
ham Islands on 28 November 1970, was descri bed as "clearly a 
Pierodroma, size and. upperpaa-ts very similar to the Mottler' Petrel, 
Pterodroma inexpectata: but underwing completely dusky except 
for a. very faint narrow pale central stripe, head, neck, throat am'. 
possibly upper breast darkish grey as upperparts, remaining under 
parts white" and agrees best with the lost Magenta Petrel, Ptero 
drama maqentae, which may be the same as the Chatham Island 
Taiko whose continued existence is still a matter of debate. He 
al ·o saw Great-winged. Petrels, Pterodroma macroptera, continu 
ously beyond the continental shelf when leaving Sydney Oil 26 
Novern bor, and White-headed Petrels, Pterodroma lessonii, regu 
larly between Wellington and. 49!0S 117°W from 28 November 
to 3 December, and again at 52°S 80!}0W off the Strait of Magellan 
on 6 December. K.S. recorded this specie· in the Indian Ocean 
between 30t0S 8L0E and 30°S 66t0E from 1-4 September 1!)70, 
and again at, 39°, U6°E on 21 December 197 L. He saw its close 
ally Sch.legeJ's Petrel, Pterodroma incerta, between 32~0S 16~0E 
and 23{08 8t0E between 13-15 September and again at 18±0S 4±0E 
on 17 , eptember and 17°S 4°E on 5 October 1970. P.W.G.C. re 
corded this species at 14!0S 2°E on 8 August 1969 and again at 
25!0S 105±0E on 30 , epternber, D.R.M .. aw one at 31~0• 33,r0E 
on 15 July 1971. about forty around 2!J0S 40°E next day, and 
others between 20°S 65~0E and 19f°S 77!0E on 20-22 July. A.R. 
saw about forty at 42°S 59t0W off eastern South America on the 
afternoon of 9 December 1970, when he noted that some were in 
fresh brown plumage while the majority locked very faded, and 
that they appeared to have paler tips to the inner primaries though 
they were otherwise uniformly brown both above and underneath 
the wing. 

K.S. recorded a possible Kerrnadec Petrel, Pterodroma neqlecta, 
at 9±0N 88°\V Oil 24 June 1970, and. two definite ones at 10ij0N 
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96°,V next day, and also a possible TrincJ.ade Petrel, Pteroilroma 
arminjoniana, at 3i0N llt0W on 10 October 1971, which he de 
scribed. as brownish-black with stiff, slender wings which were 
greyish-white below. He recorded White-necked Petrels, Ptero 
droma externa, between l0t0N 96°W and 15°N 111 °W during 
25-28 June 1970, and another without comment at 26t0N 128t0W 
on 14 January 1971: A.R. also reported a grey-backed Gael.fly 
Petrel with a white belly and underwing at 52°S 80!°W off the 
western encl. of the Magellan Strait on 6 December 1970 which 
was probably this species. D.M.S. saw ten Hawa.iian Petrels, Ptero 
droma phaeopygia, at 2lt0N l63°W on 8 April 1970, and sixty at 
2li0N 156°\V next day, also two more large Petrels which were 
blackish-brown above and white below with dark edges to the 
underwing at l5!°N ll4°W on 25 May, and another at 23;t0N 160°W 
on 2 June which were probably this species. They were seen at 
2l0N 160°W on 6 July 1970 by K.S., and. 20!f0 158°\iV on 8 July 
1971 by J)_J.S.S. 

A.R. recorded Mottled Petrels, Pterodroma inexpectata, in 
the Tasman Sea at 37,\-08 l6n°E on 26 November 1970, and from 
leaving Wellington on 28 November to 49°8 128t0W on 2 December. 
D.H.M. recorded many in their winter quarters in the North 
Pacific, including 540 at 48!0N 126!0W on 28 April 1972, about 
150 at 52t°N 154t0W on 1 June, over 120 around 54-t0N 144°W 
next day, 75 at 56°N 137°W the tl.ay after, nine at 51 °N 132t0W 
on 7 June, and one at 34!0N 122!0W on 11 June; the identity of 
the bird listed among those examined iJ1 the hand was confirmed. 
by Mr ·R. Wayne Campbell at the Vertebrate Museum of the Uni 
versity of British Columbia. P .. J.S.S. also described another possible 
Mottled Petrel seen at 6!0N l64t0W on 6 July 1972 as larger than 
a Cookilaria and grey above but white below, with a black edge 
to the underwing. 

There are also a number of records of the Soft-plumaged 
Petrel, Pterodroma mollis. In the Southern Hemisphere W.F.C. 
saw one at 5t0S 6!0W on 20 June 1969, three at l q0S lt0W two 
days later, and two at l5t0S 2°E the day after that. L.E.L. saw 
one at l3t0S 1 °E on 13 July 1970 and the unprecedented total of 
150 around 27Jt°S 34°E off Natal on 20 July 1970. P.W.G.C. saw 
three at 18!08 5t0E on 9 August 1969 and seven at. 28°8 :33t0E 
on 15 August, and ICS. one at 14°8 03;\:0E on 15 August 1971. 
·r.W.G.C. also reported 15 around 31 °8 30°E on 25 September 107 J, 
described as dark brown or greyish-black above with a dark head, 
a white chin and underparts with a dark chest-band, an under. 
wing with a dusky white centre, ancl. dark under-tail coverts; 
this desoription is not ideal, but it is not clear what else it applies 
to. Four more nearby at 26~:0S 34:J:°E on 20 October and seven at. 
27t0S Ot0E on 24 October were moreover accompanied by two 
and one similar c1.ark birds respectivelv, po .siblv Great-wi.ngec1• 

Petrels(?) W.F.C. reported three at 13i}0S 3;\l0E on 4 November 
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1969, one at 10°8 3°W next day, and three at 6i0S 6!°W the day 
after, and across the equator in the North Atlantic one at 2rN 
L5t0W on 16 November. Further north A.R. saw four at I :H 0N 
24°W on 20 December L970, and provides a useful description. 
The upperparts were wholly brownish-grey, paler grey on the tail. 
The white forehead could not be seen, but the underparts were 
white except for the dark und.erwing, and. the black markings at 
the side of the face were seen several times, They were super 
ficially similar to White-headed Petrels, P. lessonii, in their grey 
appearance and dark underwing, but smaller and darker on the 
head and tail, with the IV pattern on the upperwing barely 
visible where it is reasonably prominent in P. le ·son·ii. 

As usual, there are a num ber of records of members of the 
Cookilaria group of Gad.fly Petrels. D.H.M. reported over thirty 
Bonin Petrels, Pterodroma hypoleuca, at 24~0N l4l0E north of the 
Marianas on 7 February 1972, mainly alone though a rlozen were 
circling over an area of water like Terns. D.M.S. reported four at 
26±0N 174t0E on 5 April 1970, another at 2St0N l 75°E on 4 .Iune, 
and twenty at 33;}0N 150°E on 11 June. K.S. ·aw two possible 
birds at 27t0N 164f0E on 12 July 1960, two at 30°N lf51±0E two 
days later, and three 11t 24°N 139°E on 26 July. E.L.M. had. one 
on board at 35°N 175:i0E on 2 August 1.070 (the descriptions in 
clude the characteristic reel. Jegs). In the southern hemisphere, 
A.R. saw a possible Black-winged Petrel, Pterodroma (hypoleuca) 
nigrivennis, at 34t0S 153t0E on 25 November 1970, ten definite 
ones at 37t0S 162tE0 next day, and. a Chatham Petrel, Pterodroma 
(ft,ypoleu.ca.) axillaris, at 45!08 l75t0W on 28 November, noticing 
the characteristic dark axillaries which distinguish it from the 
preceding specie . He saw possible Cook· s Petrels, Pterodroma 
cookii, at 37t0S J62t0E on 26 November and 49°8 12St0W on 
2 December, and D.lVI.S. also reported. 200 at I6t0N 118!0W on 
26 May 1970, described as having the upperwing grey with a darker 
mark through the eye anc1• on the primaries, the back brownish, 
paler on the rump, and the forehead, a conspicuous band. across 
the webs of the primaries, and underparts including the uncl.erwing 
clear white; an unusually gooc1. c1.escription. Lt. S. Trodden on 
H.M.Y. Britannia reported two Cellarer' Petrels, Pterodroma 
leucoptera breoipes, off Vila in the New Hebrides on 11 March HJ71, 
mentioning the c1.istincti ve breast-bane', 11 hile K.S. al ro attributed 
two birds seen at L8t°N 143t0W on 3 July L970 to P. leucoptera, 
though Stejncger's Petrel, Pterodroma long·irostris, is possibly 
more likely there: another wa also reported by D.M.S. at 33t0N 
154°E on 10 June 1970, f1.%cribec1• as very small, little bigger 
than a. Storm-petrel, greyish above with a. very conspicuous thick 
dark W across the upperwings and. clear white below, including 
the underwings, and flying with much flapping despite a good. 
breeze: another good description. Unidentified Cookilarias were 
also reported by K.S. from 3;{0N 137!0E and 24°N 139°E on 16 
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and 26 July 1970, and. by P .. J.S.S. between ±0S 167°W and 13!0N 
161;}0W between :5-7 Jnly 1971, and at 23t0N l55t0W, 30i0N 
116~:0W and 2:1t0N l l2°W on 9, 19 and 20 J·uly. 

There are an unusual number of records of Bulwcr · Petrel. 
Buluieria buluierii . In the Atlantic 1\1.C.P.i\1. saw three at 5f0N 
14i0W on 4 April 1972, \V.F.C. two at 3lt0N Jlt°"W 0:1 12 June 
1969, L.E.L. two at 30t0N 12t0W on 4 July 1970, P.IV.G.C. one 
at l 0N 37!0W on 20 September 1970 and at 5£0N 25t0W on 81 
October 1971, W.F.C. birc1.~ at 2£0N 14°W and 20!0N l.8°W 011 
16 and 20 November L969, and A.R. one at ~-0S 30!c0W on 18 De 
cember 1970 and again at 6±0N 27°W next day. In tho Pacific 
K.S. saw a possible bird at 5t0N 128°E on 1.3 February 1971, 
D.H.M. four possibles at 38°N l53:rE on 8 March 1972, K.S. one 
at rn°N .L56t0W on 5 July 1970 and two possibles at :nt0N 144;}0E 
ten days later, D.M.S. twenty at 26°N 124!0E on 4 July 1972. 
P.J.S.S. saw one at 20,f0N li58°W on 8 July U171, five at ns0N 
155t0W next clay, a.nd one at 30°N 150°W the day after. In the 
Indian Ocean P.W.G.C. saw a. possible bird a.t 1 °S 82!0E on 30 
January 1972, described as a small, a.ll dark brown or black Petrel, 
perhaps paler on the belly, with quite a long tail and an erratic 
Hap-and-glide flight. Among other records ICS. had three birds 
which were either this species or dark Storm-petrels at 3t0S 84°E 
and 7t0S 87t0E on 12 and 13 August 1971, and L.E.L. also re 
ported ten Jouanin's Petrels, Bulweria Jallax, at l0°N 5{~0E in 
the Arabian Sea on 27 July 1970. 

Among numerous records of Cory's or Mediterranean Shear 
waters, Oalonectris diomedea = Puffinu« kuhlii, P.W.G.C. estimated 
there were 540 at 37!0N 12t0E on 18 July 1071 and 729 at 37t0N 
l0t0E four days later in the central Mediterranean, many of them 
following trawlers in flocks, while six were following a school of 
Porpoises. M.C.P.M. saw many in the Strait of Gibraltar on 3 
November Hl72, possibly leaving the Mediterranean. W.F.C. also 
saw many on their way south and some in the winter quarters off 
South Africa at this ti.me in 1969, including 18 at 35°S 20±0E on 
29 October, six: at 33!0S 18°E next day, one a.t 29t0S 14i0E the 
following day, at least 350 on 7t0N 17i0E OJ1 17 November, at 
least 400 at llt0N 17!0W next day, over 1,000 at 16°N 17?i0W 
the following nay, and 83 at 20t0N 18°W the day after that. A.R. 
saw three stiU lingering near the equator at :30°W on 18 December 
1970, and R.H.A. found that 250 were already present north of it, 
po. sibly on the return migration, at 7°N 14t0W on 8 February 1969. 

There are also numerous records of the west Pacific repre 
sentative of the last species, the White-faced or Streaked. Shear 
water, Calonectris leucomelas. from both end.s of its range. On 21 
January L970 D.M.S. saw one at l7i}0N ll6rE, while a large 
Bock of some 600 dark, white-bellied shearwaters which he saw in 
the distance at St0S 134t0E might also have been this species, as 
could six large, white-bellied petrels seen at 6°S 152~0E by D.H.M. 
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011 13 February 1972. D.M.S. certainly saw six at 10-§-0N 120°E on 
16 February 1972, a hundred at l2°N 121°E on 23 February LD70, 
and D.H.M. eleven at 15~0N 143±0E on 28 February 1972. By 
March the birds are beginning to move north: D.i\'I.S. saw a hundred 
at 30°N 131 °E on 6 March 1072, though there were still three at, 
16rN 119i0E five days later. He had a hundred at 28°N l25±0E 
on 27 March 1970, twenty at 32°N 133°E next day. 500 at 34°N 
13St0E the day after, and L,000 at 33±0N 138°E on :n March 1972. 
D.H.M. saw over 1,000 at 3!·lt0N 136°E on 8 ~.nci. LI April in that 
year as well, and some 3,500 at 33~0N L:36;/0F. on 2:3 May. D.M.S. 
saw 1,000 at 33°N L::32°E on 6 July 1972. while K.S. hac1 .• orne 
records indicating the time of the return south, including four at 
llt0N 128°E on 26 November Ul69, one at 6°N 126°E next day, 
and eleven at 19°N 116,t0E on 26 December. 

Among other records, P.W.G.C. saw three Wedge-tailed 
Shearwa.ters, Pujfirm.s vac-ijiws, in the Indian Ocean at L8t0N 
85!}0E on 19 March 1969, at least 30 at 4°S 87f.0E on 6 September 
and probably 16 in the cl.istance at 5°8 86±0E on :H December. 
M.C.P.M. saw many within fifty miles of Cochin on 16-17 August 
1972, and D.S. ten at 4t0N 92~·0E on 10 August 1972 and at 51°N 
97t0E next rlay, and 25 at 14°S J L4t0E on 14 October. D.M .• '. aw 
thirty, two in the pale phase. at 7°, 126°E in the Banda Sea on 
26 July 1970, three at 21 °N 122i0E in the Philippines on .12 May 
1972, and sixty at 12i0N 120±0E near Apo Island on 1 July. A 
number of birds reported as Pink-footed Shearwaters, P11:ffin1is 
creaiopus, off the west coast of Central America in the northern 
winter might also have been the pale phase of this specie: from 
the North Pacific, which apparently winters in that area (W. B. 
King, Smithsonian Contributions to Zoology J 58:53-95), including 
five birds reported. at 6°N 83°ViT by RH.A. on 2 November 1969, 
three reported at 19°N 105°W by D.H.M. on 13 December 1972 
with four he saw around 16°N 98°W next day, 15 around 10°N 
88°W the clay after, and about 350 <Lt 8;J:0N 84°W the day after 
that, also about 300 reported around St0N 84°\iV by ·r.W.G.C. on 
20 January 1971 with 15 at St0N 84°W four days later. A.H r , re 
ported four Grey-backed Shearwater. , PU:[finus bulleri, at 40°8 
172°E when approaching Wellington on 27 November 1970, and 
three more sailing east again next c'.ay, and birds which may have 
been pale-phase Wedge-tailed hearwaters were al ·o reported <ts 
this species in the north-east Pacific a: well. 

Great Shearwaters, PvJfimis qrauie, were reported all round 
the Atlant.ic. In the north, P.W.G.C. saw two at 12t0N 19°W on 
30 August 1970, and P.J.S.S. 500 around trawlers at 40t0N 12t0W 
on 8 August 1971. P.\}iT.Q.O. saw 61 at 47i0N 6t0W on f) September 
1971, KS. five at 2()~0N l6t0W on 25 September 1070, P.W.G.C. 
some 200 flying east in parties and. then 50 around 49°.N 10°\IV on 
8 October Hl70, K . .R.S. four south of the Isle of Wight on 27 Oc 
tober 1972, P.W.G.C. three at 4lt0N 6!Jt0W on Ll November 1!)70, 
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and W.F.C. one at 29°N 14-}0W on 22 November 1970. In the 
South Atlantic P.W.G.C. had 1:l6 at 33t0S J7t0E on 23 October 
Hl7l, ·w.F.C. 150 with another l,000 large Shearwaters which he 
thought more likely to be this species than Corys at 35°8 20±0E 
on 29 October 196!) and another 18 at 33t0S l8°E next day. Sailing 
north from the Magellan Strait A.R saw the first bird at 49°8 
65°W on 8 December 1970, at least thirty at 42°8 59~0W next day, 
and diminishing numbers until the last four at 7~08 33t0W on 17 
December. IC8. saw two at 26°8 11~0W on 24 March 1971, three 
at 7°8 2°W next day, and two at 2}08 !5t0W the day after. D.H.M. 
saw one at 6°8 4~·0E on 24 May 1969 and three at 3:}08 9°W five 
days later, and K.S. one at 5t0S 6°W on 6 June 1972. J.M.W. also 
saw a possible bird in the southern Indian Ocean around 20;}08 
74!°E several times on 5 October 1972, noticing the black cap, far 
to the east of any previous records, There are also a num ber of 
more 01· less doubtful records of the related Pale- or Fleshy-footer! 
Shearwater, P1~f!in'll.s carneipes, in this and the Pacific Oceans. 
The most notable in the first is a. bird seen by L.E.L. at 4t0N 52°E 
on 26 July 1970. with four at 10°N 54£0E next day and 28 in an 
area with many small flying fish at l6°N 57t0E the <1.a.y after. 
Three possible birds which D.M.S. reported at 14k0N l.16f'W anr! 
two more which he saw at 15l0N l l4°W next day might alterna 
tively have been Black Petrels, Procellaria pa.rkinsoni, which 
J. H. Jehl has recently found wintering in this area (Aiik 91:681-699). 

In the Atlantic P.W.G.C. saw the first 16 Sooty Shearwaters, 
P'U:O'inns qriseus, feeding and moving north at 42!/0N 59!0vV on 
JO April 1971. W.F.C. saw two a.t 3)1°N llt0W on 12 June 1969, 
and four at 27!/:0N l6~:0W next day, and P.W.G.C. two dark Shear 
waters in the disbance with Cory's Shearwaters at 37l0N 12t0E 
in the central Mediterranean on 18 July 1971, an exceptional 
record. He had 40 at 46°N 1 °W off the mouth of the Gironde on 
l August 1971, and three at 27°N 17°vV on 26 August 1970, and 
aga.in at 17t0' 4t011; on 20 September 1971: this last record is 
interesting as an indication that they may move south in the 
eastern tropical Atlant.ic. The .·ituation is complicated in the 
Pacific by the presence of the closely-related Short-bailed Shear 
water, P.1i.ffinns teniifrostris. and the two species were not always 
distinguished. In the south the most spectacular records refer to 
the latter: thus for example P.W.G.C. calculated he saw 142,000 
at :39{0.' 146!0E in the Bas • trait around. Wilson's Promontory 
011 12 January 1970, which agrees very well with an estimate by 
D.M:.S. of 150,000 in the same area on 2 February in that year. 
D.H.M. reports that he saw about 200 of each species together at 
'~Jl-0N l47i0E on 2() February 1072, a remarkably early date for 
them to be moving north, and D.M.S. next reports 200 Short 
tailed and lO Sooties at 2lt0N ] 56°W on 9 April 1970. D.H.lVI. then 
saw at least eight thousand Sooty Shearwaters moving north 
around 37°N 15 L 0E 011 25 April I ()72, another 800 at 45°N 172!f0W 
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on 29 May, 3,000 Sooty and Shorb-tailed Shearwaters moving 
north at 49t0N 162t0W on 31 May. 100 Short-tailed Shearwaters 
at 5.5°N 142;j;0W on 2 .Iune, and 51 a,t 5l 0N 132t0W on 7 June. 
D.M.S. saw what he thought were 200 Short-tailed Shearwaters 
with ten Booties at 2H 0N 156°W off Hawaii on 9 April Hl70, with 
two more Booties at 2lt0 149°\V next day. P.J.S.S. saw at least 
a thousand Sooties rafting off Vancouver Island on 14 July 1971. 
and a many again near a whaling factory ship at 44i0N 124!0\V 
next day. A..l{. encountered migrants passing south at a rate of 
about forty per: hour: around 45°8 l75°vV when sailing east from 
Wellington on 28 November: 1!)70, with fewer around 47°8 164°\V 
next day. 

There are a number of records of black and white Shear 
waters which present difficulties because in , orne cases there seems 
to have been confusion between members of the Manx and. Little 
group. a1 well as with other species. In addition to the usual records 
off western Europe and in the Mediterranean P.W.G.C. reported 
Manx Shearwabers, Puffinus puffin·us, in the western North Atlantic 
at 37°N 52°W on 26 February Hl71, 44!0N 58Jl:°W on 5 May 1971, 
and 39t0N 37i0W on 'l October 1970. This species was also re 
ported off West Africa at 5t0N l4i0W by KS. on 21 September 
J 970, possibly a migrant on its way south, though other small 
Shearwaters seen in lower latitudes in the ort h Atlantic including 
19 seen. at 10°N 16!0W on 13 May 1969 by D.W.M., one seen at 
6!°N 13rw on 17 August 1971 by P.W.G.C., and one seen at :34t0N 
:Ul0W on 14 November l96g with twelve seen a.t 4.l!0N 20t0W two 
fl.ays later by R.H.A. were identified as Little Shearwaters, Pu]. 

.finils assimilis, Little Shearwaters were reported off south-west, 
Africa at 27if0S 12i0E on 16 July 1970 by L.E.L. and at 27!t0S 
12-§-°E on 14 September 1970 and 30°8 14t0E on 4 December by 
K.S., in an area where K. Lambert has recently reported wintering 
Manx Shearwaters (Beitr. Vogelkd. 17:1-:~2): A.H.. also reported. 
a Manx Shearwater at 4g0S 65°W off Argentina on 8 December [g70. 

In the North Pacific the ir1.entification of Manx Shearwaters 
is further complicated by the presence of the pale-phase of the 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Reports of Manx Shearwaters from 
the west coast of central America are therefore open to the same 
doubts as those of Pink-footed Shearwaters, but a bird seen at 
8°N 8:31°W on 6 January by JCS. was identified. as Townsend.'. 
Shearwater, P.7J. auricularis, some 288 seen at 13;J-;0N gg!0W on 
21 January 1971 with five seen at 12!0N S9t0W two days later by 
P.\iV.G.C. were identified as Black-vented Shearwaters, P.p. opis 
thomelas, and the first form was reported again at 13°N 100°W on 
HJ April 1g70 by D.M.S. and at 14°N 85°W on 23 July 1971 and 
at 7°N 80t0W two days later bv P.J .. S.S. KS. reported Black 
vented ' hear-waters daily between. gi0N 88°W and 15°N 11 Lt0W 
during 24-28 June 1970, and seven of the Hawaiian race, P.p. 
nesoelli, at 21 °N 160°W on 6 July. In addition to various records of 
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Fluttering and Hutton's Shearwaters, Pnffini1.s gavia and P. lmttoni, 
around New Zealand and. south-east Australia, A.R. also reported 
two possible birds .in the central South Pacific at 47t0S 164t.0W on 
29 November HJ70, an area where Little Shearwaters are reported 
more often. 

There are three records from the tropical Pacific that can 
probably be attributed to Audubon's Shearwater, Pi~ffimis t. 
hermimieri, one of a bird seen at 14°S ] 70°E in the Banks Group 
by I.G.H. on 22 October L070, one seen off Espiritu Santo in the 
New Hebrides by Lt. S. Trodden on H.lVI.Y. Britanmia on 12 March 
1971, and 19 seen at 2lt0S 151±0E off Queenstand by D.lVI.S. on 
14 February 1970. The last were described as small Petrels which 
were dark above and white below with the under-surface of the 
wings white: Audubon's Shearwater was apparently collected in 
this area during Cook's first voyage almost exactly 200 years 
before, but does not appear to have been reporter' there since. 
In the Indian Ocean P.W.G.C. repartee'. about 326 at 26±0N 54!0E 
in the Straits of Hormuz on 30 November L969, about 3,546 nearbv 
at 26±0N 55°E on 20 December, anc1• one off the west coast, of lncl.i;. 
at 12t0N 74t0E on 4 April 1969, while L.E.L. reported birds off 
east Africa at 27!08 34°E on 20 July 1970 and l3°S 44±0E three 
days later: the latter appears to be the first record in the vicinity 
of the Comoro Islands, where it might be expected to breed. 

Storm-petrels: Family Hydrobat·idae 
As usual there are numerous records of Wilson's Storm-petrel, 

Oceanites oceanicus. Among other Atlantic records, ICS. saw what 
must have been the first northbound migrants between ll!0S 
10!0E and. 2!08 5!0W during 27-29 March 197L, and found that 
they had reached 44°N 20°W by 26 May 1970. In the Indian Ocean 
M.C.P.M. saw a few at 19t0S 35t0E off Beira in May 1972, many 
within fifty miles of Cochin on 16-17 August, and a thousand at 
14°N 51~·0E in the approaches to the Gulf of Aden on 11 September. 
P.W.G.C. also saw 200 at 21.i0N 59!0E in the approaches to the 
Persian/Arabian GuJf on J 2 October 197 L, and saw birds daily 
in the eastern Indian Ocean between S0N 77i0E and 6°N 93t0E 
during 16-19 October 1969. JCS. saw 16 here at 4t0N 92t0E on 
10 August 1972. 

There are an unusual number of records of White-faced Storm 
petrels, Pelaqodroma marina, from the Atlantic. M.C.P.lVI. saw 
two possible birds at 22t0N 17°W on 31 March 1972, W.F.C. one 
at 31~0N Ut0W on 12 June 1969, P.J.S.S. two at 42°N 47°W on 
5 August 1971 and again at 45!0N 36t0\~T next day, and P.W.G.C. 
one at 40t0N 35±0W on 5 October 1970. W.F.C. saw one at 6±08 
6t0W in the tropical Atlantic on 6 November 1969, JCS. birds at 
41°S 86±0E on 17 December L971 and again at 40i0S 93J0E next 
day in the southern Ind.ian Ocean, and A.l~. large numbers at, 
45~:08 175fi:0W nort.h of the Chatham Islands during the morning 
of 28 November Hl70. 
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There arc also a considerable number of records of v'iThite- and 
Black-bellied Storm-petrels, Fregetta. grnlla.ria and. Ji'. tropica, most 
attributed. to the former though the dark line down the beUy that 
distinguishes the latter may often be missed, Two certain ident i 
fications of Ji'. qraliaria.; since the birds came aboard H.M.Y. Brit 
ammia in the tropical Atlantic in April 1972, are listed with birds 
examined in the hand. P.W.G.C. also reported one at 3t0N 7i0E 
here on 12 August 1970; he notes he saw the white belly clearly. 
I,n the Indian Ocean they were recorded from July to October. 
L.RL. repartee'. a bird with a dark line down the belly at 4i0N 
52°E on 26 July L970, and two of these, three with white bellies, 
and ten where the markings could not be distinguished at 10°N 
54itE next c1.~y. W.F.C. reported a long series of White-bellied 
, 'torm-petrels in the Indian Ocean without distinguishing either 
Dark-bellied or White-facec1., which should also have been there, 
including up to three birds da.ily between 4t0N 5Jt0E and 13t0N 
ii7°E on 9-11 July 1960, at least 80 at 18!°N 59°E on 14 July, 
three at l6t0N 69°E on 8 August and six at l9t0N 65t0E next 
day, two at 22°N 61!0E on 16 August and again at l9°N 65,f°E 
next day, two at 6°N 86°E on 22 August, one at 14!0S 41}0E on 
23 October and. another at 19°S 39°E next day, and five at 34f°S 
24;1:0E on 28 October. Further south K.S. reported two Black 
bellied. Storm-petrels at 30i0S 81 °E on 1 September 1970 and 
three again at 30t0S 80°E next c1.ay, two at 32!0S 16!0E on 13 
September and again at 30!08 44!0E on 25 September, and one at 
29;rs 39t0E next day, while K.S. also had one at :31 ;j:0S 31 °E on 
10 October 1972 and J.W.W. one at 26if0S 47i0E on 10 October· 
1972 and a possible one at :30t0S 36t0E two r1.\l.ys later. In the 
Tasman Sea K.S. reported two White-bellied Storm-petrels off 
Montague Island on 22 August 1970. P.J.S.S. reported a Grey 
backed. Storm-petrel, Garrodia nereis, at 34i0S 169£0E in the 
approaches to the Cook Strait here on 29 June 1971. 

M.C.P.M. had a Leach's Storm-petrel, Oceomodroma leucorhoa, 
on board at 34!0N 7t0W in the North Atlantic on 3November1972, 
among other records, Further south ·w.F.C. reports over sixty 
among a concentration of birds at 6t0S 6t0W on 6 Novem her 1969, 
a.nd K.S. has a considerable series of records, including one at 
!'l0S at0W on 18 September l!J70, another at 16!08 4{0E on 26 
March 1971, two at l1!0N J;}0E next day and at 2t0S 5t0W two 
days later, one at lg0N 9°W the next day, two at 21°8 6!0E on 4 
October, one at 17°S 3t0E next day, two at 5!08 6°W on 6 June 
1972, one at 1°8 l0°W next day, and three at 33.{;0S 17!0E on 26 
-Iuly. In the North Pacific he saw one at 12°N 130°E 011 12 February 
11)71, and E.L.M. had two birds onboard listed under those ex 
arnined in the hand. In this area D.M.S. also saw a dark, white 
rumped. storm-petrel at 29t0N 177~~0W near the Hawaiian group 
on 5 June 1.970 which was either tho Madeiran Storm-petrel, Oceano 
drom. castro, or th.is species. 
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There are records of dark Storm-petrels from both sides of the 
North Pacific which could belong to a number of different species. 
In the east the likely alternatives are dark-rumped indiviriua]: of 
Leach'. Storm-petrel or the Black Storm-petrel, Oceamodrouui 
melania. The records attributed to the latter include one seen by 
JCS. at 15X:0N 99!0W on 9 January 1971, two which he saw at 
lO!°N 96°W on 25 ,June 1970 and two more at 12!0N 91!0W next 
rlay , about 50 seen by D.W.M. at 2St0N 116°W on 10 December 
Hl72, and up to seven daily from there south to 8!0N 84°W on 17 
December. In the west the likely alternatives are S\1 inhoe's, Mat 
sudaira's ancl Tristram's Storm-petrels, Oceanodroma monorhis, 
0. rnaisudairae and 0. tristrami. D.M.S. reported five possible 
Swinhoe's Storm-petrels far back in the wake at 24i0N 130{0E 
on 20 January 1970, with three more at 19i0N 134°E next r1.ay, 
and six possible Matsudaira's Storm-petrels at 15°N 136;\l0E the 
day after and again at 9i0N 13St0E the day after that. On 7 Feb 
ruary J.972 D.W.M. reporter! fifty possible Swinhoe's Storm-petrels 
at 22{0N 142t0E, while on 10 February 1971 K.S. reported 45 
possible Matsudaira's Storm-petrels at 23°N 135°E, with three 
more at l 7i0N 132t0E next day. On 29 March 1972 D.M.S. ob 
tained a good view of ten of these bird · at 27i0N 129!0E near the 
Ryukyu Islands, and saw the small white patch formed by the 
white primary shafts along the leading edge of the wing charac 
teristic of Matsudaira's Storm-petrel; the water temperature was 
then 20{°C. With a water temperature of 19°C. at 30!0N 133°E 
the next day they had been replaced in the wake by fifty similar 
birds without this white patch, which he thought might be Swin 
hoe's Storm-petrels; there were still twenty with a water tern 
perature of l6!°C. at ~3!0N J.38°E the day after, and he saw two 
more with a water temperature of 24!°C. at 22°N 122!0E on 13 
April. On 13 May 1972 D.W.M. reported 7 Swinhoe's Storm-petrels 
and 1)9 Markham's Storm-petrels without details among a congre 
gation of birds at 34t0N L45±0E, while D.M.S. reported. 20 Mat 
sudaira's Storm-petrels at 33±0N 143;}0E on 12 June 1970, and 
eight more possible birds at 32±0N 136:f0E next day. ICS. reported 
two Tristram's Storm-petrels at 27t0N 164J0E on 12 July 1970, 
and again at 28£0N 158°E next day, and a possible Matsudaira's 
Storm-petrel at 25°N 123°E on LS August 1972, with six more 
at I6°S 118°E off north-west Australia on 25 October 1972. Some 
birds seen further west in August 1971 which might also have been 
Bulwer's Petrels have already been mentioned under that species. 

A Fork-tailed Storm-petrel, Oceanodroma [urcata, was seen 
by K.S. at 47t0N l 73°E on L5 March 1970, and three were seen 
by D.W.M. at 5l0N 158t0W on :31. May 1972, with L5 at 54°N 
l46i0W on 2 June, 18 at 56°N l34;f0W on 6 JUJJe, and 14 at 46;}0N 
130t0\"iT on 8 June. P.J.S.S. reported one off Vancouver Island on 
14 July 1971. 
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Frigate-birds: Family Freqatidae 
Record. of Frigate-bird include a dark bird, doubtless the 

Ascension Frigate, Ereqaia aquila; seen by P.W.G.C. at 10°8 12°W 
on 28 October 197 l. Greater Frigates, Ereqaia minor, were seen by 
M.C.P.M. at 12i0S 47±0E off east Africa on 24 May 1972. Six (four 
female) and three were seen. off the Nicobar Islands by W.F.C. on 
27 July and 1 August J 96!) and one at 6°8 l52;t0E east of New 
Guinea by D.W.M. on 13 February 1972 . .A Lesser Frigate, Ereqaux 
ariei, was seen at 9t0S 44t0E off east Africa by P.W.G.C. on 19 
August 1969, and a number of these by K.S. around the East 

Tropic-birds: Family Phaethontidae 
P.W.G.C. saw four Red-billed Tropic-birds, Phaethon aethereus, 

at 21 °N sst0E in the northern Bay of Bengal on 20 March 196!). 
and six at the same place on I L April, also one at 6° 80°E near 
Ceylon on 11 March, while M.C.P.M. saw one within fifty miles 
of Cochin on 16-17 August 1972. P.W.G.C. also saw one at 30t0N 
48°W in the North Atlantic on 5 Novem ber 1971, and mentions 
the red bill. A bird which E.L.M. had on board and identified as 
this species at 12°8 96°E to the west of Cocos Keeling on 14 May 
1972 might also have been a H.ecJ.-tailed. Tropic-bird, Phaethon 
rubricasuius; although he describes it as white with a red. bilJ and 
black bars th.rough the eye and wing, he does not specify the colour 
of the tail: it vomited two squid and a fish. A Red-tailed. Tropic 
bird. was certainly recorded. nearby at 13!0S 93t0E by P.W.G.C. on 
3 October J969, and J.W.W. saw three more to the east at 1:3t0S 
.L20if0.E on 5 February 1972, with another nearby at I.lit°' 121±0E 
on 16 February 1971. D.W.M. also saw birds at 4t0N J.51°E and. 
'.]:08 149!0E on 11 and. 25 February 1972, and. Lt. Trodden on 
H.M.Y. Britannia one off Maria Is. in the Cook group on. 26 Febru 
ary 1971. In 1970 D.M.S. saw birds in the Tasman , 'ea at 29° ' 
J53*0E and. 25±08 154°E on :3J January and 13 February. and. off 
central America at l 7i/:°N l 17!0W and. 15°N 106±0W on L6 and 18 
April, and. at 16!0N 118t0Vi1 and 17t°N 127°W on 26 and. 27 May. 

There are a series of records of White-tailed Tropic-birds, 
Phaethon lepturus, from across the tropics. M.C.P.M. had. one at 
l2t0847±0E on 24 May 1972, and K.S. birds at 9°, ll6t0E on 20 
December 1969 and 1±0N l 19±0E two days later, q0.r 1J9°E on 
24 January 1970, 4±08 L l7*-0E next day, 9t0S 115t0E bhe day 
after am'. 14~-0S 114-if°E the day after that, 6t0S l24--}0E on 5 Feb 
ruary 1971, 8°S ll6°E on 13 October 1972 and. at 14°8 LL4t0E 
next day. In the west Pacific I.G.H. had six at 13t0N 117°E on 
24 August 1970 and D.W.M. four around 6°N 147°E on 26 February 
1!)72, and three at l0°N 145it°'E next day. IL'. had one at Jl.\0N 
l4llt0E on 28 .July 1970 with two at 5~0N 146i0E next day, 1incl. 
four at 5~-0N 128°E on 13 February 197 l. In the east Pacific D.W.M. 
had two at 19°N 105°W on 13 December 1972. and in the North 
Atlantic he had one at 23;}0N 58±0W on 27 J uly 1972. 
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Indies, including four at 2°N 12lt0E on 28 November 1970, one at 
2t0S ll8t0E next day, two a.t 4!0S llSt0E on 21 December. 
46 at 7±0N 120°E on 2:3 January l 070, 30 at Lt0N L19°E next day, 
one at 9t0S l l5t0E two days later, 66 at 5°N 1HlJ0E on 13 Feb 
ruary, 150 at t0S 126i0E on 14 February 1971, one at 6t0S L24-~0F, 
next d.av, and. one at 8°S ll6°E on L3 October 1972. J.W.W. saw 
three 60" miles SSW of Buru (about 4°S 126°E) on 3 February 1972. 

Gannets and. Boobies: Family Sulidae 
Brown Boobies, S·ula leucoqasier, were seen by P.W.C.C. a,1· 

2l±0N 62i0E off Oman on 6 November Hl69 and in the central 
Indian Ocean at 5°S 86t0E on :n December. There arc a number 
of records around the East Indies: K.S. saw ten at 2°N 12H0E on 
28 November 1969, five at 2t0S ll8!0E next day, ten at 7!08-117°8 
the day after, five at 9°S l l.6t0E on 20 December, 24 at 4±0S 118~·0E 
next. day, one at lt0N 1 L9t0E the day after, two at l'.:l° J 120°1~ 
on 23 .Ianuary L970, one at Lt0S 1Hl0E next day, 22 at 4;\:08 1J8°E 
Urn day after, 20 at 8°S Ll6°E the day after that, and . inglc bird · 
at 9!0N 120;};0E on 14 February, at 2!0N 122°E 011 12 October 
.1972, and at !0S l20!0E on 28 October. D.lVI.S. also saw two at 
2f°S 127°E on 20 February L970, one at 7°N l ISt0E on 2:3 March 
1972, and two at 7!0N 11si0E on :10 June, and .J.W.W. six in the 
Omba Strait at about 8°S 126°E on 4 February 1972. In the north 
west Pacific D.M.S. saw eight at 30t0N 130t0'E on 28 March. 1!)70 
and 200 at 26°N 124t0E on 4 July 1972, while P.J.S.S. reported 
SL'C at 6~0N l64i-0W in the central Pacific on 4 Februarv 1972. 

Blue-faced -Boobies, Sula clactylatra., were reported in the 
Indian Ocean at 4t0S 36°E 011 12 July H172 by E.L.1\IL and. at 8°S 
ll6°E on 26 January 1!)70 by K.S. In the west Pacific D.vV.M:. had 
an immature bird a.t 12±0N L47~0E on 9 February 1!)72, and one 
at l7t0N 142!0E on 28 February, and. D.1YI.S. thirty at 26°N 124t0E 
on 4 July 1972. In the western Pacific he saw a young bird thought 
to be of' t.his species come aboard at. l8t0N 120t''W, 370 miles off 
the Revilla Gigedos, on Hi April 1970: he describes the head and 
nape as gold.en brown, the rest of the upperparts, underwing and 
tail as brown, and the underparts, including the under-tail covert· 
as white, with some mottling forming a band across the breast, 
the naked skin of the face dark blue, the base of the bill blue and 
its middle reddish, the feet pink. It left when they were ornc 200 
miles off Clarion Island next day, when later he saw first two ad.ult. 
and then two mottled immature: around 16°N 114°\iV. The fol 
lowing day there were never less than ten birds around the ship at 
about 16°N ll0°W. About half were adults with greenish-yellow 
bills and in two cases yellow feet, while the immatures again had. 
piJ.11< feet. They gave <L much better aerial display than Asiatic 
birds, both cl.iving a.nd pursuing flying fish in the air. 

A Red-footed Booby, Sida sula, was recorded by M.C. P.M. 
while at anchor off St. Helena on 7 April 1972. It has been found 
among the subfossil deposits here, but apparently has not been 
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Cormorants: Family Phalacrocoracidae 
Some 3,000 Socotra Cormorants, Phalacrocorao: n·igrogularis, 

were seen by RA.S. about 11 miles north of Qatar on 3 July 1970, 
and. M.C.P.M. saw 500 at 17t0N 57i0E on 10 September 1972. 
K.R.S. reports that Zarqa Island at 24°53'N 5:r05'E 70 miles 
north of Abu Dhabi is densely populated with these Cormorants; 
they are reported to breed in the northern autumn, when they are 
infested. with ticks carrying a virus that can infect man (H. Hoeg 
straal, R M. Oliver and S. S. Guirgis, Ann. Entom. Soc. America 
63: 1762-8). 

Phalaropes: Family Phalaropopidae 
There are a considerable number of records of Phalaropes 

with the species identified. with varying certainty. In the Atlantic 
the most southerly record: were provided. by P.W.G.C., who saw 
eight at 2lt0S 4t0E on 21. September 1971 and six at 28°S 13t0E 
next day in the wintering area off south-west Africa. There are a 
number of records from the winter quarters off West Africa, in 
cluding two seen by P.W.G.C. at 6f0N 13t0W on 31 August 1970 
and. again at 21!0N L7-f0W on 5 August 1971, sixty reported by 
W.F.C. at 3°8 7!0W on 7 November 1969, 180 and possibly 2,500 
which he saw at 24JtN l6t0W on 21 November, 2,50C which he 
saw in the distance at 29°N l4t0W next day, and five which he 
saw at 40!-0N 10t0W on 25 November. The few that were identified 
positively in this area were as usual Grey Phalaropes, Phalaropus 

recorded recently. K.S. also saw an immature bird at 4t0S 7±0W 
in the tropical Atlantic on 19 September 1970, and P.W.G.C. two 
more in the distance at 5°8 86i0E in the Indian Ocean on 31 De 
cember 1969. JCS .. ·aw fifty at l6°S ll8°E off north-west Australia 
on 27 October 1972, and many around the East Indies, including 
birds at 2°N 121t0E on 28 November 1969 and 7i0N ll7°E two 
days later, three at 6°N l 19{0E on 23 December and seven at 
10t0N 120t0E next day, thirty at 9f0N 120t0E on 14 February 
1970, one at llt0N 143t0W on 28 July, an immature at 4±0S ?t0W 
on 19 September, L6 at -!}0S l26f0E on 14 February 1971, 70 at 
6t0S 124t0E next day, two at 2f0N 122°E on 1.2 October 1972, 
and 30 at {0S 120!0E on 28 October. In this area D.M.S. also had 
two at 9°N 121 °E on 28 Jttly 1970, 16 at 5°N 123°E next day, 
nine at 9f°N 119t0E on 13 March 1972, twelve at 7°N l1St0E 
on 23 March, 100 at 9°N 119!0E on 22 April (all in the white phase), 
two at 9~0N 119t0E on 27 April, and 60 at 7l0N ll8t0E on 30 June. 
J.W.W. also saw 21 north of Burn at about 3°S 127°E on 3 Feb 
ruary 1972. 

Pelicans: Family Pelecanidae 
Two white Pelicans with streaks of black in the wings, pos 

sibly Dal.mation Pelicans, Pelecamus crispus, were reported. by 
RA.S. on the shore in the approaches to the Persian Gulf at 26°53'N 
55°43t'E on 7 March 1970. 
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fulicarius; P.W.G.C. also reported twelve Phalaropes on. spring 
passage at 40t0N 71±0W on the north-west Atlantic on 20 May 
1970. In the equally well-known wintering area for Red-necked 
Phalarcpes, Phalaropus lobatus, in the Arabian Sea M.C.P.M. 
reported a thousand at l4°N 5lt°E on. 11 September 1972, and 
P.W.G.C. at least two thousand at 221;0N 60°E on 4 October 1971. 

There are a considerable munber of records for the little 
known wintering area around the East Indies. K.S. saw 25 at 2!0N 
l22°E on 12 October 1972, thirty at !0S 120t0E on 28 October, 
many groups at 9°8 ll6t0E on 20 December 1969, thirty at l±0N 
ll9i0E two days later, ninety at 6°N 119!0E on the day after, and 
forty at 5°N 119!0E on 12 February 1970. D.M.S. likewise saw 
four at 2t0S 127°E on 20 February 1970, forty at 1!0N 125i0E 
next day and L,600 at 7°N 121£0E on 11 April. Where these birds 
were identified, they were also Red-necked Phalaropes. D.W.M. 
also saw a mun ber of birds on migration to the north, including a 
hundred Red-necked Phalaropes at 33t0N 135;f0E on 8 April 1972, 
25 at 34t0N l45i0E on 13 April, 120 Grey Phalaropes at 4lt0N 
165!0W on 4 May, eight at 36°N 157°E on Ll May, 11 Red-necked 
at 36°N 146°E on 24 May, two Grey at 42°N 174!0E on 28 May, 
and five Rec1 •• necked at 45°N 172f-0W the next day. He reported 
17 Grey Phalaropes at 19°N 105°W in the east Pacific on 13 De 
cember 1972 and 125 at 15-!°N 97f°W next day, while K.S. re 
ported over 400 Wilson's Phalaropes, Steganopus unicolor at l5!0N 
99£0W near here on 9 January 1972; he described them as largish 
birds with browni sh upperparts and wings. It is a little uncertain 
whether this species winters at sea, though. 

Skuas: Family Siercorariidae 
There are many records of Great Skuas, Oatharacta sp., from 

the temperate North Atlantic, and quite a few from lower lati 
tudes there. R.H.A. saw one at l3°N 65t0W on 30 January 1971, 
M.C.P.M. some in a large mixed gathering of Skuas at 22i0N l 7°W 
off the coast of west Africa on 31 March 1972, K.S. one at 10°N 
16°W on l April 1971, D.W.M. two at lt0N 4;i0W on 21 May 1969 
and one to three at 3°S 3;i0E two days later, W.F.C. five at 18;!0N 
59°E on 14 July 1969, P.W.G.C. one at 37t0N IOt0E on 22 July 
1971, M.C.P.M. two at 22°N 59;i0E on 9 September 1972 and one 
at 17t0N 57±0E next day, K.S. one at t°N l1°W on 20 September 
1970, C.F.C. seven at ;i0N l3°W on 8 November 1969, two at 7t0N 
17i0W on 17 November and one at 1lt0N 17°!W next day. Some 
of these may have been migrants from the south, as must have 
been two birds reported by M.C.P.M. in the Indian Ocean within 
fifty miles of Cochin on 16-17 August 1972, and one with a light 
head reported by K.S. at 26°N 139°E in the North Pacific on 26 
.Iuly 1970. 

M.C.P.M. saw some Pomarine Skuas, Stercorarius pomarimus, 
among the flock of mixed. Skuas at 22t0N l7°W off West Africa on 
17 March ]!)72, and some 500 around a large fishing fleet at 20°N 
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17°W there on 31 October. In the Indian Ocean P.W.G.C. saw 
one at 6°N 80°E on 27 March 1969, two at 7i0N 77if0E next day. 
one at l21°N 72°E off the Laecadives on 9 November, one at. 6°K 
04~ 0E off the Nico bars four days later, and three following large 
flocks of Terns at 26±0J 55°E in the approaches to the Persian 
Gulf on 20 Docem ber. K..S. also saw three at 7 i°S ll 7°E in the 
East Indies on 20 November 1969, one at 6°N l L9!0E on 23 De 
cember, three at q 0N ll9°E on 24. January U:170, anti. four a,t 
8°N 83~l0W off Panama on (i January 1971, among many other 
records. 

D.E. saw a dark-phase Arctic Sirna, Stercorarius parasiticus, 
two miles off Filfla, Malta, on 24 February L970, and. a pale-phase 
one while at anchor off Limassol, Cyprus on 31 May 1970. M.C.P.1\'I. 
saw ma.ny adults and. immatures flying south-east at 22°S !lf°E 
off south-west Africa on 22 October HJ72, and another 400, mainlv 
immature, flying south-east again at 17t0 5°E next cl.ay . .Ln th·~ 
North Atlantic P.W.G.C. saw a Long-tailed Sirna. Stercorarius 
lonqica udus, flying south-east at 41±0N l0±0W on 23 August 
1!)71. and W.F.C. two at f0N l3°W on 8 November 1969 and again 
at 29°N IH·0W on 22 November. In the North Pacific D.W.M. saw 
two at B5° -r I 4·8jj08 on 12 May 1972, ·ingle birds at 49t0N 162±0W 
on 31. May, :"i2±0N lMt0W the next <1.ay, and 54°N .146!0W and 
i5!5°N l42i 0\V the rlay after. 

Gulls: Family Laridae 
D.W.M. saw an immature Ivory Gull, Paqophila eburnea, at 

43-,\-0N I 62~0W in the North Pacific on 28 March L972, ttncl. P.A.K.. 
two Audo1~i11's G11Us, Larus audouini, at 30°N 25t0E in the Aegean 
on 2!5 October 19()0. P.W.G .0. saw an adult and three young Lesser 
Black-backed. GuU:, Larue [uscu«, near Freetown, Siena Leone, on 
13 August 1!)70, and eight off Lagos, Nigeria on 10 September, 
while M.C.P.M. saw 200 anc1• another 100 near a trawler at 22i0N 
l 7°W off Cape Blanco on 31 March 1972. P.J .. S. saw aJ1 adult 
Greater Black-backed. OuU. Lams marinus, at Hamilton, Bermuda 
on 2 August Hl71. and D.E. two off Gibraltar on 5 February 1970. 
D.M.S. saw a Glaucous Gull, Larue hyperboreiis, with a thousand 
Herring Gulls. Larus arqentatus, on the ice at Hsiugkang, north 
China on 17 Januarv L970, and. P.A.K. a second-year (all-white) 
Glaucous Gull five miles off Plymouth on 16 June 1969. Lt. S. 
Trodden saw a small white Gull with a greyish back, doubtless a 
Silver GulJ. Latus novaehollandiae. from H.M.Y. Britammia at 
Guadalcanal 011 14 March 1971, an~l. B.W. a Mediberranean Gull, 
Larue melomocephalus, at 36f 0N Si o~w in the western approaches 
to Gibraltar 011 6 October 1!)70. 

In the Atlantic Kittiwakes, Rissa tn:dactyla, were found. south 
to 22±0N 1.7°\iV, where M.C.P.M .. ·aw twenty following a trawler 
on 31 March l.!)72. In the cast Pacific IL'. saw one at 24l0N 122t0W 
on 13 Januarv 1971, and. in the west Pacific he saw one at 37°N 
143°E on 27 ·October H172: one which he had on board north of 
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Terns: Family , 'ternulae 
D.H.M. reported over a thou. anc' Royal Terns, T'halasseus 

maainnus, with a thousand Common Terns, Sterna hirumdo, at 
15t0N l 7f0W off West Africa on 12 May 1969, and D.E. nine 
probable Sanc1.wic.h Terns, Thalasseus sandvicensis, with Kitti 
wakes forty miles south-east of Gibralt ar on :30 January 1970: he 
remarks that whereas when other birds are approached by a heli 
copter they tend to dive down and away towards the sea, Sandwich 
Terns are exceptional in trying to rise above it, only breaking away 
when almost under the rotor. R.A.S. found a thousand ~'bite 
cheeked Terns, Sterna repressa, breeding with an equal number of 
'ooty Terns, Sterna [uscata, on the Daimaniyat Islands at 24°5:)'N 

57°59'E off outh Oman on 6 July 1970: he provides detailed. 
sketches of both of them. The first tencl.ed. to nest on sand, and 
only had eggs, wherea the second tended to nest on the rocks and 
had. both eggs and chicks; there were also about 300 Aden Gulls, 
Larue hemprichi, arou nrl, but he found. none of their nests. This 
appears to be the first record of Sooty Terns breeding off the coasf 
of Arabia, though they are known to ne s t at much the same season 
on Mait Island off the north coast of Somalia. 

There are a num ber of records of the occurrence of Sooty 
Terns at sea. In the eastern tropical Atlantic D.H.M. saw forty at 
l0°N 16i0W on 13 May 1969 P.W.G.C. two part ies each of 400 at 
3,\-0N 4!0E on rn July 1969 K.S. over 500 at ~0S 7t0W on 16 
October 1972, and J.W.W. over a hundred at 3°S 8°W on 22 Oc 
tober 1.972. In the western tropical Atlantic I<.S. saw a thousand 
probable birds with a hundred probable White-capped Noddies, 
Anoiis rninutus, at 12t0N 60;f0W on 2 June 1970. In the western 
Indian Ocean K.S. saw a hundred Sooty Terns at :30!08 38!0E 
on 17 March 197 L and fifty off Durban next day, and. M.C.P.M. 
fifty at 16°8 40¥0E on 23 May 1972. ln the eastern Indian Ocean 
P.\V.G.C. saw 2fi at 4;i0N 98:\-0E on 20 October 1969, and. six a,t. 
6°N 95±0E on 19 Novern ber. In the East Indies K.S. reported 
fifty at 5!0N 128°E on 13 February I !)71, twenty at !0S 126;i0E 

Hawaii is listed with the birds seen in the hand. D.M.S. saw three 
with Common Gulls, Larus canus, at 31 °N L22f,.0E off the coast of 
China on 5 January Hl70, twenty at 34!0N 1221-°E six days later, 
and 300 at; 34t0N l:37°E off southern Japan on 29 January. T<..S. 
also saw a Red-Ieggod Kitti wake, Rissa breoirostri«, at 46°N l 74i 0E 
on 14 March 1970, and D.H.lVI. two a.t 5H0N 141 °W on 17 March 
1972. Them are a number of records of Sabine's Gulls, Larus Sabini, 
i11 the east Atlantic, including two probable bird seen by M.C.P.M. 
at 9f'N l6t0W on 29 October 1972, o.ne seen by W.F.C. at 29°N 
14}0W on 22 November 1969 arid three adults at 40~0N 1Qf,0W 
three days later, and three probable birch seen by R.H.A. at 22)0N 
17°vV on 6 February 1969. D.H.M. Sa\.V at least fort.y at St0N 
79{·0W in tbe east Pacific on 18 December Hl72. 



NEW MEMBERS - I 07 4 
TOTAL 32 

GrangJe, G., \\'T.B.E., Captain M.N., 216 Malone Road, Belfast, 
BT95LQ 

Newbound, P. J., Lt. R.N., 2 Teynharn Green, Gillingham, Kent, 
ME86NZ 

Johnson, A. D, Lt. R..N., 2 Saltmarsh Lane, Hayling Island, Hants. 
Holloway, M. F., Able Seaman R.N., JO Worcester Road, Bedford 
Phillips, C., Sub-Lt. RN., 28 Sutton Road., Cowplain, Hants, 

P088PU 
Morgan, P. J. C., Lt. RN., Cross Keys, Godolphin Cross, Brease, 

Holston, Cornwall 
Curber, R M., M.O.D. Civil Service, ll Weatherly Avenue, Old 

Down, Bath, Avon County, BA.2 2PF 

Alcids: Family Alcidae 
P.W.G.C. reported 44 Razorbills, Alea torda, off the southern 

end. of Sula Sgeix off the Hebrides on 19 February 1971, and 285 
in small groups on the water or flying west in the western North 
Atlantic at 48!0N 42°W on 24 February. D.H.M. saw two Brun 
nich's Guillemots, Uria lomsna, at 40±0N l59!0E in the north 
Pacific on 9 March 1972. P.W.G.C. noticed six probable Little 
Auks, Plautus alle, at 48±0N 42°W in the North Atlantic on 211 
February 1971, anc1• 53 at 69°N 14t0E on 7 April 1972, anc1. D.M.S. 
three probable Least Auklets, Aethia pusilla, at 36i0N 123±0E in 
the north Pacific on 18 January 1970. D.H.M. saw two Tufcer! 
Puffins, Lunda cirrhata., a.t 4li0N 163°E there on 10 March 1972. 

next day, and fifty at ll!0S 121!0E two days later, and also 200 
at 5°N 119-j:°E on 14 February 1970. In the west Pacific Lt. D. 
Trodden on H.M.Y . .Britannia saw two at Suaba Bay, 6°S 157°E, 
on l6 March 1971, JCS. a hundred at 2°N l39°E on 26 July 1970, 
and D.M.S. individuals at 9rN 138!0E on 23 January 1970 and 
9!f0N l18t0E on 13 March 1972 with pos ·ibly a thousand with 
Bridled or Brown-winged Terns, Sterna omaeihetus, and a similar 
number of Common Noddies, Anous stolidus, at 26°N 124~0E on 
4 July 1!)72. K.S. recorded forty Bridled Ten;s in the East-lnc'.ies 
at 4f.0S ll8!0E on 21 December 1969, and a hundred at 6t0S 
124±0E on 15 February 1971, while P.W.G.C. saw over a thousand 
fishing with pale terns and Auc1.ubon's Shearwaters at 26f.0N 
55°E in the approaches to t.he Persian Gulf on 20 December 1969. 

JCS. also reported Common Noddles at 6t0S 124t0E in the 
East Indies on 27 October 1970, in addition to the records of this 
species and White-capped Noddles with other 'I'erns listed above. 
Lt. D. Trodden on H.M.Y. Britannia reportec1. a White Tern, 
°'1Jgis alba, at Kieta, 6°S 155°E, on 18 March 1971, anr! D.H.1\f. 
two at 17£°N 145l0E on 8 February 1972. 



Lock, B., M.O.D. Civil Service, 12 Rivers Street, Bath, Somerset 
Pope, J. E., Vice-Admiral, Homme House, Much Marcle, nr. Led 

bury, Hertfordshire 
Coombs, P., 3rd Mate M.N., 7 Woodland Way, Pettswooct, Kent 
Osborne, N. H., 1st Officer M.N., 3 Straid-a-Cno c, Clynder, Dun 

bartonshire, E84 OQX 
Bewsher, J. D., RP.O. R.N., 21 Burton Villas, Burton Street, 

Brixham, South Devon, 1'Q5 9JB 
Moody, J. G., Able Seaman R.N., 46 Harvey Road, Bisho pstoke, 

Eastleigh, Southampton 
Harty, P., Able Seaman R.N., New Grove House, New Grove, 

Preston, nr. Canterbury, Kent 
Healy, B. E., C.R.E.A. R.N., 10 Cairngorm Crescent, Potterhill, 

Paisley, Glasgow 
Holstead., J. W., 4th Eng. M.N., M.V. Texaco Britain, c/o Texaco 

Overseas Tankships Ltd., l Knightsbridge Green, London, 
S.W.l 

Baker, G. J., Ldg. Writer R.N., 7 Bulwack Road, Helston, Cornwall 
Binder, T. R., Corporal R.M., 254 Westbourne Park Road, London 

W.11 
Reynolds, P. M., Lt. R.N., c/o British Liaison Officer, N.A.T.O. 

Weapons Systems School, B.F.P.O. 34 
Riley, M., L.M.E. R.N., Newland.s Lodge, Woocl.s Lane, Cliddesden, 

Basingstoke, Rants. 
Meredith, Rev. R. D. de E., St Alphege Vicarage, 28 Westcliff, 

Whitstable, Kent 
Orrell, D. B., L/S.A. R.N., 8 Popes Lane, Warboys, Huntingdon 
Walter, Rev. W. J., R.N., 2 Searle Road., Farnham, Surrey, GVD 

SLJ 
Coults. R. I. P .. 3rcl. Officer M.N .. 23 Carter Street, Sandown, 

I.O.W., P036 8DG . 
Small, D. S., Able Seaman (P.M.C. U.S.N.), U.S.S. Hector (AR,-7), 

c/o l!"'.P.O. San Francisco, California, U.S.A., 96601 
McBean, W. S., C.P.O. l~.N., 89 Kent Drive, Helensburgh, Dun 

bartonshire 
Deeny, I., M.E.M. 2C. R.N., 7 Lever Park, Port Stewart, Co. Derry, 

Ireland 
Guns0J1, P. A., Captain M.N. 
Banks, A. J. S., Captain RN., Topps, Stockton, Warminster, 

Wilts, BA12 OSF 
Capes, A. D., P.O. M.E.M., 8 Packway Drive, Peak Lane, Fareham, 

Rants., P014 3BG 
Brooke, H. J. A., Commander R.N., University Liaison Office, 

M.O.D. (Navy), Room 1, Archway Block, Spring Gardens, 
London SWlA 2BE 

Franklin, R, C.P.O. R.N., 128 Rock Avenue, Gillingham, Kent 
[Note by Editor. New Members at sea are reminded that the use of 
R.N.B.W.S. Sea Passage report forms add valuable information 
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ViT estern Australia: 
Julian Ford, Lot 71, Sanderson Road, Lesmurdio, 6076, Western 
Australia 

Victoria (Melbourne): 
Roy Wheeler, 59A Upton Road, Windsor SI (Bi.rd Observers 
Club R.A.0.U.) 

R.N.B.W.S. REPRESENTATIVES OVEl~SEAS 
AUSTRALIA 

Captain P. Rose, M.N. Dr M. C. Radford 
OBITUARY 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY AT 1/11/74 
Ex-Officers 7 
Hon. Members 11 
Life Members (original) 40 
Life Mern bers 13 
Ordinary Members 237 
Corporate Members 27 

Totals 308 + 27 Corporate Members = 33:3. In addition 72 Asso 
ciate Members 

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - 1974 
TOTAL 4 

Coward, A. N., Dr .. 6A Vancouver Street, Rec~l1i1J, ACT 2603, 
Australia 

Oreel, G. J., Joseph Israelskade l30-3, Amsterdam J.008, Nether 
lands 

Harris, Dr. M. P., PR.D., Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Hill of 
Brathens, Glassel, Banchory, Kincardineshire. AB3 4BY 

Jennings, M., Esq., 24 Mornington Avenue, West Kensington, 
London W.14 

Jordan, D. C., Esq., 29 Longhill Avenue, Chatham, Kent 
l~ESlGNED 

Kerr, M. W. B., Captain R.N., Resigned 
Thain, J., Skipper, British Fishing Fleet. 

NEW COl~POR.ATE MENIBERSHIP - 1974 
TOTAL l 

A. Van Gaans, Marsdiepstri 71, Dan Held.er, Netherlands. H. 
Neth. M.S. Blommendal. 

on the distribution of both seabirds and landbirds at sea. Those 
wishing to take part should. apply direct to Captain E. F. Aikman, 
address on page l. Completed forms should be returned direct to 
the "Editor".] 
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NEW ZEALAND 
Sir Robert A. Falla, KB.E., C.M.G., Katari Road, Days Bay, East 

bourne, (North Island). (Hon. Member, R.N.B.W.S.) 
F. C. Kinsky, Dominion Museum, Wellington C3, (North Island) 
R. M. Lockley, 6 Calder Place, Auckland 6, (North Island). (Hon. 

Member, R..N.B.W.S.) 

NETHEl~LANDS 
Professor Dr K. H. Voous, Zoological Museum, Plantage Mid.d.enlaan 

:33. Am iterdam (C). (Hon. Member, RN.B.W.S.) 
Dr J. Watte!, Zoological Museum, Plantage Middenlaan 53, Am 

sterdam (C) 

MALTA 
J. Sultana, 3 , lciberras Flats, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, 

Malta, G.C., (Hon. Secretary, Malta Ornithological Society) 

HONG KONG 
Hon. Secretary, Hong Kong Bird Watching Society, c/o The Chart 

ered Bank, Hong Kong. (President, Commander E. D. Webb, 
R.N., Government House Lodge, Hong Kong.) 

DEl\TMARK 
Lektor Hans Hvass, M.Sc., Grondalsvej 53, Copenhagen F. (Hon. 

Member, R.N.B.W.S.) 

CANADA 
Dr Eric L. Mills, Asst. Professor, Dept. of Biology, Institute of 

Oceanography, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Dr Roger Pocklington, Bedford Institute, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 
Dr R. G. B. Brown, Canadian Wild Life Service, Marine Ecology 

Laboratory, Bedford Institute, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
Dr M. T. Myres, Dept. of Biology, University of Calgary, Calgary 44, 

Alberta 
Dr Paul Germain, Professor, Biology Department, Universite de 

Moncton, Moncton, New Brunswick 

Victoria (Geeiong): 
J. R. Wheeler, 72 James Street, Belmont 3216, Victoria, 
Australia 

New South Wales: 
Arnold n, McGiU, 95 Nuwarra Road, Moorebank 2170, N.S.W. 

Queensland: 
L. A. Neilsen, Box 12, Jand.owae, Queensland 4410 

Tasmania: 
D. G. Thomas, 9 Lallaby Road, Moonah, Tasmania (4 miles 
from Hobart). (President, Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club.) 
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AUSTRALIA: 
C.S.I.R.O. Division of Wild Life Research, Canberra A.C.'r. 

2600 (W. B. Hitchcock) 
Curator of Birds, Australia Museum, Co11ege Street, Sydney 

N.S.W. (H.J. de S. Disney, M.A.) 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 (The 

Librarian) 
Directorate of Public Relations Department of the Navy, 

Navy Office, Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 (Mr Hugh Elliot) 
CANADA: 

National Museum of Canada, Ottawa 4 (The Librarian) 
McGill University Library, 3459 Mc'Tavish Street, Montreal 

2-PQ (The Librarian) 
Dept. of Biology, University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta 

(Dr M. T. Myres) 
The Masters Canadian Coast Guard. Ships Q?iadra and Va,nco·uver 

(Victoria, British Columbia) 
DENMARK: 

The Zoologisk Museum, Universitets Parken 15, DK-2100, 
Copenhagen (The Librarian) 

WEST INDIES 
Dr C. B. Lewis, o.B.E., Director and Curator, The Science Museum, 

Institute of Jamaica, Kingston, Jamaica. (Hon. Member, 
R.N.B.W.S.) 

THE FOLLOWING NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMS, ETC., 
RECEIVE COPIES OF SEA SW ALLOW 

U.S.A. 
Dr n, G. Wolk, Seaford, New York ll 78a. (Curator, Nassau County 

Museum of Natural History, State of New York, Long Island 
Region) 

W. B. Robertson, Jnr., 17300 SW 300th Street, P.O. Box 279, 
Homestead, Florida 33030. (Park Biologist, Everglades 
National Park.) (Members visiting Port Everglades or Miami.) 

Lieut.-Cdr. R. Stackpole, U.S.N.R., Normandy, Ocean Avenue, 
Newport, R.I. (Member, R.N.B.W.S.) 

Arnold Small, 3028 Cavendish Drive, Los Angeles 90064. (President, 
Los Angeles Audubon Society.) 

SOUTH AlvlERICA 
A. J. Brown, c/o F.C.A.B., Casilla S y T, Antofagasta, Chile 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Professor J.M. Winterbottom, Director, Percy Fitzpatrick Institute 

of African Ornithology, University of Capetown, Rondesbosch 
C.P. 
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FRANCE: 
Museum of Natural History, Rue de Buffon 55, Paris V. (Mon 

sieur C. Jouanin) 
Ar Vran FacuJte des Sciences, Brest (M. Le Demezet) 

Pli:DERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY: 
Zoological Museum Alexander Koenig Library, 52 Bonn, 

Ad.enauerallee 150-164 (Dr G. T. Niethammer) 
HONG KONG: 

Hong Kong Bird. Watching Society 
JNDIA: 

Bombay Natural History Society, Bombay (J. C. Daniel, 
Curator] 

MALTA: 
Malta Ornithological Society 

NETHEH.LANDS: 
Rijksmuseum of Natural History, Leiden 
Zoological Museum, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam 

(Professor Dr K. H. Voous - Dr J. Watte]) 
1\TEW ZEAL.AND: 

Zoology Department. University of Canterbury, Christchurch 
(J. Warham) 

Dominion Museum, Wellington (Dr F. C. Kinsky) 
Director, New Zealand Oceanographic Institute D.S.I.R r , , 

Wellington (E. W. Dawson) 
NO.RWAY: 

Dept. of Zoology, Trornso Museum, N-900, Tromso (Dr E. Brun) 
U .•. A.: 

The American Museum of Natural History, New York (Librarian) 
Bernice P. Bishop, Museum Honolulu, Hawaii (Librarian) 
Peabody Museum, Yale, New Haven, Connecticut (Dr Ripley) 
Smithsonian Institution, Division of Birds, Washington, D.C. 

(G. E. Watson, W. B. King, P. Gould) 
University of California, Los Angeles (Biomedical Library), 

Centre of Health Services (The Librarian) 
Alfred 0. Gross Library of Ornithology, Bourdoin College, 

Brunswick, Maine (The Librarian) 
Library of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cam- 

bridge, Mass. (Librarian) 
Dept. of Anthropology, Ohio State University, Ohio (P. W. Post) 
Rockefeller University, New York (R Haver Wiley, Jnr.) 
Colorado State University, Colorado City (D. W. Lupton, 

HcJ .. of Serials, Librarian) 
U.K. (GREAT BRITAIN): 

Army Bird Watching Society (Lt.-Col. C. N. Clayden, Candle 
wick Cottage, Avenue Road, Fleet, Hants.) 

Royal Air Force Ornithological Society (Wing Commander 
C. B. Elford, R.A.F., R.m. 435, Adastral House, Tbeobalds 
Road, London W.C.l) 
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Dr D. A. Bannerman, O.B.E., M.A., sc.n., LL.D., F.R.S.E. (Arnn 
del): D. J. Slinn (Port Erin): K D. Ponting (Stafford); I. McLean 
(Holyhead): E. I. S. Rees (Llanfairpwll); Garth Pettitt (Hail 
sham); H. P. Kay Robinson (Penzance); Dr Roger Bailey 
(Torpkins, Aberdeen}; E. W. Baker (Skeguess); A. Blackett 
(North Shields); Jeffrey Boswall (Bristol); C. Douglas Deane 
(Belfast); J. Houston (Brockley, London); A. L. Durand 
(Diss); Dr J. D. Sharrock (Whitley Bay); 1?. Walker, (Lowestoft); 
A. D. K. Ramsay (Roslin, Midlothian): Bernard Watts (Dor 
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o.C.B., o.s.o., M.B.E. (London, Spain); D.R. Wilson (Aylesbury); 
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(J. D. Brown, Esq.) 
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The Dept. of Zoology, Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornith 

ology, Oxford (The Librarian) 
The Royal Society for Protection of Birds, Sandy, Bedford 
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Dr K. F. Edwards (Kingston, Ontario): Dr R. G. B. Brown 
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Pocklington (Dartmouth. Nova Scotia): Dr E. L. Mill:· (Hali 
fax, Nova Scotia): G. W. McLain (Toronto): Dr Kees Ver 
meer (Edmonton): R. Wa,yne Campbell (Victoria, Brltish 
Columbia) 

ETHIOPIA: 
Dr J. S. Ash (Ac~r1.is Ababa) 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERM.ANY: 
Dr Hubert Bruns (Hamburg) 
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Christian Jouanin (Paris): Dr S. Autgaerd.cn, M.O. (Paris) 
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U.S.A.: 
Dr C. E. Huntington (Brunswick, Maine); Mark L. Libby 
(New Harbour, Maine); P. W. Post (Ohio); Orville Crowder 
(Harpers Ferry, West Va.); R. Haven Wiley, Jnr. (Chapel 
Hill University of N. Carolina); W. B. King (Washington, 
D.C.); Dr R. G. Wolk (New York): W. B. Robertson, Jnr. 
(Homestead, Florida) 

UGANDA: 
Dr W. L. N. Tickell (Makerere University, Kampala) 


