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NIG.b:L H.1£.NDERSON, President. 

1 would like to conclude this foreword by thanking all those, 
including two naval funds, who have helped the Society financially 
in the past vear by giving donation . This has been of great value 
iµ. difficult times. 

. Let us hope that the next thirty years will see the Society 
goi.ng from strength to even greater strength through the enthusiasm 
of its members to whom we send all good wishes. 

It is fitting that this .)"C<Lr a new book .·J Field, r.'nide to the 
Seabirds of the World is to be published. Jt has been compiled by 
our indefatigable and indomitable Chairman, Captain Tuck: so it 
will certainly be authoritative and accurate. The RN.B.IV.S. is 
proud to be associated through our Chairman with this work. It 
will form a useful successor to that excellent hook Birde of the 
Ocean by W. B. Alexander. lt is hoped that a.II libraries in :i-r.M. 
Ships will carry a copy of the new Field Guide. 

For those interested in bird life at sea, H.N.B.W.S. is an 
organisation both for the beginner and the expert. 1 feel it. is not 
widely enough known among "the seagoing frutcrnitv, who can 
acquire much enjoyment and lrno1rJcclgc through membership. 
Perhaps we have been too modest in the past in publishing our 
achievements and spreading our knowledge. ln a uy event efforts 
are now being -madc to publicise the Society a little more. Let us 
hope that more will enjoy uicm bcrship. 

1976 sees R.N.B.\V.,'. thirty years old and sWI going strong 
thanks to all past and present members. During the time that 
H .. N.B.W.S. has been in existence intere t in the environment and 
ford life has spread immeasurably throughout all walks of life. 
This is also true of the interest being shown in bird. at sea. The 
opportunities for bird watching among scagoers, be they experts 
or casual enthusiasts, are enormous in the greatest cnvironrneub 
of all, namely the occa ns of the world. 

"TRIHTY YEARS ON" 

FOREWORD 



G. S. TUCK, Eclitor. 
members. 

Since the publication of 'i ol. 25 - Hl74/7:), effort has been 
given to overcome the steadily decreasing balance in the Society's 
current account without, we hope, inflicting an undue increase in 
our members· aununl subscriptions. 

At the time of going to pre. s with Sea Swallow Vol. 26 the 
finnncinl position to :·!0th November 1076 is not yet availa blo, but 
we cannot express adequately our deep gratitude to the response 
we have received to help us overcome the ogre of inflation. 

The following donations have been received: From the Fleet 
Amenities Fund, £:10. From the H.N. and R.M. Sports Control 
Board, £:)0. 
UNSOLTCTTED DONA'l'lO , ' TO n.N.13.W.S. BY J\fK!\1BEHS 

This has been truly wonderful and acknowledged personally. 
Since many wished to be anonymous, we have received to date an 
additional sum of £1 fl!) making a total of £295. 
NEW iVIEi\lIBEHS. 2:l new mcrn bers ha ve joined in 1970. 
RP.POl~.1'S FHOM Ml~Ml3EHR AT SEA 

Sea passage report forms and census sheet passnge report 
forms of seabirds have amounted to 82 passages, while laudbird 
reports :-it, sea. have covered 28 passages. The latter have included 
some more unusual visitors on board such as a Great Blue Heron 
and a Greater Flamingo. L 7 cases of seabirds oxamined in the 
hand and 27 cases of la.ndbirds examined similarly have been 
received other than Ocean Weather , 'hip reports whose regular, 
valuable reports are much appreciated. 

I wish to express my thanks al.·o for the information we have 
received on bird observations contained in the Meteorological Log 
returns from many ships, details of which are forwarded to 
H..N.13.W.S. hy Mr.). D. Brown monthly . .!. need hardly say that 
l{.N.B.\.\T.,_'. would welcome all concerned to full membership of 
R.N.B.W .. l., and the source for obtaining membership can be 
obtained from our Hon. Secretary, Lt.-Cclr. Maelure, Hoyal Na\T:V, 
at "Melrose", 23 St. David's Road, Southsea, Hampshire, ·po5 lQH. 

Finally, all these sea passage reports frequently contain very 
many icria l numbers of observations of seabirds. The ocean maps 
on which all positively identified differing species of seabirds are 
plotted are now so overloaded with previous similar reports that 
on the more regular shipping routes, and indeed on a number of 
less frequented routes the occurrence of different species at differing 
seasons can he assessed with considerable certainty. This has been 
due entirely to the continuing interest and work of our H.N.H.W.S. 
members at ·ca. Long may it continue. 

R.N.B.\""V.S. sends its greetings and good wishes to all its 

EDlTORLi\L 
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The old dcepwator sailors knew well these little wild-flying 
Petrels of the southern oceans. The big clippers plying around the 
two great Capes of Good Hope and the Horn were escorted through 
out the circumpolar westerlies by the grey erratic wraiths. The 
~kippers and crews of little brigs and schooners out from Tonsberg. 
Dundee and Nantucket welcomed the whirling swarms of grey and 
silver birds, because they so often heralded the great whales they 
hunted in those cold waters. The grey birds became known to all 
seamen as Whale- birds or sometimes Ice- birds. as they were most 
numerous far south. 

The link between the Whale-birds and the whales themselves 
was not chance. Both fed on the same bouillabaisse of orustacea 
and other zooplankton so plentiful in upwelling waters around the 
Antarctic continent. The Prions were often called Scoopers because 
of their ha bit of feeding with wings outspread and their heads 
underwater scooping up plankton and sieving the water out through 
their beaks which act like the balean plates of the whales. The 
pelagic whaling fleets of Norway, Britain and tho U.S.A. ha vo 
hunted the whales nearly to extinction, destroying their own 
livelihood. (Only .Iapan and the U .. S.R. still send whaling expe 
ditions south.) So today there are few whales harvesting those 
cold oceans, but the Whale-birds still plane and whirl and swarm 
there. Their uncounted numbers have perhaps even increased as 
their incongruous competitors have been killed off. 

Nowadays, fewer men see the Whale-birds in their pelagic 
ranges than did so in the last century. This is partly because of 
the reduction of whaling, partly because of the opening of the 
Panama and Suez Canals and partly because of the invention of 
aeroplanes. It is chiefly because these small blue-grey Petrels 
blend with the steely waves, to become almost invisible from 
closed bridges far above, so snugly windowed against the bitter 
outside. On the other hand we do know much more about their 
breeding biology and taxonomy than did the old deepwater sailing 
men. 

We know that the popular title "Whale.birds" embraces 
several species of Petrels of very similar n ppearance and habits. 
One of these species, t.he Blue Petrel, halobaena caerulea, is alone 
in a genus completely different from the remainder, which are the 
various closely related Prions comprising the genus pach.yptila. 
The complex taxonomy of the Prions has been confused by a 

(Xot e by Editor: Cdr. Furse nctecl as principal Ornithologist during the 
enrlier Joint Snrvier-s Expedition to Elephant T .. I 970, i I. He is acting as 
Lend Pr nf a further Expedition during I !liG, 17 .) 

Hy Commander J. R. Furse, r.n.c.s., n.x .. R.X.R.w.~. 

WHALE-BJ RD, 
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plethora of names; Murphy (1936), Falla ( LD40) mid Fleming (1941) 
have reduced this confusion to the manageable six species listed 
below, which are those used by most authors: 

pv. Broad-billed Prion, p. uiiuua 
ps. Salviu's Prion, p. salvini (''Medium-billed Prion"] 
pt. Fairy Prion, p. iurtur 
pc. Fulmar Prion, p. craseirestris ("Thiek-biUecl Prion") 

(southern race of P- iurtur'; 
pb. Thin-billed Prion, p. belclieri 
pd. Antarctic or Dove Priori, Ji. tiesolaio; ("Dove Priori"). 

At sea these divisions are academic, because the various 
Prions cannot be distinguished in flight. Attempts to identify 
species in flight have actually magnified tho taxonomic confusion; 
sightings should be recorded generically as "Pac!iy711.1:Za, spp" ... 
On the other band, if a Prion comes onboard, seize the opportunity 
to photograph it and to measure the wing and bill, particularlv the 
diagnostic culmen length and width indicated in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 1 shows the differences between the Whale-birds which 
are in the markings and shapes of the head, neck and tail. The 
Blue Petrel is quite distinct, but first one must knoll' what to look 
for on the grey buds, which often Hy together in mixed parties. 
They are also difficult to follow as they twist and intermingle 
erratically, and are blotted from view for much of the time as the 
mountainous swell of the roaring forties intervenes. The oft-quoted 
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square white tip to the Blue Petrel's tail is sometimes, but not 
always, noticeable: the black on the Prion's wedge-shaped tail 
shows both below and above, but again is not always noticeable. 

l find tho stylish flight., tapered wristy wings, high foreheads 
and genera I bill shape and size of all the Whale- birds very remin 
iscen t of the true Plovers, although they are bigger birds (the 
wingspan of a Prion on Elephant Island was 25 inches). This re 
semblance extends to the markings of the head and breast, which I 
find the easiest diagnostic difference between the Blue Petrel and 
the Prions. In the field halobaena's: dark collar appears to encircle 
its throat (like a Ringed Plover, charadrisu: hiaticula) whilst the 
dark-grey smudge behind the Prion's eye is often indistinct (like 
a Kentish Plover, c. alexandrinus). 

Fig. 2 shows the known breeding stations in the southern 
oceans. All the Whale-birds nest in burrows or labyrinthine crannies 
in scree, and all visit the breeding grounds nocturnally. At Elephant 
Island we saw them flying only between 0200 and 0500. This has 
prevented casual observations, so that there are still considerable 
doubts about breeding distributions. Until recently Blue Petrels 
were thought to nest in the Falklands and so to share the ver 
nacular name of Firebirds with the Diving Petrels and Thin-billed 
Prions which fly into camp-fires at night like moths to a candle. 
Blue Petrels do not nest there, but were probably known as Fire 
birds, as well as Whale-birds and Ice-birds to the whalers with 
blubber stoves and trypot fires in South Georgia, long before the 
scientists quite recently rediscovered them breeding there. 

'-..../ 
i\lfi'.\~C11C 
CONIJf.~Gtt:C 
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Fig. 2 also indicates pelagic ranges, but these depend on scanty 
data, from untravelled seas. The main pattern is a series of over 
lapping circumpolar belts forming a wide girdle which stretches 
north from the edge of the packice to the Sub-Tropical Converg 
ence, near the Tropic of Capricorn. The Blue Petrel and the southern 
Prion species are probably all truly circumpolar away from the 
breeding grounds, whereas the more northerly Broad-billed and 
Salviu's Prions appear to remain in their own oceanic sectors 
throughout the year. 

The Antarctic or Dove Prion is the only Whale-bird known to 
breed south of the Antarctic Convergence, a part from the Fulmar 
Prion a.t Heard Island. Its breeding biology is quite well known from 
studies in the South Orkneys (Tickucll 1!)62, Beck & Brown 1!)70). 
About 50,000 pairs breed there on Signy Island, yet just 400 km .. 
to the west on Elephant Island we found only two small colonies 
during the Joint Services Expedition in 1970/7 l. These were then 
the first proven records of breeding in the South Shetlands. The 
011Jy known colonies further south than Elephant arc the small 
ones shown at Scott Island and on the Antarctic Continent at Cape 
Denison. Antarctic Prions, like so many Petrels, nest u ndcrground 
and visit the nests at night to avoid the Skuas, which prefer their 
fat dove-sized bodies to the smaller Storm Petrels. The Prions 
tend to nest in colonies where there are interconnected galleries 
in consolidated scree or frost shattered outcrops, or in labyrinthine 
holes excavated in moss beds. They are typical townies, visiting 
the neighbours, fighting and kicking up a noise like a vast poultry 
farm through the hours of darkness. 

The Thin- billed Prion feeds near the An tatctic Convergence. 
The other four Prion species are thought to feed north of the Con 
vergenoe, except for the Fulmar Prion near Heard Island. The 
Broad-billed Priori is the most northerly am! in its pelagic range 
off South America. and South Africa is the Whale-bird most familiar 
to steamship seamen. 

The Blue Petrel feeds far south to the edge of the pack and 
is fully circumpolar, but South Georgia, is its only known breeding 
station south of the Antarctic Convergence and also the only one 
in the South American sector. At the end of March 1971, we first 
saw Blue Petrels as H.M.S. Euduramce left Deception Island and 
passed northwest through the South Shetlands between Smith & 
Snow Islands. From there north to Diego Ramirez, Blue Petrels 
were common, whilst very few Prions indeed were seen. As we passed 
offshore in the evening, great numbers of Blue Petrels were headed 
toward Diego Ramirez; we believe that they must nest on these 
tussock islands half a day south of Cape Horn. 

Could they perhaps nest further south in the South Shetlands! 
It is a question tha.t is easier to pose than to disprove, but it is not 
it wholly irrational suggestion. The Whale-birds still hold their 



Eleven 

Several very enthusiastic individual bird-watchers are active 
in the smaller islands. 

Ship. in the Caribbean for extended periods may continue to 
use the facilities of Chaguararnas Shipyard. This is situated in 
excellent bird-watching country, and it short afternoon's wall>: 
without leaving the roads will reveal more species than are present 
in total in manv of the smaller West Indian islands. Mr Ian Lambie, 
the Chief Customs Officer at Chaguaramas Shipyard in 1976, is a 
keen all-round naturalist, a.nd is a willing guide to the attractions 
of the jungle hinterland, o.g. nesting hummingbirds, and the dis 
play-grounds of the White-bearded Mannakin (Mana.ciis m,a.naciis). 

The famous ornithological attractions of the island are the 
, 'carlet Ibis (Euclocirnus tuber'; of Caroni Swamp, and the Oil birds 
(•'lea.torn is ca.ripensis) at the Asa '1\7 right N a.ture Reserve, Arima. 
Mr Winston Nanan (telephone: 638-3033) will hire out a boat for a 
visit to the Caroni Swamp. and wi ll point out many of the other 
ornithological attractions of the area. The only Potoo (NycM:biiis 
grisens) seen by the writer in his year i11 the West Indies was sighted 
in the swamp. Mr Lam bic is on the Council of the Asa Wright 
Centre and is the best contact to arrange a visit. Overnight ac 
commodation can be provided. Amongst many species which can 
be seen 1.~t the Centre arc most of the indigenous hummingbirds, 
trogons, bell-birds, and ma nnakins. 

The Lesser rl niilles 

Early contact with a local bird-watcher or Natural History 
group is essential to the R.N.B.Vl.8. member in these clays of 
circumscribed ship visits. The i ndi viduals and organisations men 
tioned below showed much kindness to the compiler of this note 
in 1975-6, and would be delighted to see any other R.N.B.V•l.S. 
mern bers. 
'l' rinidad. 

{Xote by Editor: During l!J7.51i6 Lt. Burritt \\'RS onboard H.lli.S. Beagle 
surveying amongst Islands in tho \\'est Indies.) 

By Lieutenant M. K. Barritt, n.x., R.N.B.w.s. 

SOME NOTES 0 J BlRDWATOHING IN THE 
CARIBBEAN, 1975-6 

mysteries. We shall be looking for them in the moraine and scree 
crannies of the Elephant Island Group on cold nights tills January 
and February 
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Mr Michael Harvev of Cable and Wireless was based in Grenada 
in 1976. In Antigua, a.t the other end of the island chain, Mr Harvey 
has co-operated with Mr Carroll Holland of H..C.A. (telephone: 
30153) to produce a list of 120 species for the island. Migrant, shore 
bird and waterbirds and warblers are of most interest. Each of 
the islands, however, has indigenous species of note, e.g. in Antigua 
the Blue-hooded Euphonia (E1t7Jhonfrt m.n.sica). 

Jamaica 
The other large Commonwealth island of the region has a 

Natural History Society with which members should be able to 
make contact in the main towns. Most ships making a 'rest and 
recreation' visit will call at Montego Bay. Herc the remarkable 
Rocklands Feeding Station at Anchovy (telephone: !)!)2-200\J) 
should be visited. This has become a tourist attraction since Miss 
Lisa Salmon has ·tamed hummingbirds' which will feed from 
bottles of sugar water held by visitors. With her most generous 
assistance genuine bird-watchers can sight many beautiful Jamaican 
birds which they might otherwi. e miss, e.g. the Jamaican Becard 
(PlalyJJsaris niger), and the Jamaican Tody iTodus locfo.s). 

Extrn-hm:ital ports of call 
R.N.B."\iV.S. members transiting the Panama Canal and 

stopping for any length of time in the Canal Zone hould try to 
visit the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute on Barro Color 
ado Island in the Canal (telephone: 52-5660). Contact in 1!)75 was 
most kindly arranged by Her Majesty's Ambassador to Panama. 
In 1975 there were two Britons, Dr Michael Robinson a.nd Dr 
Nicholas Smythe, on the staff of the Institute. Although their 
personal fields of work lay outside the ornithological field, they 
were willing guides to the best areas in which to see toucans, ara 
caris, trogons, motrnots, marinakins, and many other jungle species. 

A favourite 'rest and recreation' port in the U.S.A. is 8t. 
Petersburq in Florida. Tampa. Bay, on which the city stands, is a 
fine seabird area. The most striking of the many species to be seen 
on the beaches is tho beautiful Black Skimmer (Ryncho7Js nigra,). 
The Bay is tho setting for a classic environmental clash between 
the seabird population and recreational fishermen. Thi· has resulted 
in the founding by Ralph Reath Junior of the 'uncoast Seabird 
Sanctuary, which is an inspiring example of active conservation 
and bird-care. The ' ickbay' and general bird-care work are of 
great interest to R.N.B.W.S. members. The telephone number of 
the Sanctuary is (Sm) :391 -621L. Further in formation on the Sanct 
uary is held by the writer of this note. 

Recommended Field Guides 
Birds of the West Indies, Bond J. (Collins) 
Guide to the Birds of Trinidad and Tobago, Ffrench R (Livingston) 
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During a passage from Capetown to Gibraltar in R.F.A. 
Reliant, Curtis visited the i. lands quoted above and recorded the 
great variety and large number of oceanic species within the general 
areas. 

Approaching Gough Island from approximate position 
37°8, 01 °E he observed Wandering Albatrosses, Diomedea exulams, 
Black-browed Albatro ·scs, Diomedea meianophr!«. Shy Albatrosses, 
Diomedea cauia, Sooty Albatrosses, Phoebeiria [usca, Yellow 
nosed Albatrosses, Diomedea chlororlumcos, Northern Giant Petrels, 
Mocronecies holli, White-chinned Petrels, Procellaria aequinoctialis, 
Pintado Petrels, Daptioti capensis, Great-winged Petrels, Ptero 
droma macropiera, Brown Petrels, Procellaria cinereus, Soft-plum 
aged Petrels, Pterodroma 'II/Ollis, Sooty Shearwaters, P1~ffinus 
qriseue, Gren.t Shearwaters, Pnffin:u.s gravis, Little Shearwaters, 
P111finns assimilis, , 'chJegel's Petrels, Pierodroma incerta, Broad 
billed Prions, Pa.chy7Jtila. uittaia, Wilson's Storm-petrels, Oceanites 
oceamicus, Grey-backed Storm-petrels, Gorrodia nereis, White 
bellied Storm-petrels, Ereqeua qrallaria, Common Diving-petrel, 
Pelecamoides urinairix, Pornarine Sk1111s, Stercouarius pomarinus, 
Southern Great Skuas, Otuheracta skua, "Wreathed Terns. Slerna 
villa/a. and Common Nocldies, Anons stolidus. 

On arriving a.t Gough Island on 12th November· the ship 
anchored l mile off 'I'ransvaa l Bay and a visit was made to the 
Met. Station. Within some 300 yds. of the station about 150 pairs 
of Yellow-nosed Albatrosses were nesting. Along the cliff-top 
several pairs of Sooty Albatrosses were sitting on eggs. Some 
Wandering Albatrosses were reported to be breeding on higher 
ground while 200 Rockhopper Penguins, E11.clyptes crestaius, were 
seen in a cave, and a few Common Noddies on the wing. Great 
Skuas were common and the numerous corpses of Broad-billed 
Erion. clearly gave evidence! of the mighty toll caused by the 
Skuas. Gough l. Buntings were numerous around the buildings. 

On 13th November the ship reached Tristan da Cunha. where 
the concentration of species was very similar. During the passage 
to , 't. Helena, Great and Cory's Shearwaters were seen, and at 

R~' Radio Officer W. F. Curtis, R.:-<.B. w.s. 

A VL rr TO GOUGH I 'LAND, 'l'lUSTAN DA CUNHA 
AND ST. HELENA, 

NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER, 1974 

Guide to the Birds of South America, de Schaunsee JV.[. (Oliver and 
Boyd) 

Guide to the Field Identification of the Birds of North America, 
Hobbins, Bruun, Zim, and Singer (Golden Press). 
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Ocean Weather Station Lima lies 200 miles to the west of 
Rockall, 400 miles south of Iceland. The position - i57°N, 20°W - 
is between Stations India and Juliet. 

Stations India and Juliet are no longer manned - at any rate 
by British observers. However, Station Lima was occupied by 
either Weather Surveyor or Weather Reporter for the full 12 
months since last October. And in line with past practice an ob 
server on each ship has sent in detailed bird counts for each day 
"on sta.tion". 

We have to thank Messrs A. Allwright, R. C. Aran, D. E. 0. 
Hampton, R Haywa,rd, D. Ogle and S. J. Vilhitelock for their 
efforts in maintaining this continuous record. 

It is the first time that a whole year has thus been covered 
without a break, and the results are summarised in the table below. 
As explained in Sea Swallow Vol. 25 (p. 15) it was decided to dis 
continue the detailed table "A" of previous issues. However, with 
the figures of an uninterrupted year of observations it was felt 
that a useful indication could be given of concentrations and sight 
ings over the full period - hence the table. 

An observer usually makes his "count" at a regular time and 
over a limited period each day - it has to be fitted in with his hip 
board duties. As feeding and migrating species move through 
the area a different picture is available to the observer at different 
periods during the hours of daylight. This was vividly illustrated 
in the past year when, on two occasions, \.'\ eather Reporter had 
two independent observers taking counts at different times during 
the day. Broadly speaking the same species were recorded, but in 
widely differing concentrations. For the sake of continuity the 
figures of one observer only have been included in the table, though 
of course all records remain on file for future reference. 

The few reports received from Station Lima before this (July, 
August and part of September 1975) reinforce the figures given 
for those months in the table. 

Sadly, there were fewer "off-beat" notes made during the 
year. R. Hayward (16th October 1976) reported 50 Pilot Whales - 
which coincided with the sighting of 5 Arctic Terns on the same 
day. A Storm-Petrel boarded Weather Surveyor on July 28th, and 

OOEA J WEATHER SHlP HBPORTS 1975/IG 

SEABIRDS 

anchor at St. Helena Red-billed 'I'ropic-birds, Blue-faced Boobies, 
Pomarine and Long-tailed Skuas, White Terns and many Common 
Noddies. Further north on 1st December at 20° , 13°W about 
1,200 Grey Phalaropes were observed amongst other wintering 
species. 



Fifteen 

The overall size of the analysis this year is somewhat smaller 
because. primarily for reasons of economy, I have been more 
selective to show only those of greatest interest. whose identity 

OCEAN WEATHER. SHIP OBSERVATIONS 
SU.\fllfARY OF SIGHTINGS, STATION LIMA (57°N, 20°W) 

OCTOBt:R 1975 to OC'l'OUER 1976 

Month 
Oc No De Ja Fe i\Ia Ap My Ju Jy Au So 

Fulmur x x 0 x x 0 0 x x x x x 
Orear, Sheurwater 0 0 
Sooty Shearwater 0 
Manx Shearwater 0 0 
'Wilson's Storm-Petrel 
Hrit ish Storm -Pet.rel 
Loach's Storm-Petre! 
Gannet. 0 0 
Great Sirna 0 o 0 - 0 
Pomarine Sirna 0 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Herring Gull 
Lesser Hlnck-backod 

Gull () 0 0 0 0 
Great. Block-backer! 

Gull 0 () 0 0 x 0 0 0 
Glaucous Gull 
Iceland cuu 
Kittiwake 0 x x 0 x x x x 0 x x x 
Black-headed Gull 
Terns (Sp.) 0 0 
Little Auk 
Guillemots 
Puffins 
Cory's Shearwater 
Little Gull 
Red-necked Phalnrope 

KEY x Average sightings of more than 50 per day 
0 A rnrage between J and 50 per clay 

Occasional sighting 

LANDBIRD SUMMARY 
By Commander M. B. Casement. R.N. 

was caught "flying up and down the alleyways and released by 
one of the crew". On Brd February 2 Black-backed Gulls were 
reported (S. J. Whitelock) one of which had evidence of red dye 
on its body under the wing. 

And it is worth mentioning that of the 29,279 Fulmar Petrels 
seen during the year, only 14 individuals were noted to be "blue 
phase". 



Sixsee» 

is reasonably certain, and are of greatest relevance to migration. 
As will be seen from the tables, the pattern is very similar to pre 
vious years and includes a high number of observations gleaned 
from the Meteorological Logs of Merchant ships for which I must 
thank once again Mr J. D. W. Brown of the Meteorological Office. 
Sadly, the volume of records from the Ocean Weather Ships has 
decreased now that only Station Lima is regularly manned. 

Once again Lt. P. J. C. Morgan, n.x., of H.M.S. Ark Royal 
has submitted detailed records of autumn migration in the North 
Sea (Table D) which fits in well with the reports from east coast 
observatories. In October these were submerged by a huge drift 
of Scandinavian migrants from as far afield as Siberia. There was 
in particular a spectacular invasion of Goldcrests (Regulus 
regulus); for example at Dungeness 73 l were ringed during Oc 
tober which is twice the previous annual total (see B.T.O. News. 
Dec. 1975). 

Again as in previous years there is a high number of. Owl re 
cords identified as Short-eared Owl (Asia [lammeusi, but since in 
Britain J 975-6 was remarkable for an invasion of Long-eared 
Owl (Asia otusy. I wonder whether some of these may have been 
the latter species. The close similarity of the two in flight is ex 
plained in detail in an article in British Birds (August 1976 - Vol. 
69. No. 8, pp. 1281-87) and it is suggested that these Owls are 
frequently misidentified. In particular it says of the short-eared 
in flight " ... ear tufts are not usually visible and never promi 
nent". l ask therefore that R.N.B.W.S. members pay special 
attention and record more detailed descriptions of all such Owl 
records in future. 

Ships on passage clearly play an important and regular part 
in assisting weakened migrants to cover long distances. and over 
the years there have been regular R.N.B.W.S. reports of such ex 
amples, as the Cattle Egret tBubulcus ibis) which hitched a trans 
atlantic lift (Table C, Ref. H). However, not always is this to the 
birds' advantage, as for example, the Sandmartins (Riparia riparia) 
200nm off W. Africa (Table B) carried 530nm in the wrong 
direction. 

The other point which stands out from analysis is that there 
is scarcely a month in the year when landbirds are nor recorded 
at sea; apart from the obvious main peaks in spring and autumn, 
the migration season is much longer than is generally realised. 

Now that the Suez Canal has reopened I am hoping for more 
records from the Gulf of Aden. My radar observations (1962-3) 
showed that there is a high concentration of migration in this area 
(mostly unseen at night) in a density higher than anywhere I re 
corded in the Mediterranean. Careful watch by ships passing 
through this area could be speciaUy rewarding. 

Good luck to you all in I 977. 



Seventeen 
c 

Six reports were received during the period from M. Allwright 
(3). S. J. Whitelock (2), and D. Ogle (1). Details are given in the 
table as shown by notation X. BM = corpse sent to British 
Museum, Tring. 

BIRDS EXAMINED lN THE HAND 

R. C. Aran 
D. Ogle 

S. J. Whitelock 
2/0 R. Hayward, D. Ogle 

D. E. C. Hampton 
D.Ogle 

No landbirds 
No landbirds 
I 
1 
1 
I 

Weather Surveyor 
Weather Reporter 
Weather Surveyor 
Weather Surveyor 
Weather Surveyor 
Weather Reporter 

seen 

S. J. Whitelock 
D.Ogle 

M. Allwright 
D.Ogle 

S. J. Whitelock 

2 
1 
No landbirds 

Weather Surveyor 
Weather Reporter 
Weather Surveyor 
Weather Reporter 
Weather Surveyor 

1976 
29 Feb-26 Mar 
26 Mar-12 Apr 
22 Apr-2 May 
11 May-3 June 
24 July-12 Aug 
15 Aug-7 Sept 

ST/\TION LIMA (Position 57°00'N 20°00'W) 210nm WSW 
Rockall, 45011111 S. Iceland. Details are shown in the table below 
for all observations recorded on station. Records made on passage 
are included in Table A of the passage report analysis. 
J 975 
19 Aug-? Sept 
14 Sept-8 Oct 
l 3-31 Oct 
l-2'.\ Nov 
24 Nov-) 8 Dec 

The following rcporls have been received during the period 
I 975-G (up to l October 1976). 

Analysis by Commander M. B. Casement, R.N. 

OCEAN WEATHER SHIPS - 
STATTON REPORTS OF LANDBIRDS 



NW /4, good vis 
E/4 be .. good vis 
SE/5 

S. One caught, fed. Released U.K. 
port 

S 2 days. D. X. 
S 2-3 hrs 
S 2-3 hrs 
Arr together. S 20 hrs 
Heard al midnight. found dead am, 

hit wire. X. BM. 
E/ 3-4 S 24 hrs 
0. cloud at 400'. vis mod Weak. S. D. X. BM 

S. Poor condition. D. 

s 
s 
S 4t hrs. Dep SE 
Weak. S 24 hrs. D. X. BM. 
S. 6 stayed until 31st. Fed in galley 
S. Attacked bv 2 Great Skuas. I S 

3 days · 
Arr singly. S. 

S 12 hrs+, good condition 
S 20 hrs 
s 

Remarks 

240/3 

270/ 5 

180/5 
SW /4, overcast, good 

vis 
NW/4 
NW/4-5 
SW/4 
SE/4-5 
SE/5-6 

E/4-5 
r. overcast, vis mod 

SE/7, overcast. rain. 
vis mod 

Wind. Weather, Vis. 

1975 

Blackcap (f) 
Whcatcar 

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Song Thrush 
Redwing 
Rcdwing (8) 
Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritiniat 

Species (Latin name) 

Whcatcar (20) (Oenanthe oenanrhe) 
Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turturi 
Snow Bunting (Ptectrophenox 

nivalis) 
Whcatca r 
Snow Bunting 

Meadow Pipit (A nthus pratensis) 
Rcdwing iFurdus iliacus) 
Rcdwing 
Jackdaw (20) (Corvus 1110ned1.1/a) 
Song Thrush (2) iTurdus philomelos) 

Dunlin (3) (Calidris a/pina) 

Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin) 

Blackcap (2M) (Sytvia atricapilla) 

OCEAN STATION LIMA 

1500 
1300 
0001 

0900 

28 
29 
30 

23 

1600 
1000 
1740 
0100 
0800 

1200 

1200 

22 

0300 

pm 

Time arr 
G/\'IT 

7 
Oct 13 

14 
15 
17 
18 
20 

Aug 31 

Sept 2 

Date 



Arr SW, flew past; dep NE 
S 4 died within 48 hrs. 2 within 

72 hrs 
S. Fed, released in Clyde 
s 
Remained in vicinity until 13th 

Arr E. Weak. S 3 days. D. X. 
Arr E. S few da vs 
Weak. S. D 3 hrs, X 
Active 
S 2 days 
2 S until 12th. Dcp to coast of 

Ireland 

S. Killed 2-3 small birds including 
al least I Redwing 

S 2 hrs. D~p SE 
S 6 hrs 
S 2 hrs 
Arr NW; Dcp SE 

1500 Whcatcar W/5 
Turtle Dove 
Siskin (Carduelis spinus) 

1700 Redwing (16) SW /4-5 0. drizzle, 
cloud at 900'. vis 
mod 

31 IOOO Merlin (F) (Falco columbariusy NW /6 4/8St. 900' 
6/8Cu. 1500' 

1976 
Apr 22 pm Golden Plover (Pluvial is aspricariay 110/5 

Merlin (M) 
120/6 25 am Meadow Pipit 

28 Wheatcar (F) 110/5 
May 2 pm Snow Bunting (2) 310/4 

3 Snow Bunting (7) 

4 Snow Bunting (6) 
5-7 Snow Bunting (4) 

21 Turnstone (Arenaria inter pres) NW /6kts, good vis 
23 Swallow (6-7) S/16kts 

25 Dunlin Si 12kts 
July 24 0300 Swallow 240/16kls 
Aug 12 1500 Red-necked Phalarope (Pholaro pus 220/ 13kls 

lobat us) 
28 Willow Warbler (3) (Phy/Iosco pus 

trochilus) 
Turnstone (3) 

29 Willow Warbler (3) 
<: Turnstone ~· Sept 6 Turnstone "" ~ 7 Turnstone 
(I> ., 



Biscay. E. Atlantic 

N. Sea, Bristol Channel 

E. and W. Atlantic. Pacific 

Red Sea 
E. Atlantic. Biscav 
Caribbean · 

Biscav 
E. Atlantic (W. Africa) 
Med .. Biscay 

Ref. Sea Areas 

E. Atlantic (W. Africa) 
E. Atlantic (W. Africa) 
Indian Ocean 
Indian Ocean 

31 May A 
27 Aug B 
31 Aug-9 Oct C 

15-23 Sept D 
29 Oct-5 NO\' E 
14-16 Sept F 

18 Sept-7 Nov G 
(I I pages) 

13 Aug-29 Oct H 

4-10 Oct 

1975 

20 Aug-21 Sept A 
26-31 Aug B 
2-17 Oct C 
16 Nov-23 Dec D 

Ref. Dare 

1974 

U.K .. Panama 
Victoria and return 

Portsmouth-Ba rbadcs 

Le Havre-Kuwait 
Rotterdam-Kuwait 

London-Tripoli 
and return 

Birkcnhead-M ombasa 
Capetown-Ant wcrp 

1 orfolk, Va. 
Cristobal 

Passage 

n.k. 
U.K.-Durban 

Mombasa-Ma uritiu 
Capetown 

Persian Gulf 

I. Capt. A. C. Collop. M.N. 
S.S. 'Al Badiah' 

2. 2/0. R. w. Juughin. M.N. 
S.S. 'Cheviot Prince' 

3. Capt. R. R. Will. M.N. 
M.V. 'Rotherwick Castk' 

4. Capt. J. W. Waldie, M.N. 
M .V. 'Atlantic Bridge' 

5. LL P. J. C. Morgan, R.N. 
H.M.S. 'Ark Royal' 

6. A.B. J. Booth, M.N. 
M.V. 'Ravcnsworth' 

7. Lt. M. K. Barritt, R. 
H .M .S. 'Beagle' 

Observer/Ship 

I. D. Joern. n.k. 
2. W. F. Curtis, R.F.A. 

R.F.A. 'Reliant' 
3. Capt. P. W. G. Chilman, M.N. 

S.S. 'Mvsclla' 

The following reports of landbirds at sea were received during 1975/76 up to I October 1976. 

Analysis by Commander M. B. Casement. R.N. 

SEA REPORT SHEETS 



8. 2/Eng. s. J. Hingston, M.N. U.K .. Panama. 3-10 Sept .T Pacific, Caribbean 
M.V. 'Ra vensworth' Victoria and rd urn 

9. Capt. K. Salwcgter. M.N. Durban-Japan- 26 Sept-24 Oct L Pacific 
M.V. 'Holland Brink' Australia 

1976 

1. 2/0. R. w. Joughin, M.N. Roucn-Mcd. ports- 26 Dec ·75_ A Med .. E. Channel 
S.S. 'Cairn Rover' Belfast 20 Mar '76 

2. Yeoman 13. Brews her. n.k. 13 Apr B Med. 
R.F.A. 'Black Rover' 

3. Capt. R. R. Will, M.N. n.k. 1-3 Apr c Med. 
M.V. 'Clan Court' 

4. 2/0. R. w. Joughin, M.N. Roucrdarn- 6-14 June D Biscay. Med. 
S.S. 'Chiltern Prince' Med. ports 

5. Capt. A. J. Palmer. M.N. U.K.-Frcetown 15-16 June E E. Atlantic 
S.S. 'Dcido' and return 28-30 July 

6. Capt. w. c. w. Price, M.N. Norfolk, Va.- 3-6 Apr G Caribbean 
S.S. 'Mobil Transporter' Cristobal 

7. Yeoman B. Brcwshcr. Gib.-U.K. 23 May l-l Biscay 
R.F.A. 'Black Rover' 

8. 2nd Mate J. T. Podmore, Manchester- 4 Sept l Gulf of St. Lawrence 
S.S. 'Ma nchcster Concorde' Montreal 



BIRDS EXAMINED IN THE HAND 
Twelve reports were received during the period from: Lt. P. J. C. Morgan (3), J. M. Welch ( I), Capt. R. R. 
Will (4). and S. J. Hingston (4). Full details are given in the appropriate tables as shown by notation X in 
remarks column. 
Notation BM - Corpse sent to British Museum. Tring. 

Note: The reference letter in column 2 of each table refers back to the passage details shown in the table above (Column 
4) 

East and North Atlantic (East of 30°W including Biscay, Ibcrlant, and North of 51 °N) 
East Atlantic (West Africa) - Gibraltar to Cape of Good Hope 
West Atlantic (West of 30°W) and Caribbean 
North Sea, Barents Sea and English Channel. 
Mediterranean. 
Indian Ocean, Red Sea and Persian Gulf 
Pacific and China Sea 

Tabk A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 

' Thjs analysis includes records from the following sources: 
a) R.N.B.W.S. Sea Report Sheets (Lanclbirds) - indicated by reference letters 
b) Meteorological Log Returns (identifiable species only) - indicated by MET 
c) OWS reports on passage - indicated by OWS and name of ship 

Observations are analysed in the following tables by sea areas: 

ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS 



R.R.S. Discovery (Capt. M. 
Harding). 

S 30 mins 
Circled once. O~O / 11 kts 

S. 220/4 

S 10 mins; cloud. drizzle, vis 
5nm 

S 2 hrs; cloud. drizzle. vis 
l-2nm 

M.V. Ronsard (Capt. W. A. 
Wilson. S 3 days Dcp W on 
3 June 

S 40 rnins Dep SE. NW /3 
overcast 

S 4 hrs Dcp SSW. SW /2 

M.V. Cape Howe (Capt, 
A. Peebles). Circled several 
times 

Remarks: weather, etc. 

41°54'N 19°55'W 
140nm SW Ushant 
29°17'N 46°20'W 
Mid-Atlantic. 200'WSW 

Azores 
55°57'N I0°48'W 
I IOnm NW Ireland 
53°40'N 29°32'W 
640nrn S Iceland 
660 SE Greenland 
44°47'N 8°23'W 
65nm N coast of Spain 

43°50'N 10°20'W 
150nrn NW Cape Finistcrrc 
43°38'N 10°32'W 
135nm NW C. Finistcrre 
46°48'N 09°06'W 
200nm N C. Finistcrrc 

1975 

Snow Bunting (F) 
(Ptectrophenax nivalis) 

Turtle Dove 

Whcarear (Oenanihe oe11a111he) 

Tunl..: Dove (7) 
(Srrepto pelia t urt ur'[ 

Swallow (3) 

House Martin (Delichou urbicay 

Bittern (Botaurus stellarisi 

Swallow (2) (Hirundo rustica) 
also 6 racing pigeons 

Species (Latin name) Posn. (nearest land) 

Short-cared Owl (rlsiu flan11neus) 44°25'N 15°49'W 
300nm WNW C. Finistcrrc 

1974 

31 May A 
1600Z 
J800Z 

31 May MET 

13 Aug H 
1200Z 
19 Aug H 
0900Z 

-s 19 Aug ows 
~ 1600Z Surveyor 
~ 12 Sept MET 

~ 
;;:. 4 OcL I ~ 
"' 

Date (time) Ref. 

25 Mar MET 
0800Z 

EAST AND NORTH ATLANTIC 

(EAST OF 30°W lNCLUDlNG BISCAY. I BER LANT. AND NORTH OF 51 °N) 

TABLE A 



S days M.V. C/011 Robertson 
(Capt. T. Kirkby) 

M.V. City of Famagust a 
S few mins. Dcp NE 

M.V. Silverdon (Capt. A. 
Walker). Wind 050/2. 

S 5 days. Dcp 480nm ENE 
Bermuda. Wind 050/2 

S 3 hrs. SW /2 good vis 

Found dead. X. BM. N/12kts. 
6 / 8. good vis 

S.S. £11co11111er Bay (Capt. D. 
Blackburn) 

140/ 15kts. 

fell into 
6/8 Cu 

Attempted to land, 
sea. Wind N /2. 
good vis 

S Wind NNE/3 
Heading SW. Wind 

S SE/4-5. Vis good, cloudy 
with rain 

S 7 hrs. Wind SE/3. Good 
vis, fair 

s 

Remarks: weather, etc. 

41°N 11°W 
1 IOnmW Oporto 
36°25'N 7°54'W 
50nmS C. Sta. Maria 

(Spain) 

45°24'N 18°30'W 
350nm WNW C. Finisterrc 

1976 

45°08'W 
240nm SW Ushant 
75nm N Spain 

29°06'N 34°35'W 
630nm SSW Azores 
48°l5'N 08°30'W 

15nm SW Ushant 
51°10'N 5°10'W 
30nm S Milford Haven 
36°56'N 14°23'W 
260nm WC St. Vincent 

Posn. (nearest land) 

55°45'N 08°52'W 
35nm NW Tory r. 

(N. Ireland) 

56°30'N 15°39'W 
1 IOnm SW Rockall 

also unidentified Hawk 
Owl Sp. Short-ca red? 

Owl Sp. Short-cared? 

Short-cared Owl 

Turtle Dove (4) 
American Bittern 

(Botaurus lentiginosus) 
Long-cared Owl (Asio otus) 

Siskin (Carduciis spinusy 

Cattle Egret iBubulcus ibis] 

Stoncchat (Saxicola torquata) 
Rcdwing (Turdus iliacus) c 

American Robin 
(Turdus migratorius) 

Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin) 

Species (Latin name) 

Meadow Pipit (A nth us pratensis) 

MET 

MET 

MET 

E 

G 

MET 

ows 
Surveyor 

Ref. 

ows 
Surveyor 

2 Apr 

29 Mar 

28 Mar 
1200Z 

8 Oct 
0830Z 
l200Z 
9 Oct 
0945 

1620 
10 Oct 
1700 
5 Nov 
1730 
7 Nov 
pm 
27 Nov 
JOOOZ 

Date (time) 

7 Oct 
1200 

ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE A 1975 (continued) 



NNE/5-6. S 

NE/4-5. S. Dep NE 

S N/4 

SS/ I Ok 1, overcast. Vis 3nm 

Remarks: wear her. ere. 

1974 
Dare (rime) Ref. Species (Larin name) Posn. (nearest land) 
20 Aug A Purple Heron (2) 7.9°N 20.9°W 
am (Ardea purpurea) (I A + I Juv.) 350nmSW Guinea 
26 Aug B Wheatear iOenanthe oenanthev 32°43'N 14°12'W 

'-3J pm IOOnmE Madeira 
'"' 27 Aug B Hoopoc (U pupa epops) 2~005'N 16°13'W "' "' 0900 12nmE Tcncrif'e ~ 
~ 28 Aug B Willow Warbler 23°08'N n°1o'w 
~ tPh yllosco pus rrochilus) 50nmW Maurcta nia . am 

<::! Whcatcar (2) C'> 

TABLE B 

EAST ATLANTIC (WEST AFRICA) - GIBRALTAR TO CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

23 May H Hobby (Falco subbut eov 47°N 6°30'W S 40 mins, SE/ 3, vis 5nm 1900 95'SW Ushant 
6 June D Swallow 46°42' N 6°42' W Circled 5 mins. NE/3, clear 1800 I 20nmSW Ushant skies. Good vis 
7 June D Turtle Dove 44°42'N 8°26'W ESE/4, vis 5nm 
0700 120nmN Spain s 
2000 Swallow 42°29'N 9°37'W W/2, vis 3nm 

27nmSW C. Finistcrrc s 
28 July F Swallow 35°N 29°37'W Light airs. Clear skies. Max 1900 220nmSW C. St. Vincent vis 

230nmW Morocco 
30 July F Dun I in (Calidris alpina) 43°34'N 9°09'W Light airs. Overcast. Vis lnm I 130 25nmN C. Finisterrc 



Passing. Called 

Circling 

Circled 

SI hr 

Circled several times. 
Var: rain showers 

Circled. NW/ 5kts. 
(Dragonflies and butterflies 
previous cvc.) 

S I hr. NW/ I Skis, showers. 
Circled 

Circled 

Arr N. Dcp SE. SE/3-4 

Arr N. Dcp SE. Var/2 
(Sec also Table B 
Sea S11·al/ow 25) 

Circled ship 

S Var /2 
S Dcp ESE 
A1T N. Dep S 
S Fed on insects 

Rentarks: weather, etc. 

9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
13°N21°W 
230nmW Gambia 
I XOnmSE C. Verde Is. 
13°N 21°W 
230nrnW Gambia 
1 XOnmSE C. Verde Is. 
13°N21°W 
230nmW Gambia 
I 'OnmSE C. Verde Is. 

9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
9.2°N 23°W 
400nmSW Gambia 

Porn. (nearest land) 

I8°22'N 17°39'W 
90nmSW C.Timiris 

(Maurctaniu) 
8.7°N 22.8°W 
400nmSW Gambia 
13°29'N 17°44'\V 
60nmW Gambia 
8°57'N 17°23'\V 
I 60nmW Freetown 

Common Sandpiper 
(Tringa hy poleucosi 

Swallow (2) A 

Golden Oriole (F / J uv.) 
(Orio/us oriolus) 

Whimbrel A 

Swallow 

Whimbrcl 

Swallow 

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 

Whirnbrcl 

Species iLatin name) 

Willow Warbler 
Whcatcar 
Whimbrel (N umenius phaeo pusy 
White Wagtail (Juv.) 

(Motacilla alba) 
Knot (Calidris ca1111111s) 

Short-billed Dowitchcr 
(Limnodromus griseus) 

22 Sept 

21 Sept 

Date (time) Ref. 

29 Aug B 

29 Aug A 

30 Aug B 
0915 
31 Aug B 
15IO 

31 Aug A 

2 Sept A 

6 Sept A 

12 Sl!pt A 

13 Sept A 

~ ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE B 1974 (co11ri11ued) 



M.Y. British Avon (BP 
Tankers). NE/5 b., good vis 

M.V. Clan Rana/cl (Capt. N. 
F Wray-cook). S 

M.Y. London Fusilier (Capt. 
W. W. Brown). Flew into 
wheelhouse. Dcp SE int o 
strong headwind 

S2hrs,E/3 

M.Y. Clan MacNair (Capt. J. 
Howson). 

S 15 hrs, SE/3 
S.S. Sterling Bridge 
s 

S I hr. Exhausted. NNW /4. 
cloudy, vis 8nm 

M.Y. Strathavar (P. & 0., 
Capt. M. J. Charlesworth) 

S 2-} days, and carried 530nm 
in wrong direction 

S 2 hrs. E/2. Good vis 

S 6 hrs 

S Caught and fed. Died 24th 

18°02'N 17°52'W 
220nmW Mauretania 
31°10'515°48'E 
llOnmW S. Africa 
29°N l4°20'W 
25nmW Lanza rote 

(Canaries) 

1976 

10°30'N 17°30'W 
75°SW Guinea 
s-s s007'W 
700nmS Tvory Coast 
700nmE Ascension r. 
12°39'N 18°06'W 
80nmSW Guinea 

21°N 1s010'W 
2800 Maurctania 65nm 
arr. 9°N J7°30'W 

200omSW Guinea 
dcp. 17°20' N J 8°W 

iOOnmW Ma urctania 
7° 1 14°3o'w 
IOOnmSW Freetown 

1975 

i3°N21°W 
230nmW Gambia 
I ~WnmSE C. V crdc Is. 

Grey Heron (Juv.) (Ardea cinereay 

African l-loopoc (Upu pa africana) 

Little Owl (Athene noc111a) 

Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinusi 

Common Egret tEgretta alba) 

Bar-ia ilcd Godwit 
(Limosa lapponicai 

Swallow 
Turtle Dove (2) 

tStre pto pelia t urt ur'[ 
Purple Heron (A rdea purpureay 

E 

Swift (A pus a pus) 

Sandmanin (6) (Ri poria riparia) 

Garden Warbler (Sylvia boriu) A 

MET 

MET 

MET 

MET 

E 

MET 

B 

MET 

9 Jan 
1210Z 
14 Feb 
1000 (local) 
29 Feb 
1300 

21 Nov 

30 Oct 
1000 
7 Nov 
1630 

29 Oct 
1700 

27 Aug 
0650Z 
21 Oct 

23 Sept 



S 15 rnins. Dep N. NE/5 

Arr NNE. Dcp S. 
S I hr. Var/ I 
M.V. Manchester Challen 

(Capt. J. Illingworth). 
S 4 days. Fed liver 

Remarks: weather, etc. 

Small parties passing at rate 
of 250-300/hr. 

Several S few mins. Calls 
continued after dark. 

M.Y. Halifax Star (Capt. W. 
A. Davidson). 

S unt.il arr port 16th. SW /2 

'.!OnmN Jamaica 
Green Heron iButorid es vircscensi 14°45'N 76°55'W 

! 90nmS Jamaica 
Cau.lc Egret iBubulcus ibis) 10°17'N 79°28'W 

40nmN Panama 
American Kestrel (Falco sparverlusi Off Newfoundland. nr. Belle 

Isle 

29°06'N 64°12'W 
J70nmS Bermuda 
J8°49'N 77°24'W 
60nmS Cuba 

Posn. (nearest la11d) 

Caribbean 
10°15'N 79•43'w 
40nmN Panama coast 

Yellow-throat (F) 
(Georhlypsis triclws) 

White Throated Swift 
(A eronautes saxatilis) 

Species (Latin 11a111e) 

Barn Swallows (Hiru11do rustica] 
also a few Tree: Swallows? 
(f rido procne birolor) 

Ref. 

J 

WEST ATLANTIC (WEST OF 30°W) AND CARlBBEAN 

1975 

Arr S. Dcp N. Did 00t stop. 
NNE/4, 5nm. clear sky 

Arr N. S 6 hrs+. N/4, clear 
sky, good vis. Attempted lO 
catch flying fish 

Remarks: weather, etc. 

TABLE C 

Posn, (neures) /a11d) 

25•os'N 16°46'W 
90nmW Sahara 
19°25'N 11°55'W 
170nmW Maurctanin 

Peregrine Falcon? or Larmer 
Falcon (Falco hiarnicusi 

Species (Loti» 11cm1e) 

Swift 

F 

F 

MET 

MET 

p 

E 
also MET 

Ref. 

E 

5 Sept 
1200Z 
14 Sept 
!:WO 

15 Sept 
0800 
16 Sept 
()730 

16 Sept 

Date (rime) 

3 Sept 
1600-1900+ 

Date (time) 

15 June 
1400 
16 J unc 
1630 

ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE B 1976 (co111i1111ed) 



Arr SW. Dep NE. S I min 
SSW/2 

S 4 hrs 

S.S. Opalia (Shell Tankers, 
Capt. R. Lumsden). 

6"-8" bat also seen 

S One 12 hrs. one 24 hrs. 
N / 3, good vis 

Not same as earlier two 

M.V. Explorer 
s 
M.V. Plainsman (Capt. H. 

Traynor). 
s 

Exhausted. Fell into water but 
regained deck. S 9 days. 
Fed. Released 26th 

S until noon. Ate insects. 
Dcp NW 

M.V. Explorer (Capt. C. D. 
Riley). C 4 hrs. Overcast 
050/2 

M.V. Cargo Zeal (Capt. 13. 
Nelson) 

49°55'N 65°W 
Gulf of St. Lawrence 

26°3S'N 74°30'W 
90nmNW Bahamas 
I 5°30' N 76°40' W 
140nmS Jamaica 
36°15'N 73°50'W 
IOOnrnE C. Hatteras 

1976 

12°34'N 68°29'W 
75nmN Venezuela 
23°12'N 48°25'W 
I 050nmSE Be rm uda 
1400nmSW Azores 
40°30'N 69°W 
Off Nantucket 
Lt. Vessel 
arr. 4°39'S 30°44'\V 
I 60nrn Noronha I. 

(Off S. America) 
Dcp. 27°20'N 16°35'W 
40nmN Tcncrif.: 
34°N 63.8°W 
90nmNNW Bermuda 
20°IO'N 54°12'W 
430nmNE Antigua 
950nmSE Bermuda 

Tree Swallows 

Mourning Dove 
(Zenaidura 111acro11ra) 
also Woodpecker Sp? 
+ numerous small Warblers 

Pim: Warbler iDendroica striatai I 

Cattle Egret (2) 

Callie Egret (2) 

Black-capped Chickadee 
(Parm atrica pill usi 

Swallow /Swift Sp? 

Cattle Egret H 

Osprey (Pa11dio11 haliaetusv 

Palm Warbler 
iDendroica pal111ar11111) 

Short-cared Owl (Asio ttammeus'; 

G 

G 

MET 

MET 

MET 

MET 

H 

MET 

4 Sept 
1600Z 

3 Apr 
0800 
6 Apr 

1030 
13 Aug 
1400Z 

29 Oct 
1600(L) 
IS Nov 

20 Oct 
1600(L) 

16 Oct 

29 Sept 

5 Oct 
I OOO(L) 



Caught X. BM. 
Sf l Okts. 8/8 cloud, vis excel 

lcnt 

Died. X. 13M. 

Var/1-2. overcast 

Wind var. Vis VG. 
Dep S 

M.V. St. Benedict (Trawler) S. 
Dcp NW 

Arr from and returned to 
H.M.S. Kent during RAS. 
080 /6kts 

Found dead. X. BM. 
S Several other small pas 

serincs inc. "Thrushc " 
S Dcp S 

Seen f:rom 6ft. Dep S 

Remarks: wear her. etc. 

58°N 2°W 
25nmN Kinnairds Hd. 

Moray Firth 
25nm N. coast of Scotland 

Porn. (nearest la11d) 

71°03'N 36°4l'E 
180nmNE Murmansk 
58°N 2°06'W 
25nmN Kinnairds Hd. 

G 

G 

Goldcrcst (M) (Regulus regu/11s) 
Robin iErithacus rubecula'; 

Blackbird (M) (T11rd11s 111emla) 

Arctic Rcdpoll (2) 
(A canthis hornemannii 

Goldcrcst 
Redwing (Turdus iliucusi 
Field[a re (9) (Turd us pilaris) 
Steady passage all day of uniden- 

tified passcrines including: 
Field fares 
Goldcrcsts 
Lesser Rcclpoll (M) 

(Acc111this ftammea cabarets 
Starling (Stur111.1s vulgaris'; 
Migration continuing 
Starling (3) 
Ficldfarc ( 15) 
Ficldfarc (SC>+) 
Blackcap (2M + IF) 

(Sylvia atricapillai 

G 

Species (Latin name) 

Grey Heron (Ardea cinereoi 

Short-cared Owl (Asiu [lamrneus) 

NORTH SEA, BARENTS SEA AND ENGLISH CHANNEL 
1975 

TABLED 

Ref. 

MET 

G 

13 Oct 
1130 
1345 
1400 
1405 

0855 
1100-1200 
12 Oct 

11 Oct 

0845 

9 Oct 
10'.lO 

Dote (time) 

27 Aug 



S 10 m ns 
S 20 m ns 
S 30 m ns 
SIOmn 

S 20kts, 4 I 8 at IOOO fl, 
Vis 8nm 

Living inside 'Skynct aerial 
S 10 mins 

SS/ 18kts. 6/8 at IOOO ft. good 
vis 

Rcsidcnt ? W /4kts. good vis. 
clear 

S overnight 

Found between decks. 
Dcp but landed in water 

Dcp S 
SE/ IOkts. vis l Onrn 
No wind. thick fog. S all cla) 

In flock, all same species. 
S 20 mins 

SE/IOkts. 6/8, vis 20nm 

Moray Firth 

Morav Firth 
58°N ·2°W 
25nmN Kinnairds Hd. 
M oray Firth 

58°10'N 1°W 
45nmNE Kinnairds Hd. 

59°N 0°15'W 
65nmE Shetlands 

Muray Firth 
58°N 2°W 

Moray Firth 
58°N 2°W 

G 

Starling (2) 
Rcdwing 
Goldcrcst (10-15) 
Brambling 
Blackcap (2M + IF) 
Rcdwing 
Blackcap 
Brambling (7-8) 
Robin 

G 

Great Grey Shrike 
(Lanius exculiitori 

Blackcap (4m + IF) 
Starling 

G 

Robin 
Brambling 
Starling G 

G 

G 

Starling (2) 
B lackcap (F) 
Blackbird (M) 
also JOO+ unidentified passcrincs 
Small + medium passcrincs (200+) 
Goldcrcsts (50+) 
Robin 
G rcenf nch (2) 

(Carduelis chloris) 
Brambling (20+) 

iFringilla niont ijringill a} 
Starling (2) 
Ulackcap (Fl 

Goldcresl (IO+) 
Fewer passerincs to-day 
Starling (2) 

G 

1430 
1530 

1115-1600 
14 Oct 
I 000-sunscl 

14JO 

15 Oct 

am 

16 Oct 

0830-1740 

17 Ocl 
0930 

1700 

19 Oct 

2() Oct 

...:: ;:,.:: 
21 Ocl 

1 0910 
1210 

"' 1330-1400 



Arr N. S 
Flew past. SSE/ 5-6. Clear sky, 

good vis 

Arr ENE. S 
SE/2. overcast. Fog 

Arr N. S 

56° I 5nm 2°42' E 
155nmNE Flamborough Hd. 

50°20'N 2°W 
26nm Portland 125° 
50°10'N 2°40'W 
24nm Portland 200° 

1976 

A 20 Mar 
1900 

A Stoncchat (F) (Sa.ricola torquat ai 

Golden Plover 
iPtuvialis apricariusy 

Blackbird (F) 
Short-cared Owl? (A sio fla111111e11s) 

27 F..:b 
0730 
1045 

Note. The heavy passage of Goldcrcsts du.ring this period of relatively light winds followed strong westerly and north 
westerly winds 8-10 Oct. Further confirmation is given in the following MET report from M .Y. British F11/111ar 14-17 Oct. 
on passage Europort to Grangcmouth : "numerous Starlings. a Ficldfare and unidentified 'Hawk· which ate 2 Goldcre ts". 

Flock flew past S. SE/20kts, 
8/8 good vis 

Remained dav 
S 10 mins · 
Still in 'Sk ynct aerial. S/20kts, 

4 / 8 at 2000ft. good vis 
Resident? 
In 'Skynct aerial 
From 22nd? Goldcrcsts gone 
S IO mins inside Phantom a/c. 

Dcp NW. SE/9kts. 4/8 at 
IOOOft 

Remarks: weather. etc. 

Moray Firth 

Moray Firth 
50° 12°' N 0°358'W 
25nmSE Isle of Wight 

Muray Firth 

Posn. (nearest land) Date (time) Ref. Species (Latin name) 

1525 Fieldfarc (20-30) 
1620 
22 Oct G Starling (4) 

Lesser Redpoll 
Guldcrcst (2) 

23 Oct G Starling (4) 
Goldcrcst (6) 

24 Oct G Starling (2) 
27 Oct G Goldcrest 
1550 

c..:: ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLED 1975 (continuedi :::;. 



S 4 hrs. N/2, vis 7nm 
S One dd 3rd; other S 3 days 

S briefly. WNW /3, 9nm 
Died. X 

Found dead. X 
Found dead. X 
Found dead. X 

S throughout day. N/3. vis 
4nm 

S.S. Bengloe (Capt. H. 
Mcintosh). In V-formation 
flying S 

Arr E. S briefly. ENE/4-5 

M.Y. Frontier (Capt. K. 
Lchcpuu). S 4 hrs 

S JO mins. ENE/2 

Remarks: wear her. etc. 

Dartford Warbler (Sylvia undatai 
Whcatear (F) tOenanthe oenamhei 
"Flava" Wagtail 

c 

37°N 18°12'E 
I 05nmE Sicily 

34°38'N 25°36'E 
45nmS Crete 
34°42'N 24°E 
9nmSW Crete 

c 

Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 
Greenfinch iCarduelis chloris) 
Swallow (2) (Hirundo rustica) 
House Martin (Delichon urbica) 
Long-eared Owl (Asia otus) 
Yellow Wagtail (2) (Motaci/la {lava) 
Swallow 
Robin 

1976 
40°N 13°30'E 
45nmSW Naples 

r: 

Rcdstart (M) 
(Phoenicurus phoenicurusy 

Grey Heron (61) 

Grey Heron (A rdea cinereii; 

Species (Latin name) Porn. (nearest land) 

34°44'N 23°14'E 
60nmSW Crete 
32°23'N 18°20'E 
70nmW Benghazi 
36°31'N l8°20'E 
25'SSE Sicily 

Chi ff-Chaff (Phy/Iosco pus co/lybirn) 36°55' N 00054'E 
JOn.mN C. Tenes 

c 

1975 

MEDlTERRANEAN 

TABLE E 

Ref. 

MET 

c 
MET 

pm 

3 Apr 

2 Apr 
1200 

I Apr 
1600 

5 Oct 

Date (time) 

18 Apr 
0400Z 
6 Sept 
1000 
22 Sept 



Dep SE, ii airs 

Arr W, dcp E, It airs 

Arr NW, dep SE, It airs 

Remarks: weather. etc. Pos11. (nearest land) 

07°sws 54°40'E 
SW Seychelles 
JOnmS Egmont I. 

14°21'S49°29' E 
E Madagascar 

1974 
pecies (Latin name) 

Curlew Sandpiper 
(Calidris [errugineai 

Tcmmink's Stint 
(Calidris t emminkiii 

Yellow-billed Egret (19) 
(Mesophoyx intermediuss 

Ref. 

c 
c 
c 

TABLE F 

JNDlAN OCEAN. RED SEA AND PERSIAN GULF 

Killed by Shrike 

Flying low. SE 

Arr. ENE S 24 hrs. Var/ 1-2 
b. good vis 

S 15 mins. E/2 

39°58'N os0JO'E 
53nmE M inorca 
38°08'N 01°04'E 
45nmSSW Ibiza 

Remarks: weather, etc. 

Overcast, heavy hailstorm. 
ENE/5 

POSll. (nearest land) 

36°35'N l3°53'E 
35nmNW Gozo 

Swift (2) (A pus a pus) 

D 

D 

Species (Latin name) 

Woodchat Shrike (Lanius senator) 
Whircthroat (Sylvia co111nw11is) 
Hoopoe (U pupa epops) 
Nightingale (Luscinia megarh y ncosi 
Sub-alpine Warbler 

(Sylvia cantillans) 
Lesser Kestrel (M) 

(Falco naumanniy 
Swallow 

Ref. 

B 

Dale (1i111c) 

2 Oct 
pm 
10 Oct 
1430 
16 Oct 
1540 

3 July 
1100 
4 July 
1100 

Date (1ime) 

13 Apr 
0630-0815 

ANALYSIS BY SEA AREAS-TABLE E 1976 (c:o111inued) 



M.V. British A van (D. 
McCallum) S 6 hrs 

M.V. Yorkshire 
Many perched in yards. 4 
caught. killed and cooked 
by Chinese crew 

(Capt. B. 

(Capt. L. H. 

S.S. Laconia 
Wilcock) 

M. V. Prelsander 
Pound) 

S 3 days. NNW /3 

S Var/I 

S Var/I 

S ENE/2. be 

S 5 hrs. E/4. be 

Arr N, dcp SW. NE/4 

S 2nd 40 mins after I st. Light 
airs, be 

S until dark. E/3 be 

27°N 52°22' E 
45nmS Iran coast 
Red Sea 

1976 

24°45'N 36°E 
(Red Sea) 

12°15'N 50°45'E 
(Red Sea) 

12°15'N 50°45'£ 
(Red Sea) 

15°JO'N 58°E 
160nmSE Kuria, Muria Is. 
5°30'N 81°£ 
1 OnmS Sri Lanka 

1975 

10°58' S 45°20' E 
1 IOnmSSE Aldabra 
8nmNNW Comoro Is. 
29°44'N 48°50'E 
I 7nm offshore 
ll019'N55°33'E 
98nmSE E. Socotra 

17°34'5 38°29'E 
40nmSE Mozambique 
14°50'S 43°23'£ 

Lesser Kestrel? (7) 
(Falco 11awna11ii) 

Black Kilc (c60) (Milvus migra11s) 

Turtk Dove (6) 
(Streptopclia t urt ury 

Palm Dove (2) 
(Streptopelia senegalensisy 

White Wagtail (Moracilla alba) 

White Wagtail 

Malayan Night Heron (Juv) 
(Gorsachius melanophusy 

Isabcllinc Whcatcar 
(Oenanthe isabetlina) 

Starling iSt urnus vulgaris] 

D 

D 

Common Sandpiper 
iTrin ga lrypotcucosy 

Peregrine Falcon (2) 
(Falco pcregrinusy 

Callie Egret (A rdeoia ibis) 

c 
D 

D 

MET 

MET 

D 

D 

D 

MET 

MET 

2 Apr 

May 

12 Nov 

18 Sept 
1700 
22 Sept 
1200 
23 Sept 
1200 
29 Oct 

29 ov 
0900 

11 Dec 
0700 

17 Oct 
0940 
16 Nov 
1700 
17 Nov 
)400 



M.V. Cedric (Capt. C. Earl). 
S 2 hrs 

M.V. Sugar Express (S. J. 
Hingston). 7 /8Cu St. Shrs. 

Died 1-2 days. Photos. X 

S.S. Sterling Bridge S 20 mins, 
ate "Thrush"-like bird 

S Medium-sized bat also seen 
next day. 

Arr SW. S until am 6th. 
SSW /4, 8/8, rain, vis fair 

S 4 hrs. Dcp SE singly. Light 
airs 

M. V. Sugar Refiner Identified 
by S. J. Hingston. Caught 
and fed 29 days. Photos. X 
3/8Cu. Vis vg 

S.S. Sterling Bridge (Capt. D. 
McDonald). Circled 3hrs S 

Remarks: wear her, etc. 

02°55'N 102°50'W 
730nmW Galapagos ls. 

Common Egret 

Pacific Reef Heron (2) 
(Egretta sacra) 

N.13.-Typhoon 'Cora' had passed W 4 days earlier 

28°42'N 133°27'E 
170nmS Japan 

25°56'N 133°45'E 
300nmE China mainland 
300nmS Japan 
7°48'N 117°06'E 
3lnmW Balabac Is. 

(Philippines) 

PO.I'll. (nearest land) 

7°21'N82°52'W 
45nmS Panama 
27°09'N 144°39'W 
9nmS Benito ls. 
21°36'N 121°W 
25nmS Formosa 

1975 

Phylloscopi Warblers (3) 
Arctic Warbler? (2) 

(Ph yllosco pus borealis) 
Green Warbler? 

(Ph yllosco pus nitidus) 
Northern Goshawk? 

Common Egret (Egretta alba) 

Species (Larin name) 

White-throated Swift 
(A eronautes saxatilis) 

Cattle Egret (A rdeola ibis) 

Black Turnstone 
(A renaria melanocephala) 

TABLE G 

PAClFlC AND CHINA SEA 

MET 

MET 

MET 

MET 

Ref. 

.I 

H 

MET 

14 Nov 
1600 

15 Oct 
0030Z 
2310Z 

9 Oct 
0900 

8 oer 

Dare (rime) 

5 Sept 
1800 
7 Sept 
1200 
18 Sept 



M.V. Silverjord (Capt. R. 
Sidnay) 

S.S. Osaka Bay (Capt. R. 
Moore). 

M.V. Strathbrora (P. & 0. 
Capt. A. Dorkins) 

M.V. Gazana (P. & 0.) Found 
dead in morning 

M.V. Fresno City (Capt. D. 
Jack). Circled 3 hrs 

Arr prior to heavy rain 
shower. Dcp 280700 SE, 
towards Bathurst I. 65nrn. 
SE/ F4 overcast 

S.S. Northern Star (Capt. 
W. A. Murison). S 15 mins 

27 Nov MET Swainson's Lorrikcct (3) l0°46'S 132°50'E 
16nmNW New Year I. 

4 Dec MET Orange-headed Thrush 2°30'N IOl015'E 
0855Z [Zoothera citrina) Malacca Straits 

1976 
28 Mar MET Java Sparrow (Padda oryzivora) 16°53'N I 17°38'E 
0200Z I 50nmE Luzon 
30 Mar MET Plumed Egret (Egrctt a int crmcdca) 3°05'N 101°40'E 

Malacca Straits 
17 Apr MET Pacific Swallows (100+) 31°N 126°17'E 
OIOOZ (Hirundo tahitica) 250' E Shanghai 
2/3 June MET Purple Gallinulc 7°55'N 82°08'W 

(Por ph yrula martinicai S. Coast Costa Rica 
29 June MET Osprey (Pa11dio11 haliaetusy 27°06'N I 15°12'W 
2100Z 37nm coast of California 



'l'h irty-eig!tt 

, 'TOR.M-P.ETH.EL ONBOARD 
Captain J. Conn, M. V. Dunstamburqli Castle, in position 20.54 

North, 17.03 West, on 7th J"une 197fi, reported that an exhausted 
seabird crashed onboard with oil on its wings and head feathers 
in a ragged state. The Electrician took charge and made it com 
fortable in his cabin. After :36 hours it began to recover and flutter 
about the ca.bin. When the ship was passing through the Canary 
Islands later it had recovered and flew off into the wind with no 
difficulty. From the description and measurements the bird was 
probably a Madeiran Stormpetrel, Oceanodroma castro. 

PRTHELS AND • 'HEAl{WATJ~llf:l 
When Captain J. Howart,h, M.V. Ulster Star, was on passn,gc 

from Suez to Melbourne in position .14.08 South, 86.10 East, in 
the Indian Ocean on 9th February 1976 large sea birds were seen 
fishing about 200 yards from the ship. 

As quoted, these would have been Palc-Iootcd Shcurwaters, 
P.nffinii carneipes, which breed off the south-wost. coast of Australia 
and after their breeding season migra.te towards the Arabian Sea 
and are seen regularly in the eastern section of the Indian Ocean 
and later off the Ara bian coast. 

ALBATROSS 0 BOARD 
Albatrosses are very ra.rely found onboard, and always appear 

gentle and easily handled. When Captain I. R. Ansell, f::V. Benreoch, 
was on passage from U.K. to Durban on 28th .l une 1H7:> in position 
26.5:) 'outh, l:HJO East, u. young Albatross landed on dock. As tho 
Second Engineer approached, it sat down and allowed him to lift 
it in his arms without any fuss, spread its 11·i11gs and glided from 
the ship unharmed. 

Its identity 11w; not established but clearly one of the smu lier 
species of Albatross commonly known as a. "Mollyrnuwk". 

(Nole by Erlilnr It is a well-deserved tribute to those sharing 
our interest in birds at sea that tho Meteorological Office now 
receives in Met. Log returns more reports about seabirds than all 
others put together, with the exception perhaps of marine life. 
IV'e thank all concerned over the year. Due to the large input, all 
of which arc taken note of, and to restriction in space, we publish 
in this section mainly those which throw either new or particular 
aspects on the habits of birds at sea.) 

From notes received and selected by 
Captain N. B. J. Stapleton, It.D. 

SOI\ffi RX'TB.ACTS FROM METEOROLOGlOAI. RF.PORTS 
lf.J7517H 



'l'h irl y-ni ne 

TIWPIC-BIJ=tDS 
(Note by LCchtor We receive more observations of Tropic-birds 

(Bosun Birds) than other species as they are occasionally found on 
deck after collision with the ship's structure, dazzled by the ship 's 
lights at night. When seen in flight by day, however, it is not always 
easy to clifferentia te between species.) 

l. Captain T. E. Roberts. M.V. Olam. Jltac·incloe, in position 
3().26 South, 14.40 East, west of Cape Province on 15th December 
Hl75 sighted a "Bosun bird" attempting to alight on the foredeck 
over a period of one hour but without success, the ship pitching 
moderately. The species was probably a White-tailed Tropic-bird, 
Phaethon lepturus. This is unusual so far south and is quoted in 
the Field Guide to the Birds of Southern Africa, as a. "rarer species". 
R.N.B.\V.S. has no .plot of it in this area previously. Its nearest 
breeding area is on Ascension Isla nd. 

TEH.NS 
1. Captain ]. G. Lumley, M.V. City of Colombo, on passage 

from Capetown to Halifax in position 1.45 North, 1·1.:27 West, 
observed a group of Roseate Terns, Sterno. douqall», passing over 
his ship on an easterly course. These species migrate southwards 
to Africa, in the autumn and have usually been reported close 
offshore or in harbours by ships. 

2. Captain ii. G. Cruickshank, M.V. Olan Jlfoclenn, on 
passage from Las Palrnas to Capetown in position 7.00 North, 
14.00 West, also found a Roseate Tern exhausted and wet onboard 
on 6th September 19i5. When picked up it was put in a tissue 
li.ned shoebox and found warmth at the entrance to the engine 
room, recovered 5 hours later and flew off. 

GULLS 
(Nole by Editor Gulls did not figure prominently in these 

reports, but one more 11 n usual occurrence is rccorded.) 
. Captain D. Newlin, M.V. Columbia Star, on pas ·age from 

~hnstobal t~ Le F,I-avre on 17th Februarv 197;)! was visited by six 
Gulls in position 34.lS North, 40.12 West which all landed on a 
deokload of containers, 

Two finally remai ned on deck. From their descri ption, one was 
an adult Herring GuJJ, Larue arqeulatu«, medium grey and white 
above with yellow bill; the other "speckled" with a black back and 
slightly larger, possibly an immature Great Black-backed Gull, Larus 
marinus, The ship was roughly equidistant from Bermuda, Sable 
Island, Cape Raco and the Azores, well out in the North Atlantic. 
Both species occur off the east coast of 0.S.A. Both species are 
also quite plentiful around Bermuda in winter, and further north 
the Great Bla.ck-backed Gull only has been known to follow ships 
at times on crossings between Britain and the U.S.A. but the 
occasions are rare well out at sea. 
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LANDBIRDi:i 
A few reports of the marry, as examples (sec last paragraph). 
I. M.V. Oalijomio. Star (letter from ship and good sketch). 

The ship was in the Caribbean when the landbird came onboard. 
It ha. been identified as an American Purple Grallinuli, Por71hyrnla 
martiuica. This is a species of Moorhen which occurs in America 
and the West Indies, normally living in swamps. It has occurred 
onboard ships close to land before and Captain Tuck remarks that 
as a young Naval Cadet 55 years ago in a Training Cruiser he had 
one on board for several days before releasi ng it close to an island. 

2. Other laudbirds reported onboard in the Caribbean have 
been Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis, from Captain D. M. Mcphail, M.V. 
Avelona; a Plumed Egret, Egretta iniermedia, in the Straits of 
Malacca from Captain R t , Moore, S.S. Osaka Bas]; a long-eared 
011"1, Asio otus, in the Gulf of Cadiz from Captain A. S. Matheson, 
City of Eamuiqusta: an Osprey, Pa.ndion lialiaius, 37 miles off the 
coast of California from Captain D. .Iack, M.V .. Fresno r:ity. 

A comprehensive return of landbirds observed on sea passages 
including Meteorological returns, is included in Commander Case 
ment's analysis of "Landbirds at Sea" in this volume. 

CORM OR ANT.' 
Ca ptaiu l'. 1\falarky, l\lLV. Oozoma, While at anchor in Yoko 

hama Bay on 21st May l!J76, a Penguin was reported swimming 
around the ship. Penguins however are entirely confined to the 
Southern Oceans (except for the Galapagos Penguin). It could 
have been mistaken easily when swimming for a Japanese Cor 
morant, Phaiacrocorax capillatus, which are common locally and 
have white filoplumcs covering the head in breeding plumage, a 
black back and white marking on undcrbody as reported. 

BOOBIES 
Captain J. If. Houghton, M.V. Vancouver Forest, during a 

Pacific crossing from Balboa to Osaka had a Brown Booby, Su!a 
lcucoqaster, on board for a total of I ,300 miles, not the first time 
these Boobies have enjoyed a lung voyage onboard. 

2. Capta.in R.. J. Sankey, l\{.V. Cumbria, in position 40.01 
South, 141.28 West on 3rd February 1076 observed a Red-tailed 
Tropic-bird, Phaethon rubricauda, and gave a very po itive des 
cription. This is interesting as the furthest south in the Pacific 
Ocean that this species has yet been plotted. 

3. Captain F. Smith, M.V. City of Auckland, reported a 
Red-billed Tropic-bird, Phaethon aeihereus, onboard in position 
17.04 North, 18.26 West on 8th July 1075. It had obviously been 
injured, and although carefully attended, collapsed and died 011 
10th July. They breed 011 Cape Verde Islands. 
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BOOK R.Evmw 
BTRnS or THE ]lf.,-IJ/l'E8E ARCHIPELAOO. By DAV.ID A. 

J3ANNEltMAN and .Iosm-n A. v~;LLA-GAFHE'RO. Colour illus 
trations by CHLOE TALBOT KELLY. 500 pages, 22 colour plates, 
(HlO birds), over 200 line drawings. 
Dr David Bannerman enjoys world-wide recognition as an 

Ornithologist and Author, covering many areas in the world of 

UNINVITED "SQUATTER" 
On 20th September, l!l7li, Captain E. F. Aikman, R.D., was 

walking along tho harbour at St. Andrews, Fife, and noticed a 
number of lobster creels outside a. fisherman's shed awaiting repair. 
A workman saw a bird enter one of the creels and called Captain 
Aikman over. Settled comfortably inside was an adult Moorhen 
which appeared uot in the least n larmed by close observation. Next 
day the bird was still "squatting" but. made no objection to being 
removed and placed on the grass behind the sheds, whereupon it 
pattered off in the manner of Moorhens, apparently unharmed. 

GR.EATER FLAMINGO, Pltoenicopterus ruher, ONBOARD 
This great bird landed on the deck of iVLV. Mon/ague off the 

Bahama Islands in position zl 0:)4' r, 74"22'W on 10th Janua1·y, 
]!)7G, Ack lins I. being ~ miles away. Third Mate J. Booth, 
.R.N.B.W.R., recovered it, measured it, sketched it and took a 
colour photo of it standing in his washroom. Later he gave it 
wa ter n.nd released it. 

An important breeding colony exists on Great I., Na.qua Is, and 
smaller colonies exist on Andros and Abaco Is. and possibly else 
where in the Bahama Group. One of the tallest birds that has 
occurred onboard at sea. 

WAND81UNG ALBATROSSES, Diomedea exulams, AND 
R.OY AL ALBATROSSES, Diomedea epomopltora, 

(sec Figs. 1 and 2 on pages 42 and 43. Plumage patterns). 

Tt is not a.lway: easy to differentiate between the two at sea, 
hut the following note may help: 

.Juvenile and immature Wandering Albatrosses have much 
more brown on their body plumages, including cases with brownish 
crowns and dark tips to the tails than any Royal Albatrosses, 
Royal Albatrosses a.t all stages ha vo white heads, underbodies and 
tails, including the <lark uppcrwi ng Northern race, d..e. 8cmdford,ii, 
but the adult Southern race, d..e. emoniophora looks very similar to 
adult male Wanderers, hut at close range the dark cutting edges 
to the mandibles of Royals should be looked for. 

SHORT NOTES 
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Forty-f oitr 

Sillence, S. C., R.N. (retd.), 46 Crcenfields, Liss. Hunts, TQ5 OAA 
Podmore, ,J. 'L'., 2nd Mate M.N., 11 Lyme (.;rove, Altrincham, 

Cheshire 
Clarke . .J. T. D .. P.O. 0.1. RN., 84 Church Road. Hayling Island, 

Ha,nts. 
Seekins, H.. W., Midshipman H..N., :rn. wn.nwick Close, Roehampton, 

London, SW15 4EF 
H.R.H. Prince Charles, Lieut, H.N., H.M.S. Broninqton, H.F.P.O. 

Ships 
Connor, 0., Captain lVLN., Anehorholme, Hoighway La11e, All 

Stretton, Sa lop, 
Pond, Revd. N. P. H .. R.N., c Chilton Avenue, Stowmarket, 

Suffolk 
Gifford, R t , C., A/Steward .M.N., Oxneys Old Farm, Felsted, Essex 
Tov, T. D .. P.O. R.N., 110 Kinross Crescent, Cosha m, Portsmouth, 

Han ts. 
Webb, J.E., Captain M.N .. South Lodge, Landford Wood, Salisburv, 

Wilts., 8Pi5 2R,' 
Elliott., R. ,T., Captain Hoyal Marines, D.R.0.1{.M., H.M.S. Cen 

turion, Gosport, Rants. 
Bewsher, B., Yeoman R s , F.A., (-18 Barn Park, Buckfastleigh, Devon, 

rou OAT 
ln'T Veld, M., Studiccentrurn Voor· Zcevarenden, Vecrkade 8, 

Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Lax, K. C., Oceanographer, :17 Clarendon Road, Wallasev, Mersev. 

side, L44 SEJ . " 
Emson, C., 4th Engr. l\LN., 4 Lulworth Avenue, Hull, HU4 7HD 

N orth Humberside ' 

TOTAL 2:3 

. NEW MEl\IBERS lfl/6 

birds. This book is no exception, covering in detail the many species 
which cross the Mediterranean 'ea on migration between Europe 
and Africa and are to be found in the Maltese Archipelago. Each 
species is described in detail together with its breeding range, its 
ha hits and ha bi tats. 

His Maltese parbner, Joseph A. Gaffiero, has enjoyed a lifelong 
interest in the birds of the Maltese Islands, am! has played a major 
part in the coverage of the Ornithology of'the birds of the Maltese 
Islands. 

Printed and published by the Museum Department, Republic 
Street, Valletta, Malta, G.C., at £M 3-7ii* plus £M 0-25* for postage 
and packing. (* or £.J.75 from U.K. booksellers.) 

G .• ·.Tuck . 
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Captain G. K Hodgson, !\1.1\. 25th April 1!)76. (Member since 1H5fi.) 
T. G. "\i\'innall, Esq. 23rd May UJ7U. (Life Member since lfJ4G.) 
Professor K Brun. 13th July 197ti. (Associate Member, killed in air 

accident.) 

OBITUARY 

Mrs Peter Dyer, 7•1 Osborne Road, Soutnsea, Hants. 
S. T. J. Nixon, Esq., ~1.A., Nijcnrode, Breukelen , Netherlands 
Mrs S. J. Short, 2 Sea 'i icw, Dunstan, Craster, Alnwick, Northum 

berland, NEoo :·n.A 
Professor Roberto P. Schlatter, Institute de Zoologia, Univcrsidcd 

Austral de Chilo, Casilla ;)U7 Valdiviu, Chile 

TOTAL 4 

NEVl ASSOCB TE MEMBERS 1976 

French, M., Lieut. R.N.. The Old Rectory, Stoke Abbott, Bea 
minster, Dorset 

Cooke, Miss C. F. J., C.B.i> .. a.n.o., Q.H.~.s. (former Vice-President), 
3 Olebe Court, Floot, Hants., OU13 nN,J 

Kirby, T. E. M., Commander H.K., 18 Crnigrnount Bank ·west, 
Barnton, Edinburgh 

Jeffcock, D., 2nd Officer l\'l.N., 75 Stu.tion Hoa.ti, Woodhouse, 
Sheffield SJ:!, Yorkshire 

Watson, H. E. C., !vI.N., Achray, ti7 La nsdowno Hoacl, Belfast 15, 
N. Ireland 

Visher, .J. P . .H., 2nd Mate M.N., The Crows Nest, 135 Kingswood 
Firs, Greyshott, nr. Hindhead, Surrey 

King, C. K, Communications Yeoman, 17 Gibraltar Road, Enst.noy, 
Portsmou th, P04: !J Lf-l 

(*Gilµi.n, A., Ho11.M.t:ic .. l Clurcuiout Villas, Clarendon Road, 
Leeds, LS2 HN Y 

*Beal, N. A. G. H., M11jur n.o,val Marines (retd.), Pied Starlings, 
21 Van dcr Stcl Street, Kensington, B. N. Johannesburg, 
Transvaal 2001, South Africa.) 

Mceth, P., Dutch Ornithologist. Brcmonl.uui 5, Bcntvckl, Nether 
lauds. 

=Note Mr A. Gilpin and Major N. A.G. H. Beal, H . .M., are both 
original Life Members of R..N.B.W.S. who have regained 
contact. Major Beal \\"US the Society's first Hon. Secretary 
aud largely rcspunsi ble for forming the Society in 194(3. 



Ji'orty-s ix 

Page !)0 Western Auatra.liu . A111e11.d .l ulin n Ford's address to: 
2.L Bowtcll Roud , Lesmurdic G07G. 

Page !)l Canada. Delele all reference to Dr Paul Germain. 
Hong Kung. Hon. Secretary Hung Kong Birdwatching 
Society: C. H.. Payne. Chairman: M. A. Webster. New 
address uf Society: c/o. Department of Zoology, Uni 
versity of Hong Kong, Hong Kong. 
Malta. .J. Sultana is now President or the l\ifalta Or 
nithological Society. Hon. Secretary's address is now 
P.O. Box 4!)8, Valletta, Malta, c.o. 
Nc11· Zealand. Against Dr F. C. Kinskys address 
amend. ti tie of Domin ion Muscu m to read N ationa I 
Mnsc11111. 

Page 92 South America. Delete all reference to A .. J. Br011-n. 
Insert Professor R. P. Schlatter, Institute de Zoologia , 
Universided Austral de Chile, Casilla, 567, Valdivia., Chile. 
Australia. Directorate of Public Relations, Dept. of 
the Navy, Canberra. Delete Mr Hugh Elliot·.- name. 

Page H:3 Federal Republic of Germany. Delete Dr G. T. 
Niethammers name. 
Nell' Zealand. Amend. Dominion Museum to read 
National Museum. 
Norway. Delete Dr E. Bruns nnme. 
U.l(. (Great Britain). l{oyal Air Force Ornithological 
Society. Amend address uf Hon. , 'ccrct<LI'.)' to read: 
Flying Officer D. :Elliot, RA.F., (Editor H. s • A.F.O.S. 
Nell's letter), Radio Engineering Unit, H,.A.J?. Bcnl011·, 
Bedfordshire SG16 6DN. 

(See Volume 24 - lfJ?a/74 Sen Swallow, wit.h following corrigendum.) 

R.N.B.W.S. REPRESENTATIVES OVERSEAS, ETC. 

Total :326 Members + 16 Corporate Members = :342, and in addition 
Associate Mcm bers, Museums and Libraries = 84. 

Ex-Officio 7 
Hon. Members U 
Life Members (original) 42 
Li fo Members l L 
Ordinary Members 2.54 
Corpora tc Members 16 

MEI\IBER.SHIP SID'Th1.AR.Y AT 1/11/76 
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Page 94 Diplomatic Service Ornithological Society. Amend Sec 
rctarys name to J. R, Jitmes. 
Editor Briiisk Birds. Amend. name to Dr Sharrock. 
The Seabird Group. Delete Dr Sharrock. 
Associate Members (Great Britain). Delete A. Blackett, 
.T. Houston, A. D. K. Ramsay, General Sir Gerald 
Lath bury. 

Pagc Df Associate Mom bers (Canada). Delete all reference to 
Dr P. (lermnin, G. W. McLain. 
Associate Mem hers (Ethiopia). Delete all reference to 
Dr .J. S. Ash. 
Associate Members (Norway). Delete all reference to 
Dr R Bru11. 
Associate Members f ioubh Africa). Delete all reference 
to Dr Winterbottom. 
Associate Members (South America). Delete a.II refer 
ence to A. J. Brown. Insert Prof. R. P. Schlatter, Val 
divia, Chile. 
Associate Members (t:i11·itzerla.ncl). Amena against 
R. Leveque 'Geneva' tu read 'Sornpach'. 

Page OG Associate Member: (U.8.A.). Delete all reference Lo 
L. R. Haven \Vilev, Jnr. 
Associate Member~ (Uganda). Delete a.II reference. 

Page !)5 After hDIA insert KENYA. Dr W. L. N. 'I'ickoll, 
Dept. of Zoology, University of Nairobi. 
After CA::-<ADA insert L\'tJL. Fergus Clunie, Esq. (Piji 
Museum, Suvu.) 



Costards, 
West Lavington, 
l\fIDHVRST, Sussex. 
1st December Hl75. 

I have examined the above nccount with the book.· and recor 

£1278.92 

164.97 

148.78 
l.50 

18.14 
8.00 

Sale of Ohrisbmas Cards 
Sale of Seabirds of South Pacific (28) 
Sale of Birds of tb« Ocean ( l) 
Sale of Members' Ties ( 5) 
Balance unexpended in O."W.S. Save the Birds Appeal trans 

ferred to R .. N.B.W.S. Funds 

35.66 
8.94 
0.00 

141.18 
7.60 

Interest 011 Investment (gross) 
Interes t on Deposit 
Other Receipts 

122.23 Sale of Sea Swallow (Vol. 24 and earlier) 
2.43 (Vo!. 25 in advance) 

13.31 
14.96 
19.64 

10.65 
14.fl6 
18.75 

32.84 
Income Tax recovered 011 members covenanted subscriptions 

and donations 
Income Tax Transitiono.l Relief, 74/75 7.99 

75/76 5.32 

3fl.82 

Donnt.ions: 
22.:rn Sundry 

130.00 Special 

£1131.86 

124.66 
0.56 

l 52.39 
38.9ii 

288.02 

Bnlnnce 1st December l 9H 
437.42 Cash in Bank: Current Account 

Deposit. Account 

£ £ 

228.6'.I 
220.82 

449.45 

60.00 
277.01 

21.25 
9.25 

367.51 

39.82 
0.00 

Subscriptions: 
64.00 Under Covenant (Current. Year) 

204.76 Other (Current Year) 
13. 79 In Arrears 

6.37 In Advance 

RECJ~Il'TS AND PA Y]lffiNTS ACCOUNT 

THE ROYAL NAVAL B 

]!)74 
£ £ 



R. G. PEGLER, F.C.A., 
Hon. Auditor. 

of the Society and certify that it is in aceordunce thorowith. 

£1278.92 £ ll3 l.86 

Balance 30th November 197f\ 
228.63 Curront, Account 127 .09 
220.82 Deposit Account 240.46 

449.45 --- 367.55 
(1) A claim for relief of Income Tax amounting to £28.85 re covenants 

of members subscriptions and donations for year ending 5th April 
1975 is at present in the hands of the Inland Revenue. 

(2) In addition to cash in the bank, the assets of tho Society include: 
(a) £206.55 Greater London 7t% Stock 1977 fully paid; 
{b) Stock of 38 members ties at £1.80 each - £68.40. 

(3) Additional Postage has also been met out of donations to the extent 
of £35. 

Production of Sea Swallow Vol. 24 (550 copies) 
Printing 

7.90 Headed Sheets (1000) 
6.00 Sea Report Sheets (500) 
2.70 Audited Statement 1974 

20.50 Bulletins (89-91) 
37.10 -- 

0.00 Members' Ties (:l6) 
9.55 Expenses at A.G.M. 

87 .58 Postage and Stationery (see Noto 3) 
Subscriotions 

3.50 B.T.6. 
5.00 I.C.B.P. (British Section) 

8.50 --- 
0.00 Ban.k Charges 
2.00 Repaid Cheques 

£ £ 
736.00 

0.00 
0.00 
'3.08 

20.71) 
2:l.83 
65.20 
12.00 
62.34 

s.so 
5.00 

8.50 
2.50 
1.00 

3Ji0 

£ 
il974 

£ 
537.68 

FOR YEAR ENDING 30th NOVEMUER 1975 

RD WATCHING SOCIETY 


